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INTRODUCTION 

The National Park Service (NPS) Socio-Economic Studies Division (previously 

Statistical Office) acknowledges the conscientious efforts of the field staff 
of the many areas of the National Park System. Without the effort of the park 
staff to count, record, and report the data summarized here, a statistical report 

of this quality would not be possible. These public use data are collected and 

analyzed monthly. A program of park counting procedure audits is conducted to 

ensure consistency and accuracy of data. 

The gathering and publication of these statistics is in accordance with Public 
Law 88-29, "An Act to Promote the Coordination and Development of Effective 

Programs Relating to Outdoor Recreation" and related legislation. Definitions 
of terms in use here are given at the end of this report. The definitions are 
those initially outlined by "A Uniform Method for Measuring and Reporting 

Recreation Use on the Public Lands and Waters of the United States", unpublished 

guideline of the Recreation Advisory Council Study Committee Number Two, April, 

1965. 

Footnotes are provided at the end of this report. The footnotes describe 
conditions at parks which may require important adjustments for certain 

applications of these data. 

National Park Service professionals are rededicated to their fundamental mission 
as archivists of the Nation’s history, providers of educational and leisure time 

opportunities, and protectors of our vast but limited resources for future 
generations. 

Timely, reliable, and useful information is fundamental to effective management 

and planning of the National Park System. This annual report is a general 

summary of visitation records for the year. Comments or requests for additional 
statistical information should be addressed to: 

Socio-Economic Studies, WASO-TNT 

National Park Service 

PF. 103 Boz 25287 

Denver, CO 80225-0287 

(303) 969-2060 
FTS: 327-2060 



TABLE 1. 1990 RECREATION VISITS, ACREAGES , AREAS ADMINISTERED, AND AREAS 

REPORTING RECREATION VISITS IN THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM BY CLASSIFICATION. 

CLASSIFICATION* 

INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL WILD AND SCENIC RIVER 

BATTLEFIELDS 

BATTLEFIELD PARKS 

BATTLEFIELD SITES 

HISTORICAL PARKS 

HISTORIC SITES 

LAKESHORES 

MEMORIALS 

MILITARY PARKS 

MONUMENTS 

PARKS 

PARKWAYS 

PRESERVES 

RECREATION AREAS 

RIVERS 

SEASHORES 

TRAILS 

PARKS - OTHER *** 

NATIONAL TOTAL 

RECREATION 

VISITS 

0 

1,504,750 

2,012,949 

0 

215, 7625239 

14,840,785 

3,839,724 

13K3 2354.22 

4,130,256 

233, 9059923 

57 ,610',278 

29,135,476 

2125812 

47,073,709 

279905222 

19,491,228 

0 

2,093 , 342 

155195; 714 

ACREAGES** 

a ie 

114,210; 

83925: 

140 ,436. 

18,274. 

22) Loess 

7, 969) 

34,031. 

5,302,748. 

56,376,751. 

168,600. 

93899 37/26: 

3,507,442. 

3B, 340. 

596,663. 

279,322. 

Spot) beds 

19 

68 

30 

.00 

29 

35 

pg 

16 

oY, 

2a 

89 

30 

64 

23 

85 

08 

.00 

23 

23 

258,682,828 76,935,005.07 

= Does not include 32 affiliated areas not reporting public use to the NPS. 
** Acreage as of December 31, 1990. 
xx 

AREAS 

ADMIN - 

ISTERED 

i, 

11 

3 

1 

cy 

ml 

Bie 

AREAS 

REPORTING 

VISITS 

0 

9 

3 

0 

28 

10 

324 

Parks without national designation, includes National Capital Park, National Mall, and White House. 
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TABLE 1. 1990 RECREf™**™ 

REPORTING RECREATION V-: 

CLASSIFICATION* 

INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

NATIONAL 

BATTLEFIELDS 

BATTLEFIELD Pé 

BATTLEFIELD S] 

HISTORICAL PAR 

HISTORIC SITES 

LAKESHORES 

MEMORIALS 

MILITARY PARKS 

MONUMENTS 

PARKS 

PARKWAYS 

PRESERVES 

RECREATION ARE 

RIVERS 

SEASHORES 

TRAILS 

WILD AND SCENI 

PARKS - OTHER *** 

NATIONAL TOTAL 

Does not include 32 affilia 

** Acreage as of December 31, 

*** =Parks without national desi_ 
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BY LOCATION 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

RECREATION VISITS « 

MILLIONS 

* ADJUSTED FOR CHANGES IN 

COUNTING PROCEDURES 

FIGURE 2. 
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1990 FOOTNOTES 

1. Redesignated in 1990: Amistad NRA from Amistad RA, Lake Meredith NRA from 
Lake Meredith RA, Pecos NHP from Pecos NM, Sunset Crater Volcano NM from Sunset 

Crater NM, Tumacacori NHP from Tumucacori NM. 

