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(SPECIAL INSERT, 1985 NATIONAL PARK STATISTICAL ABSTRACT. Footnote
4 identifies areas where changes in counting procedures have been

made in one of the years of data shown.)

Recreation Visits at National Park Service
Biosphere Reserve System Parks (in Thousands)

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985

Big Bend NP 167-3 180.1 164-9 167-7 188.0
Big Thicket NPRES 22.8 43-8 33-4 81 .5 77-7
Cape Lookout NS 52.0 62.7 68.0 86.3 100.4
Channel Islands NP 87-5 172-3 205-0 203.4 164.1

Congaree Swamp NM NOT REPORTING _ _ 12.3
Cumberland Island NS 37-5 38.5 32.8 32.4 30.1

Death Valley NM 630.4 680.0 635-6 621 .2 576.7
Denali NP&PRES 256.6 321 .9 346.1 395.1 436-5

Everglades NP 4 564-7 550.2 577-4 628.7 697.6
Glacier NP 1 ,786.5 1 ,666.1 2 ,203-8 1 ,946.7 1 ,603-0
Glacier Bay NP&Pres 85-1 90.4 92.1 108.

3

130.9
Great Smoky Mountain NP 8,312.9 8 ,177-9 8 ,435.5 8 ,508.4 9,319.3

Haleakala NP 631 .7 771 -8 864-3 1 ,003.8 1 ,194.7
Hawaii Volcanoes NP 4 1,931 -9 1 ,995-4 2 ,248.0 2 ,008.6 816.7
Isle Royale NP 4 14-6 13-2 12.9 11 .8 16.8

Joshua Tree NM 613-0 673-2 671 .4 663-8 641 -2

Kings Canyon NP 776.8 831 .0 765-8 937.3 874-5
Olympic NP 4 2,306.0 2 ,478.7 2 ,410.7 2 ,759.0 2,532.1
Organ Pipe Cactus NM 177.8 152.0 205-1 182.0 175-6

Redwood NP 549-5 467.1 473-7 467-2 505.8

Rocky Mountain NP 4 2,911 -2 2 ,564.1 2 ,599-0 2 ,231.4 2,248.9
Sequoia NP 1 ,083-0 1 ,020.5 854-2 979-6 939-5
Virgin Islands NP 566.5 673-5 676.8 666.4 699-4
Yellowstone NP 2,521 .8 2 ,368.9 2 ,347.2 2 ,222.0 2,226.2

Total 26,087-1 25,993-3 26,923-7 26,912.6 26,208.0
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INTRODUCTION

The National Park Service Statistical Office acknowledges the

conscientious efforts of the field staff of the many areas of

the National Park System. Without the effort of the park staff

to count, record, and report the data summarized here, a statis-

tical report of this quality would not be possible. These pub-
lic use data are collected and analyzed monthly. A program of

park counting procedure audits is conducted to ensure consistency
and accuracy of data.

The gathering and publication of these statistics is in accord-
ance with Public Law 88-29, "An Act to promote the coordination
and development of effective programs relating to outdoor recreat-
tion" and related legislation. Definitions of terms in use here
are given at the end of this report. The definitions are those
initially outlined by "A Uniform Method for Measuring and Reporting
Recreation Use on the Public Lands and Waters of the United States,"
unpublished guideline of the Recreation Advisory Council Study
Committee Number Two, April, 1965.

In 1985 the following changes occurred:

Congaree Swamp National Monument began reporting;

Constitution Gardens was added to the system but is not reporting;

Eleanor Roosevelt National Historic Site began reporting;

Eugene O'Neill National Historic Site began reporting;

Fort Benton is no longer administrated by the NPS and is not
listed;

Fort Donelson National Military Park renamed to National
Battlefield;

Maggie L. Walker National Historic Site began reporting;

Missouri National Recreational River was added to the system but
is not reporting;

Natchez Trace National Scenic Trail was added to the system but
is not reporting;

Ninty Six National Historic Site began reporting;

Old Post Office Tower is reporting with National Capitol Parks as
an affiliated area in 1985, the only affiliated area to report
because of NPS staffing of the facility;



Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail was added but is not
reporting;

Rio Grande National River began reporting separately;

War in the Pacific National Historic Park began reporting.

Additional footnotes are provided at the end of this report. The

footnotes describe conditions at parks which may require important
adjustments for certain applications of these data.

