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IMARS Incident details 
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Printed.· 0911512017 08:29 

Incident: NP17079324 

Incident details: 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Report no.: 

Incident Type: 

Incident time: 

Reported time: 

Place of incident: 


Clearance status: 

Concluded: 

Concluded date: 

Summary: 


Remarks: 
Associated incidents: 

NP17079324 
EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) 
06/14/2017 17:58 
06/14/2017 17:58 
YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 
(WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, 
Site: SNAKE) 
Open 
No 

YELL Snake SAR- Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fatality Investigation ... 
Deluca IC I Investigator. Rangers responded with multiple rescue boats and 
ground units to reports of a commercial kayak group in trouble, with people in the 
water off West Thumb Geyser Basin. The first arriving rescue boat discovered one 
victim already on shore who had been rescued by guides/clients and soon located 
a second victim still in the water approximately a quarter mile off shore. Rangers 
brought this second victim aboard their rescue boat and began CPR. The patient 
was returned to the boat ramp where resuscitation efforts continued and the 
patient was moved to a waiting helicopter. Efforts to revive this patient proved 
unsuccessful and the patient was pronounced deceased on the helipad. The first 
kayaker that had been rescued was transported to the local park medical clinic, 
treated for hypothermia, and later released. A follow-up investigation into the 
events of the incident is being conducted by the National Park Service and the 
Teton County Coroner's Office. 

Involved persons: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 	 CONANT, TIMOT~YAN [DECEASED] I Concessionaire; Deceased I DOB: 07/26/1993 (23) 

Gender: Male DL- 
coroner NP17079324: 
Incident: NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 
Task: T170356747 [No type - Closed] Due: 08/31/2017 17:22 #174 BOUSKA, S. ->#2303 

TOWNSEND, T. [Low] NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 
17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Author: 
Entered by: 
Vehicle: 
Officer: 
Case file: 
Remarks: 

(WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: 
#2431 FARRAR, C. 
#S38 MOORE, R. 

Involved addresses: 

Reporl time: 08/30/201 7 07:50 
Entered time: 08/14/2017 23:45 

• YNP GRAND LOOP RD I Dispatch address I YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, Wyoming 82190 (WEST 
THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE) 

Involved comm addresses: 

Involved vehicles: 

Involved officers: 

• Supervising officer 19 1 WILKINSON, T. / #1183 / NPS I Police Officer I NPS YELL I #S165 VERESS, L. / 
08/30/2017 I 20170830 --:--:--:---

• Assisting officer / 9 / GOINS, Y. / #2733 / NPS I Police Officer I NPS YELL I #2326 ROPP, J. / 08/30/2017 I 
20170830 --:--:--:---

• Assisting officer 19 1 SUAREZ, K. / #2628 / NPS I Police Officer I NPS YELL I #2326 ROPP, J. / 08/30/2017 I 
20170830 --:--:--:---

• Assisting officer / 9 I DE RENE, N. I #1200 I NPS I Police Officer I NPS YELL I #1489 PIKE, J. I 08/30/2017 I 
20170830 --:--:--:---

• Assisting officer 191 CHUVARSKY, M. I #1148 I NPS I Police Officer I NPS YELL I #704 BOCK, R. I 
08/30/2017 I 20170830 --:--:--:---

• Assisting officer 19 1 BREARLEY, J. I #2845 I NPS I Police Officer I NPS YELL I #715 CURTIS, M. I 
08/30/2017 I 20170830 --:--:--:---

• Assisting officer 19 1 NEIDHARDT, N. I #2972 1 NPS I Police Officer I NPS YELL I 08/30/2017 / 20170830 --:--:-

• Supervising officer 19 1 MOORE, R. / #S38 / NPS I Police Officer I NPS YELL I #CR148 WEBSTER, P. I 
08/30/2017 I 20170830 --:--:--:---

• Assisting officer 19 1 ELLIOTT, R. / #2693 / NPS I Police Officer I NPS YELL I #2326 ROPP, J. / 07/01 /2017 I 
20170701 --:--:--:---

• Assisting officer 19 1 FARRAR, C. / #2431 / NPS I Police Officer I NPS YELL I #553 BASAK, P. / 06/18/2017 I 
20170618 --:--:--:---