2. The following areas are either reporting for the first time or reporting 

separately in 1990: None. 

3. Data for North Cascades NP, Ross Lake NRA, and Lake Chelan NRA are combined 

as North Cascades NP; no breakdown is available. Data for Constitution Gardens, 

National Capital Parks - East, National Capital Parks - Central, and President’s 

Park are combined as National Capital Parks; breakdown is available. 

4. Due to changes in 1990 counting procedures in one or more types of data 
reported, the figures for the following require special adjustments to be 
comparable with earlier data: Amistad NRA, Aztec Ruins MM, Big Thicket NPRES, 

Buffalo NR, Cape Lookout NS, Catoctin Mountain Park, Chickasaw NRA, Coulee Dam 

NRA, Crater Lake NP, Craters of the Moon NM, Delaware Water Gap NRA, Devils 

Tower NM, Florissant Fossil Beds NM, Fort Clatsop NMEM, Fossil Butte NM, Gateway 

NRA, George Washington MEM PKWY, Guilford Courthouse NMP, Independence NHP, John 

Day Fossil Beds NM, Johnstown Flood NMEM, Lyndon B. Johnson NHP, Natchez Trace 

PKWY, New River Gorge NR, Obed Wild and Scenic River, Piscataway Park, Redwood 

NP, San Antonio Missions NHP, San Francisco Maritime NHP, Santa Monica Mountains 

NRA, Theodore Roosevelt Island, Valley Forge NHP, Wilson's Creek NB, Wolf Trap 

Farm Park for the PA. 

5. Due to the opening of additional areas, programs, or facilities, the 

following areas may require special adjustments to be comparable with earlier 

data: Cumberland Gap NHP, Johnstown Flood NMEM, Kaloko Honokonau NHP, Nez Perce 

NHP, Yukon-Charley Rivers NPRES. 

6. Due to partial or temporary closing, the figures for the following areas may 
require special adjustments to be comparable with earlier data: Chickasaw NRA, 

Saugus Iron Works NHS, Tonto NM. 

vee Due to unusual events (anniversaries, civic fairs, significant natural 

disasters, storm damage, etc.), the following may require special adjustments 

to be comparable with earlier data: Agate Fossil Beds NM, Big Hole NB, Cape Cod 

NS, Eugene O’Neill NHS, Fort Caroline NMEM. 

8. New areas named but not reporting: Petroglyph NM, Weir Farms NHS. 

9. Reporting data suspended pending completion of studies to verify validity of 
data for the following areas: Acadia NP. 
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DEFINITIONS 

AFFILIATED AREAS. Areas administrated in connection with the National Park 

Service (NPS) which utilize NPS assistance but which are neither federally owned 

nor directly administered by the NPS. 

BACKCOUNTRY. One or more primitive or wilderness areas in a park reached 

primarily by hiking, boating, or horseback. 

CAMPGROUND. An area of land designated and developed for use as a camp. 

CLASSIFICATION. Areas administered by the NPS are known by several different 
designated names. A detailed description of each classification may be found 

in the publication, The National Parks: Index 1989. 

CONCESSIONER. Private company or individual granted the privilege of providing 
facilities and services considered necessary by the NPS for accommodating 
visitors. 

CONCESSIONER CAMPGROUND. An element of a concessioner operation involving 

services for overnight camping, land for camping, or equipment for camping. 

CONCESSIONER LODGING. Overnight facilities such as hotels, motels, cabins, 

cottages, trailer villages, and trailer rental. 

MISCELLANEOUS OVERNIGHT STAY. Any overnight stay not otherwise defined (sleeping 
aboard boats, camping in organized groups, and/or any other overnight stays not 
included in other categories of overnight stays, except inholders which are 
nonreportable). 