Timely, reliable, and useful information is fundamental to

effective management and planning of the National Park System.
This annual report is a general summary of visitation records for
the year. Comments or requests for additional statistical
information in this publication should be addressed to:

Statistical Office
National Park Service
Denver Service Center

755 Parfet Street
P. 0. Box 25287
Denver, CO 80225

(303) 236-8950
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TABLE 3. 1985 RECREATION VISITS, ACREAGES, AREAS ADMINISTERED, AND AREAS
REPORTING VISITS IN THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM BY CLASSIFICATION.

CLASSIFICATION
*

RECREATION
JUL

ACREAGE AREAS ARE,

VISITS ADMINISTERED REPOR'

NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 2,083,229 8,732.19 11 9

NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD PARK 1 ,806,005 7,299-23 3 3

NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD SITE 1 .00 1

NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK 8,316,420 6,468.88 1 1

NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 25,230,383 92,686.97 26 24

NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 11 ,568,842 16,327-82 62 58

NATIONAL LAKESHORE 3,213,075 142,464-18 4 4

NATIONAL MALL 146.35 1

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 16,848,856 7,813-92 23 23

NATIONAL MILITARY PARK 4,374,713 33,032.58 9 9

NATIONAL MONUMENT 15,922,313 4 ,536,028.54 77 74

NATIONAL PARK 50,035,463 45 ,739,120.49 48 48

NATIONAL PARKWAY 39,988,897 159,210.25 4 4

NATIONAL PRESERVE 86,742 20 ,868,594-46 12 9

NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 49,388,629 3 ,334,912.09 17 17

NATIONAL RIVER 2,977,541 230,542.33 12 7

NATIONAL SEASHORE 22,060,667 460,124-28 10 10

NATIONAL TRAIL 74,751 -80 3

PARKS - OTHER
****

8,280,105 30,907-47 12 10

WHITE HOUSE 1 ,259,928 18.07 1 1

NATIONAL TOTAL 263,441 ,808 75 ,749,183-10 337 311

* Not including 29 affiliated areas which do not report public use and ex-
cepting Old Post Office Tower which does report and is listed as "Other".

** Acreage as of December 31 , 1985.
*** 346 units within DC, Maryland, and Virginia. Not all reporting.
**** Parks without national designation.

8
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1985 FOOTNOTES

1

.

The following areas are reporting or reporting separately for
the first time in 1985: Congaree Swamp NM, Eleanor Roosevelt
NHS, Eugene O'Neill NHS, Maggie L. Walker NHS, Ninty Six NHS, Old

Post Office Tower (an affiliated area reporting), Rio Grande NR,

War in the Pacific NHP.

2. Data for these areas are combined and reported as shown; no
breakdown is available: Klondike Gold Rush NHP Seattle and
Anchorage Offices, Ross Lake NRA and Lake Chelan NRA (see North
Cascades NP) , NCR management districts East, Central, Presidents
Park, Old Post Office Tower (see National Capitol Parks).

3. Redesignated in 1984: Constitution Gardens, Fort Benton
delisted, Fort Donelson National Military Park to National
Battlefield.

4. Due to changes in 1984 counting procedures in one or more
types of data reported, the figures for the following require
special adjustments to be comparable with earlier data:

Antietam NB
Apostle Islands NL
Boston NHP
Cape Cod NS
Chaco Culture NHP
Chattahoochee River NRA
Coulee Dam NRA
Crater Lake NP
El Morro NM
Fort Union Trading Post
Glen Canyon NRA

Golden Gate NRA
Knife River Indian Village NHS
Lehman Caves NM
North Cascades NP
Rock Creek Park

San Juan NHP
Santa Monica Mountains NRA
Saratoga NHP
Shenandoah NP
Vanderbilt Mansion NHS
Zion NP

5. Due to partial or temporary closings the figures for the

following areas may require special adjustments to be comparable
with earlier data: Antietam NB, Harpers Ferry NHP, Statue of
Liberty NM.

6. Due to the opening of additional areas, programs, or
facilities, the following areas may require special adjustments
to be comparable with earlier data: Big Thicket NPres, Cape

Hatteras NS, Fort Raleigh NHS, Salinas NM, Wright Brothers Nmem.

7. Due to unusual events (anniversaries, civic fairs, and

significant natural disasters) some areas may require special
adjustments to be comparable with earlier data: none.