• Assisting officer I 9 1 BOCK, R. I #704 I NPS I Police Officer I NPS YELL I #650 ROSS, B. I 06/18/2017 I 
20170618 --:--:--:---

• Reporting officer 19 1 DELUCA, F. I #2489 1 NPS I Police Officer I NPS YELL I #1183 WILKINSON, T. I 
06/15/2017 I 20170615 --:--:--:---

• Assisting officer 19 1 POLEY, J. / #376 / NPS I Police Officer I NPS YELL I #2326 ROPP, J. / 06/15/2017 I 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE: (FOUO) 

20170615- - :-· 

Involved property: 

• Se2ed I PFO [LIFEJACKET] 
• Spotts· Fishing equipment I Sea:ed I CAROLINA PERCEPTION [KAY AK) 

Reports: 

General report: 
lncldtnt. 	 NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/ 14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RO, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR. State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Sitt: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task: 	 T170240208 [Review - Closed) Due: 06/30/2017 13:29 #2489 OEL.UCA, F. · >#1183 
WILKINSON, T. [Low) Case File Review NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06/14/201717:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RO, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYS 

Author: #2489 DELUCA, F. Report time. 07/0412017 1s:10 
Entered by. #2489 DELUCA. F. Entered time. 07/0412017 16.10 
Remarlta 17079327 CONANT Fatality Report 
Nanauv.· 

lg>r\!lcathr ~amrlu Coe [\JAR : 
B#tou n m 1m fl•tJffl• fl1mmary oftnformaiion gmhwl!lti a"" '"'"p/lt!d tht ougll pmJona/ mten7f!1f'S, 
11 tin :sJ $talt'mt'Jtts, J11ppl011mra/ rrport consolit!tmon andfirst lia11J un ugator*"°'• fl!ltige ofthe 
tt1<'1dn11 tltnt happnrrd ""Jun• J.P. _OJ ~m app1arnua1e/1 / OOlrrJ "'th ll"nt '°nlllntb G~nD &~m oj 
lW/'111 JJ011~ Natun111I Pmi: ihal re:mlll!tl in the death of0.4RShnd guide T1motln CO.V..f.,VT. 

lnridf'ftl ~utn1nn 
On J~ 11 201- YtlJO\\ (()IX~ responded wUh multiple re UC boal and ~OW>d WUb 10 

rcpon of1 couUJ\Cf(.W La)ak. group in rrouble.. \\W peopll' in ll1l' "-.1n ofl Wcs1 TI11unb Gc~c 
Ba Ul The lU I atn\lnfl r~e boat disco>ered one victun already on ~horc "ho bad been rei.cued by 
inudc~ \; L1c111 nd ooo located a ec.orul 'ictim still in lhl' water nppro~u1\.1tcly a qtt.i.ner uule off 
horc Rtlnttc1 b1ou{lht llu second ,;ctim aboard their rescue boa1 nd t>e1um (PR, The p:it1cn1 was 

rcmmed 10 the bo. I mn11> \\here resuscitation efforts continued and the p.111e11t Wll\ 1110\ed ton waiting 
hehcoptcr. Elfo11<. lo re\ Ive tlus patient proved unsuccessfol nud the 1>11lic11I Wll<; p1011ou11ccd deceased 
on the lu:lipnd. TI1e tit fit koyake1· Uiat had been rescued was tnmspo1h:d to lhc locnl pru k medical clinic, 
u·c(lted fo1• hypotlu:1ml11, and l11ter released. A follow-up iawcstignlion into lhc cvo11t11 of the incident is 
bei11g coml11c1cd by the Nrt tional Park Service and the Teton Co1111ty Coro11111"" Ol'J'lce. 

hwolv(l c1 Com11 11 11y Info 
OARS 
PO Box 67 
Anttch. ClllllJl C \ 9~2:?2 
0 .A R 1 N IJon: I Park <\en1ce appro..-ed concession compan) bOl~ed ou1 Amtel Camp Cahfomia 
\nth 1 local oflicc ba~ w J1d::son. Wyoming. OARS h.b bttn a YclJo\\ .. tonc "-: 11onal Parli.: non-
motorized conimcrcw pmnu boJder since 1996. When work.ma u1 lhc Gram \'111 area the company 
primaril)· loo lWJ di) ka> · trips out of the Garo \-illagc ~f&nna to the \\'nt Timmb Ge)~Basin 
ARa aod bad OARS ha oo m.eo.J history ofsafety \iobrioo \\1th tbc . 'PS anJ ba no ttsm1 lustary 
ofcorlU l by ~ tiooal Parl. Sa-nee Law Enforcemem officen for \ 1olat10&b ofpArl rnubtioos of 
anywid 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) 