MIXED AREA PARK. NPS areas are categorized by their proximity to population 
centers in the following manner: 

Mixed Area Park - A park located in a mixture of Outlying Area, Rural 
Area, Suburban Area, and Urban Area. 

Outlying Area Park - A park located in a Metropolitan Statistical Area 

(MSA) of less than one million population. 

Remote Area Park - A park located outside of any MSA and requiring special 

travel arrangements to reach. 

Rural Area Park - A park located outside of any MSA and accessible by 

paved highway, scheduled air or marine transportation service. 

Suburban Area Park - A park located outside the central city but still 
within the MSA of greater than one million population. 

Urban Area Park - A park located within the central city of a MSA. 
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DEFINITIONS (CONT) 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE (NPS). A Department of the Interior (DOI) agency which 
administers approximately two dozen types of federal land, nationally significant 
for their scenic, natural, scientific, historical, or archeological interest 

(see CLASSIFICATION). The agency was established as a Bureau of the DOI by Act 
of Congress, August 25, 1916. The NPS does not administer National Forests 

(United States Department of Agriculture/Forest Service), Wildlife Refuges 

(United States Department of Interior/Fish and Wildlife Service), or a variety 

of other lands available for public use. 

NEGLIGIBLE TRANSIT. A brief, incidental entry into a park by passing traffic 
(vehicular or pedestrian) using NPS administered grounds, roads, or walkways. 

Such use is nonreportable (see NONRECREATION VISITS). 

NONRECREATION VISITS. Reportable nonrecreation visits include visits by 

(a) persons going to and from inholdings; 
(b) through traffic; 

(c) trades-people with business in the park; 
(d) government personnel (other than Park Service employees) with business 

in the park. 

NONREPORTABLE VISITS. The entry into the park by NPS employees, their families, 
concessioner employees, members of cooperating associations, and NPS contractors. 
(See RECREATION VISITS. ) 

OUTLYING AREA PARK. See definition of Mixed Area Park. 

OVERNIGHT STAY. One night within a park by a visitor. 

RECREATION VEHICLE. Any enclosed vehicle used for camping which is more 
elaborate than a simple truck or car, such as pickup truck with camper body, 

pop-up tent trailer, travel trailer, bus, motor coach, mobile home, etc. 

RECREATION VISITS. Entries of persons onto lands or waters administered by the 
NPS for recreation purposes (see TOTAL VISITS and NONRECREATION VISITS). Visits 

by service personnel as broadly defined below and by others as a necessary part 

of travel incidental to their employment (commuters) or residence (inholders) 

are not reportable as recreation visits. (See NONRECREATION VISITS.) 
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DEFINITIONS (CONT) 

REGION. A National Park Service administrative subdivision. The ten National 

Park Service Regions include the following states: 

Alaska (AKR) - Alaska 

Mid-Atlantic (MAR) - Delaware, part of Maryland, Pennsylvania, part of 

Virginia, West Virginia 
Midwest (MWR) - Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, 

Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio, Wisconsin 

National Capital (NCR) - Washington, DC, part of Maryland, part of Virginia 
North Atlantic (NAR) - Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine, New Hanpshire, 

New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont 

Pacific Northwest (PNR) - Idaho, Oregon, Washington 

Rocky Mountain (RMR) - part of Arizona, Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, 

South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming 
Southeast (SER) - Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North 

Carolina, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virgin Island 

Southwest (SWR) - Arkansas, part of Arizona, Louisiana, New Mexico, 

Oklahoma, Texas 

Western (WER) - part of Arizona, California, Guam, Hawaii, Nevada 

REMOTE AREA PARK. See definition of Mixed Area Park. 

RURAL AREA PARK. See definition of Mixed Area Park. 

SERVICE PERSONNEL. (a) Employees of the NPS who are assigned to the park or are 

visiting the park in connection with their duty assignments; (b) NPS contractors, 
concessionaires, cooperating associations; (c) the temporary or permanent members 

in the households of NPS employees resident in the park. All such "service 

personnel" are not reportable as public use. 

SUBURBAN AREA PARK. See definition of Mixed Area Park. 

URBAN AREA PARK. See definition of Mixed Area Park. 