8. These data do not include attendance at a major civic event
in July. The park estimates this attendance to be 3,480,000 in

1985-
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9. New areas named not reporting: Missouri National
Recreational River, Natchez Trace National Scenic Trail, Potomac
Heritage National Scenic Trail.
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TABLE 7- OVERNIGHT STAYS IN NPS OPERATED CAMPGROUNDS

YEAR BACKCOUNTRY TENTS RECREATION
VEHICLES

TOTALS

(000s) (000s) (000s) (000s)

1960 3,585-5 1 ,260.2 4,845-7
1961 3,586.7 1,473-2 5,059.9
1962 4,307.4 1 ,811 .6 6,119.1
1963 4,621 .2 2,149.5 6,770.7

1964 5,043.8 2,413.8 7,457.6
1965 5,104-4 2,980.5 8,084-8
1966 5,062.1 3,938.3 9,000.5
1967 4,715.3 4,594.3 9,309.7

1968 4,788.1 4,623-0 9,411.1
1969 4,390.1 4,659-1 9,049-2
1970 4 , 684 .

6

4,339.3 9,023.8
1971 1,095-9 3,482.5 4,451.7 7,934-3

1972 1,494.5 3,651.6 4,731.4 8,383-0
1973 1,953-5 3,801 .8 4,883-3 8,685-1
1974 2,172.2 3,791 -5 4,620.3 8,411 .8

1975 2,346.4 3,735.3 5,081.7 8,817-0

1976 2,608.9 3,870.3 5,397.0 9,267-3
1977 2,569-5 3,973.2 5,345-4 9,318.6
1978 2,589-9 3,775-5 5,353-6 9,129.1
1979 2,397.1 3,424-7 4,446.4 7,871-1

1980 2,395.2 3,934.1 4,378.5 8,312.6
1981 2,329.8 4,221.9 4,663-0 8,884-9
1982 2,424.2 4,154.0 4,596.0 8,750-0
1983 2,579-7 3,601 .2 4,232.8 7,834-0

1984 1,978.9 3,747-3 3,943.2 7,690-5
1985 1 ,680.4 3,586.1 3,759-3 7,345-4
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Table 10. Recreation Visitation by Urban-Rural Location of
Host Park, 1978-1985 (in Thousands).

Location

Year Urban Suburban Outlying Rural Remote

1978 65,054-9 20,042.8 54,859-5 80,573-4 882.9

1979 66,825-0 20,302-7 49,804-9 67,529-5 905-4

1980 77,973-1 20,292-8 51,416.7 69,740-9 1,039-7

1981 85,816.2 22,057-8 52,468.2 77,214-2 1,036-2

1982 89,865-4 22,750.8 53,401.0 77,797-3 1,110.0

1983 90,975-5 17,610.0 55,659-6 78,249-8 1,122-5

1984 91,196.5 19,345-1 58,718.1 78,332.1 1,193-7

1985 97,642-8 20,201.3 65,790.4 78,510.2 1,297-2
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1985 FOOTNOTES

1

.

The following areas are reporting or reporting separately for

the first time in 1985: Congaree Swamp NM, Eleanor Roosevelt
NHS, Eugene O'Neill NHS, Maggie L. Walker NHS, Ninty Six NHS, Old

Post Office Tower (an affiliated area reporting) , Rio Grande NR,

War in the Pacific NHP.

2. Data for these areas are combined and reported as shown; no

breakdown is available: Klondike Gold Rush NHP Seattle and

Anchorage Offices, Ross Lake NRA and Lake Chelan NRA (see North
Cascades NP), NCR management districts East, Central, Presidents
Park, Old Post Office Tower (see National Capitol Parks).

3. Redesignated in 1984: Constitution Gardens, Fort Benton
delisted, Fort Donelson National Military Park to National
Battlefield.

4. Due to changes in 1984 counting procedures in one or more
types of data reported, the figures for the following require
special adjustments to be comparable with earlier data:

Antietam NB
Apostle Islands NL
Boston NHP
Cape Cod NS

Chaco Culture NHP
Chattahoochee River NRA
Coulee Dam NRA
Crater Lake NP
El Morro NM
Fort Union Trading Post
Glen Canyon NRA

Golden Gate NRA
Knife River Indian Village NHS
Lehman Caves NM
North Cascades NP
Rock Creek Park

San Juan NHP
Santa Monica Mountains NRA
Saratoga NHP
Shenandoah NP
Vanderbilt Mansion NHS
Zion NP

5. Due to partial or temporary closings the figures for the

following areas may require special adjustments to be comparable
with earlier data: Antietam NB, Harpers Ferry NHP, Statue of
Liberty NM.

6. Due to the opening of additional areas, programs, or
facilities, the following areas may require special adjustments
to be comparable with earlier data: Big Thicket NPres, Cape
Hatteras NS, Fort Raleigh NHS, Salinas NM, Wright Brothers Nmem.

7. Due to unusual events (anniversaries, civic fairs, and
significant natural disasters) some areas may require special
adjustments to be comparable with earlier data: none.