Involved Client Information 
ransported to local Clinic) 
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WWl0\\11 ifhe had an 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE: (FOUO) 


fn1lnlna1F,xo•• lf'!1<'• 
It \\3 COS \.NT'11 fint seawn wm:k.mg as kayak guide for OARS and 11 1 
pnor U)al. cxpmeoce or any e.~ence kayaking on YelJo\\ 'tooc ul.c 11th wa 
r.cuoo \\ Otlul a byal ~~-uhO • ..\R.S asv;-ell and~ ~tcd be Md only btto an 
tm~ pnor w bcr life beio~ bec:ommt? a guide. When ailed durina a folio\\ ·up wterne"' 
wed WI 1c bad rcccl\ cd no kayak safety ~ pnor 10 lcadio lnps \\uh OARS he further 

uatcJ J11 t I r~e1\cJ oo ~ onwbartodoifa client orcO-\H)ritt tell out of a U)ak uuo the 
\\atcr. ~ltthcr uatcd th.a.I she also~ coo ~ t utborines for 
help m I.bee\ mt of CUlCJlrCDC)' an the mner~:md 'c:I of tninin and 
expcna1cc i unknown 111 the lime ofdlli report:. 

PH"\onal ProlK Ch f' fqulpmf'nl 
On the cby ot the umdent none of the inrnh-ed guides or chatti. ,,.a \\ c;lnna rtoy type of dry or wet 
type of p101-:ct1\·e kn)--nk cJotlung CONANT was behe\·ed 10 be dre .. \ed 111 a b:ill cap. h1n. h!lht 
we11d11 pant\, 11nd 'fe\ n type sandals. He was also weariuiz. 11 red pero.onal 001011011 de\ ice. (See 
Coro11e11 repo11 fo1 more u1fom1ation) 

All B11iclc11 nnd clic11INwere found to be wearing coast g111ml approved p<:l'S011t1l Oot·ntion devices 
1111itoble for knyakin!l. When found, CONANT was still wenring his Pl.'O, which wos thcH cut off him 
by rcsc\1c pcnm11111:I. Thi~ PFD was secured by investigators as evidc11cc. (Sec photo lo~s) 
Two of lhe ~111dc knynk were equipped with rescue "throw bngs" however l11cy cont i11unlly refeired 
10 1hem n "1ow1ope'" <.o tJ1cre is some question as to if tl1ey knew\\ hnl the piimru-y u c of n throw bag 
acrunlly" CONANT'<, kayak may ba\-e been equipped w1tl1 an ddihounl throv. ba~ as well. boweYer 
th.11 '' l" nc\ n- fount! 

[J idc one ol 1hc snude byak'!> im""CSO.gatms found one paddle float \\bile re\1cwwa the 10\·ohed 
cqtupmcnt. ho" C\ tt 11 b unclear\\bi.ch gui.& was mmg this L:ayak ,\II U) "'ere eqwppcd with 
lWld pump to pump out water. The guides claim that CO~A..''T had the OARS ~b)pothcnuic- ba~ 
bo"C\ er that bas not been located as ofthis.report. 

\\'atf'f Cnndit on\ 
\'eUo" tou( l..al(, "ba"c the UlCldent tookplace .is approximately 1.n 1u.arc cw.I "llh dq>db oi up 
too aps11ox.una1dy .UO fttt YeUO'\\~on.e Lake is the~ natural frc ~ t« lal..e w the lhutcd 

tate that 1 bo\ e 000 feel 11 l5 roughly 20 miles I~ and I .a Ollie\ v. 1de "uh I ~I m.ilei. of 
horc:lmc 