VISIT. The entry of any person, except NPS personnel, onto lands or waters 

administered by the National Park Service. Visits may occur as recreation visits 
or nonrecreation visits. Same day reentries, negligible transits, and entries 
to detached portions of the same park on the same day are not counted as 

additional visits. Such adjustments are made insofar as practicable for 
noncontiguous parts of the same park. However, visits are reported separately 

for two contiguous parks. 

VISITOR DAY. Twelve visitor hours in a park. 

VISITOR HOUR. The presence of one or more persons, excluding NPS personnel, in 

a park for continuous, intermittent, or simultaneous periods of time aggregating 

one hour (e.g., one person for one hour, two persons for one-half hour). 
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FRDRCKSBRG 

HR 

HS 

IHS 

INT 

IPM 

JD 

JFK 

LBJ 

MEM 

NSRW 

MISCELLANEOUS ABBREVIATIONS 

"Battlefields Memorial" as in Frdrcksbrg & Sptslvn CNTY BM NMP 

"Birthplace" as in Abraham Lincoln BPL NHS 
"Council House" as in Mary McLeod Bethune CH NHS 
"County" as in Frdrcksbrg & Sptslvn CNTY BM NMP 
"Franklin D." as in Home of FD Roosevelt NHS 

"Fredericksburg" as in Frdrcksbrg & Sptslvn CNTY BM NMP 
"Historic Reserve" as in Timucuan Ecological and HR 

"Historic Shrine" as in Fort McHenry NM and HS 

"International Historic Site" as in Saint Croix Island IHS 

"International" as in Roosevelt Campobello INT PARK 

"International Peace Memorial" as in Perry’s Victory & IPM 

"John D." as in JD Rockefeller, Jr., MEM PKWY 

"John F. Kennedy" as in JFK Center for the PA 
"Lyndon Baines Johnson" as in LBJ MEM Grove on the Potomac 

"Memorial" as in Arlington House, TREL MEM 

"Miscellaneous" as in MISC. 

"National" as in Ice Age N Scientific Reserve 

"National Battlefield" as in Antietam NB 

"National Battlefield Park" as in Kennesaw Mountain NBP 

"National Battlefield Site" as in Brices Cross Roads NBS 

"Navigation Canal" as in Delaware & Lehigh NC NHC 
"National Heritage Corridor" as in Illinois & Michigan Canal NHC 

"National Historical Park" as in Appomattox Court House NHP 
"National Historical Reserve" as in Ebey’s Landing NHR 
"National Historic Site" as in Abraham Lincoln BPL NHS 

"National Historic Trail" as in Lewis and Clark NHT 

"National Lakeshore" as in Apostle Islands NL 

"National Monument" as in Agate Fossil Beds NM 

"National Memorial" as in Arkansas Post NMEM 

"National Military Park" as in Chickamauga and Chattanooga NMP 

"National Park" as in Acadia NP 
"National Preserve" as in Bering Land Bridge NPRES 

"National River" as in Buffalo NR 
"National Recreation Area" as in Bighorn Canyon NRA 
"National Reserve" as in City of Rocks NRES 

"National Recreational River" as in Missouri NRR 
"National River and Recreation Area" as in Mississippi NRRA 

"National Seashore" as in Assateague Island NS 
"National Scenic River" as in Delaware NSR 
"National Scenic Riverways" as in Ozark NSRW 

41 



MISCELLANEOUS ABBREVIATIONS (CONT) 

"National Scenic Trail" as in Appalachian NST 
"Overnight Stays" as in Total RECR ONS 
"of the" as in Black Canyon ot Gunnison NM 
"Performing Arts" as in JFK Center for the PA 
"Parkway" as in George Washington MEM PKWY 

"Preserve" as in Jean Lafitte NHP and PRES 
"Recreation" as in Total REC ONS 
"Railroad" as in Allegheny Portage RR NHS 
"Recreational Vehicle" as in NPS Campgrounds RV’S 

"Spotsylvania" as in Frdrcksbrg & Sptslvn CNTY BM NMP 

"Scenic and Recreational River" as in Upper Delaware SRR 

"Theodore" as in Theo Roosevelt BPL NHS 

"The Robert E. Lee" as in Arlington House, TREL MEM 

"Wild and Scenic River" as in Rio Grande WSR 
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