8. These data do not include attendance at a major civic event
in July. The park estimates this attendance to be 3,480,000 in

1985-
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9. New areas named not reporting: Missouri National
Recreational River, Natchez Trace National Scenic Trail, Potomac
Heritage National Scenic Trail.
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DEFINITIONS

BACKCOUNTRY. One or more primitive or wilderness areas in a

park reached primarily by hiking, boating, or horseback.

CAMPGROUND. An area of land designated and developed for

use as a camp.

CLASSIFICAION. The differences in the classification are

generally reflected in the titles listed below. A detailed
description of each classification may be found in the

publication, Index, National Park System and Related Areas,

1982, (biannual).

Memorial (Mem)

National Battlefield (NB)

National Parkway (Pkwy)

National Preserve (NPres)

National Battlefield Park (NBP) National Recreation Area
(NRA)

National Battlefield Site (NBS) National (Scenic, Wild,

Recreational) River (NR)

National Historic Site (NHS)

National Historic Park (NHP)

National Lakeshore (NL)

National Memorial (NMem)

National Military Park (NMP)

National Monument (NM)

National Park (NP)

National Scenic Trail (NST)

National Seashore (NS)

National Capital Park (NCP)

National Mall

Parks-Other

White House

CONCESSIONER. Private company or individual granted the
privilege of providing facilities and services considered
necessary by the NPS for accommodating visitors.

CONCESSIONER CAMPGROUND. An element of a concessioner
operation involving services for overnight camping, land for
camping, or equipment for camping.

CONCESSIONER LODGING. Overnight facilities such as hotels,
motels, cabins, cottages, trailer villages, and trailer
rental

.

MISCELLANEOUS OVERNIGHT STAY. Any overnight stay not
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otherwise defined (sleeping aboard boats, camping in

organized groups, and/or any other overnight stays not
included in other categories of overnight stays, except
inholders which are nonreportable)

.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE (NPS) . A Department of the Interior
(DOl) agency which administers approximately two dozen types
of federal land, nationally significant for their scenic,
natural, scientific, historical, or archeological interest
(see CLASSIFICATION). The agency was established as a

bureau of the DOI by Act of Congress, August 25, 1916. The
NPS does not administer Nationi". Forests (US Department of

Agriculture/ForestService) , Wildlife Refuges (US Department
of Interior/Fish and Wildlife Service) , or a variety of
other lands available for public use.

NEGLIGIBLE TRANSIT. A brief, incidental entry into a park
by passing traffic (vehicular or pedestrian) using NPS
administered grounds, roads, or walkways. Such use is

nonreportable (see NONRECREATION VISITS).

NONRECREATION VISITS. Reportable nonrecreation visits
include visits by (a) persons going to and from inholdings;
(b) through traffic; (c) trades-people with business in the
park; (d) government personnel (other than Park Service
employees) with business in the park.

NONREPORTABLE VISITS. Nonreportable visits are the entries
into the park by NPS employees, their families, concessioner
employees, members of cooperating associations, and NPS
contactors. (See RECREATION VISITS and TOTAL VISITS).

OUTLYING AREA PARK. See definition of Urban Area Park.

OVERNIGHT STAY. One night within a park by a visitor.

RECREATION VEHICLE. Any enclosed vehicle used for camping
which is more elaborate than a simple truck or car, such as

pickup truck with camper bodies, pop-up tent trailers,

travel trailers, buses, motorcoaches, mobile homes, etc.

RECREATION VISITS. Entries of persons onto lands or waters
administered by the NPS for recreation purposes (see TOTAL
VISITS AND NONRECREATION VISITS). Visits by Service
personnel as broadly defined below and by others as a

necessary part of travel incidental to their employment
(commuters) or residence (inholders) are not reportable as
recreational visits.

REGION. A National Park Service managerial subdivision.
NPS Regions include the following states:

Alaska - AK
Mid-Atlantic - DE MD PA VA WV



Midwest - IA IL IN KS MI MN MO NE OH WI

National Capital - DC part of MD part of VA

North Atlantic - CT MA ME NH NJ NY RI VT

Pacific Northwest - ID OR WA
Rocky Mountain - part of AZ CO MT ND SD UT WY
Southeast - AL FL GA KY MS NC PR SC TN VI

Southwest - AR part of AZ LA NM OK TX

Western - part of AZ CA HI NV

REMOTE AREA PARK. See definition of Urban Area Park.

RURAL AREA PARK. See definition of Urban Area Park.