Wucher ondlllou\ 
At rhc turn~ of the u1c1dcnt the 8lJ' temperature was approximately ~J clcp:ree Fnhrcnluw (0 F) wilh a 
dew pou11 orJ ~ Fnnd nn average btuni.dity of 73 percenL The sky wn clc111 y, Ith o vnrinble nverage 
Wind t.pced of 11 mph With gusts up 2lmph. The temperature of the Willer Wn~ e&hlllllfed IO be about 
38· 43°F. 1 here were no officinlly reported stonus in the immcdirite lll'cn. howcwr 111ultiple statements 
from th1: pnitlc1> involved i11clicnte high winds and "unfavornble knynkinj:l con<Ht'ious". 

v"~"'' 
n1e kayak lx:0111 u ed by the deceased was a fourteen foot Carohua Pe1ccp11011 kayak. blue i.J.1 color. 
The knynk 1 owned by OARS tl1e employer of the deceased ll1e kJlynl.. a. ti tu111.le pe™>o kayak. has a 
mddcr for 1tteen11~ 1bn1 1 controlled by rn-o foot pedals located 1m1dc the ktt):tl and has ton1gc 
comp..,nmem both fornard Md rearm the boat. CON..o\,~s ktt)ali.: \\M itu11all} 1~1m1!11 wCJdetu. 
but" then r«O\aN multiple days later byGram Boal Patrol adrift on Yello\\ tou.e Lale (Sec 
R.'lll e1 Ellton ·~ upplemental n:pon) 

In\ t\ ll&a tfon 
n,, fo!ltn1 mg u 11 1m ugatOl'J f.Ranger DeLuca1 recotmt oftlw mrtd••111 
Tut OARS lll). ,roup lauochcd from die Grant ~Iarina beach like any oorrual \by ao.J pllddlcd along. 
the $)JOrc towanJ the \\'~t Thumb Geyser Basin on a half day tnp l1lC S'"tk IWd dien1 \\ett 

\ere all an Solo kayaks. 
together an 11 rru:iJem byal.. 

.vere to~tl1er m o raudein l.ayak 
-ere together m n tru1Jem ko)-ak 
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conJicun:d in la) ti..s a fo 
OARS N 
Chem 
Cliet11 
Cl1 eu1, 
Clte111., 

and Chem 

·ere together in a landem knyak 

http:tu111.le


el ba"~ into IU 

CK\lt :UkJ bcpn 10 paddle in t tcJ 
1100 that CONk''T'us self-rescuing and inll 10\ohcd w the rescue oftht 

that they "ere yellin! for him to follow behind them aud brin• 1l1c h)'po 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE: (FOUO) 

OARS Gnidc- \as uo1 in a kayak during chis lllCtdet.11. he rcmnmcd t the company ,.3ll back 
t the m.:m.M 

The paddle to \Vest Thwnb G~-serArea was uoe.-entfnl and 1M p-oup \\ti rnJJjUla ·I.: to the Gr.mt 
Marina \\hen the wc1~t OCClDRd.. The bout mcnt)·fi\C) d off4.bott, I.be cfutancc they 

paddle at, 
in rite rear of the ~ 

" 1th CO"iAXT and ! up front "1th a ~oup of fi ·tcr padJlc:rs
JWldlmg with me slcmcr plldJJns ~hen tor an unknown te&!>Oll 

ippcd 0\ er and fell trom his kayak mto 1hc \\ er. 

~uncdiatcl} called for a:.nst.ance from the other two tntidcl \\ho rnpooded to 
loo.:atson in the\\ tcr. TI1c oth~ chcnts in me area offered to help bu1 \\Cfc dmx.tcd to not put 
theo~l\e 111 d.111"c1 by the~ · paddle to\HVd .J10~ and rcni.1u1 tlu~r 1 

~

othcl'\\ 1 Witco CON ANT an arffi-ed on cenc they"ere bit to upna.ht ..~1-m~mng back into lus watcJ" tilled l nyM. [\en thou 
·n'l OO\\ ~c:ued w bis upright kayak be was alre11d howma,"' "" of h :x>lhemua nnd his 

At i.0111e 0 '

tow 

koyok woi. c:o111plctcly faUed to the top with water. CO wo1ked 
feverishly wilh hnnd pumps to remove the water from knyok n<t rhe w11u pushed rhem 
fudhcr nml f1111 hc1 from sltore. 