SERVICE PERSONNEL. (a) Employees of the NPS who are

assigned to the park or are visiting the park in connection
with their duty assignments; (b) NPS contractors,
concessioners, cooperating associations; (c) the temporary
or permanent members in the households of NPS employees
resident in the park. All such "service personnel" are not
reportable as public use.

SUBURBAN AREA PARK. See definition of Urban Area Park.

TOTAL VISITS. Sum of recreation visits and nonrecreation
visits (see NONRECREATION VISITS, RECREATION VISITS).

URBAN AREA PARK. NPS areas are categorized by their
proximity to population centers in the following manner:

Urban Area Park. A park located within the central city
of a Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA).
Suburban Area Park. A park located outside the central
city but still within the MSA of greater than one million
population.
Outlying Area Park. A park located in a MSA of less than
one million population.
Rural Area Park. A park located outside of any MSA and
accessible by paved highway, scheduled air or marine
transportation service.
Remote Area Park. A park located outside of any MSA and
requiring special travel arrangements to reach.

VISIT. The entry of any person, except NPS personnel, onto
lands or waters administered by the National Park Service.
Visits may occur as recreation visits or nonrecreation
visits. Same day reentries, negligible transits, and
entries to detached portions of the same park the same day
are not to be counted as additional visits. Such
adjustments will be made insofar as practicable for
noncontiguous parts of the same park. However, visits will
be reported separately for two contiguous parks.

VISITOR-DAY. Twelve visitor-hours in a park.
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VISITOR-HOUR. The presence of one or more persons,
excluding NPS personnel, in a park for continuous,
intermittent, or simultaneous periods of time aggregating
one hour (e.g., one person for one hour, two persons for

one-half hour.
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MISCELLANEOUS ABBREVIATIONS

For abbreviations of NPS classification of units administered see

"Classification" in the Definitions section.

BPL Birthplace as in Abraham Lincoln BPL NHS or Theo

Roosevelt BPL NHS

Campgrnd Campground

C-Campgrnd Concession Campground

C-Lodge Concession Lodging

C & Chesapeake and Ohio as in C & Canal NHP

Chick Chatt Chickamauga and Chattanooga as in Chick Chatt NMP

Fred. Spot. Fredricksburg and Spotsylvania as in Fred Spot Mem NMP
or Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania County Battlefields
Memorial NMP

HS Historic Shrine as in Fort McHenry NM & HS

IPMem International Peace Memorial as in Perry's Victory &

Int IPMem and St Croix Island Int HS

JD John D. as in JD Rockefeller Jr Memorial Parkway

JFK Ctr John Fitzgerald Kennedy Center
Perf Performing as in JFK Center for the Performing Arts

NEM

Non Recr

ONS

OT

Port

Quarr

RR

RV

Riv

National Expansion Memorial as in Jefferson NEM NHS

Non Recreational

Overnight Stays

Of the as in Black Canyon OT Gunnison NM or On The as

LBJ Mem Grove OT Potomac NMem

Portage as in Allegheny Port RR NHS

Quarries as in Alibates Flint Quarries NM

Recreational River as in Missouri National
Recreational River

Recreational Vehicle

River as in Knife Riv Indian Village NHS
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REGIONAL OFFICES

For information about visiting individual parks,
contact the Regional Office:

Alaska Region
National Park Service

2525 Gambell Street
Anchorage, AK 99503

Rocky Mountain Region
National Park Service

655 Parfet St,P0 Box 25287
Denver, CO 80225

Mid-Atlantic Region
National Park Service

143 South Third Street
Philadelphia, PA 191 06

Southeast Region
National Park Serice

75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303

Midwest Region
National Park Service

1709 Jackson Street
Omaha, NE 68102

Southwest Region
National Park Service
PO Box 728
Santa Fe, NM 87501

North Atlantic Region
National Park Service
15 State Street
Boston, MA 02109

Western Region

National Park Service

450 Golden Gate Ave.,

Box 36063
San Francisco, CA 94102

Pacific Northwest Region
National Park Service
Westin Bldg-Room 1920
2001 6th Ave
Seattle, WA 98121

National Capital Region
National Park Service
1 100 Ohio Drive, SW.

Washington, DC 20242
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As the nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of the
Interior has basic responsibilities to protect and conserve our land and
water, energy and minerals, fish and wildlife, parks and recreation
areas, and to ensure the wise use of all these resources. The
department also has major responsibility for American Indian reservation
communities and for people who live in island territories under U.S.
administration

.

Publication services were provided by the editorial and graphics staffs of
the Denver Service Center. NPS D-224 May 1986
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