1 t lhc kAyok ~llides aclmowledgedamong themselve thr1t p11111pi11~ wn1cr 6ul of the 
n ak wa not llnppeuing fast enough for the hypolhcnn11: clumr nnd they net:ded to just 

kaynk with tum inside it to shore. As the 81tidcs we1e Attcni1l1t11~ to make the 
1rn1u.11101110 a tO\\lllll operauon. C'ONANTs kavak ro..o the u1,1dc for an nnk.i10,.,,'11rea~o1\11.d be 
feU from lu'> "aynk an-bcrnccn lus kayak and kaynl.. Tlle1c ,., ome ~1;.ulnt100 on 
\\betbcr CONA..VT may b.1\·e bu lus head on one o e lS lb he 1¢U m bct\\eetl them bo\\e\·er none 
ol the FtU~ u1\ohcd could confirm ordenythis for sure. E\'cryooe iO\ohcJ wd 1. te that CONA..'\i'T 
inuncdiatd) ame blld up Crom wider the W3Rc after b.lhnir in. but for . mr rcuoo did 001 ancmpt Lo 

Lay»; and instead just -'bear~ the upside dO\\ll b)> 
tared CO~A.''T did not seem injured but more lilc he wu ju t cakbm bi breath.. Both 

tau~d that he appeared t~bey (i 
~ 10" 


e\et) inJj 


!Set - O 111u"b '° 

for 1hc cl1etu 


\\ere paddling- owa:rd bore they could now '>tt
~ a 1~tbu11h-1l ~o ould cc l1liu......_ 

n{l em.~ecidcdthn1 •011ldttc1 --
.,1iould go back for CONANT. 

uucd th.at ~~cd toward COXA..'\iT last bio\\n locaoon n " ob'10m be bad 
O\\ll n co further ou-sbott but sire knev. ~-here b.! was ba.--au~ 1ohc could be.at him blowm!l bis 

r~aie ~bi tic tor help M> J>C paddled .in thatdi.recnoo. \\~'-a do~ enou!th 10 sec 
CO~i\1'1 he bad t~ bl<>\\ in~ the ~imtle and w.13 oo~ J~motioulcM 10 llie water. 
--J\ll1btr t tcd tha1 CO~A..'\iTwasnolongcrholdm onto his l;) , 11 ~ floanna a 
~..)'and hll UJ>$idc dawn.~ed that COSA.VT \\-. 1111 v.coVUl tu rt'd 
pcr.ou.d tlou1100 dt:\lce anJ the OARS companymnte hypothmtiia "°'~ als,o o~null m the 
\\ lcr ueJtb). 

•<>cd her personal cellphone to 1114' kt the fiN c II tor help from Ai'llY of 
ttemptedmultiple rimes to ca ll~ack ot thc OARS ,.an 
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sccuc 111 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE: (FOUO) 


111 the G1 nl MftrlJla pnrkin[l area which proYed unsuccessful ~later t:llcd "hen bem~ 
intel'\ umed 1ha1 he was. una-....are ofthe number to reach rhe ~I,; en1ce and dad not know 
1b.,1 J1nhna 9 11 hom a cellphone would actnally reach Ye.Uo" tone ~111oual Park R.an1tcrs ~ tbcrtlor 
he dialed lt<r 61oid dltt\.U)' \\ho happens to be a YeUow~tone R.anttr. Thi\ Raia er r«en ed her 

broL:eu cellphone c IJ and umnecha:tely alerted me Yel.IO\\ tone National Pail.; D rcb Cen1cr "ho in 
IUru di~pah.bed l'n...~ WU~ lo the scene.. 

tatcJ tlw 
Ulted tlut \lo bm Jie found COX.~1 he "415 sri1J COO IOU\, b\11 ~ \Cl')' conhbed. 

be cned to ask himquestions to~ bi le\ cl ofalcn11e but he L:q>t 
>ri telv 10 her quesrioos by repeatedly referttmtr •o the · 10\\rope.. 

around bi le tated she sa"nothing wrapped mound CO!'A rr· lctt 

~c11me 11111C' Inter 

empty M.~'1 1 o a11 

.,tatcJ 1h. 1rJic thou~t t CO~A.."''T 501.lllded like he had ''\\ arer m hi., lunsz .. \\hen 1c \\ t3lk.mg.. 
_.,1.-pe:11edly Ub r A.NT to hold onto her kayak a~ 'he ''"em1>ted to paddle toward 

·~on cene alone UI h1 \ tandetn knynk 10 a 1s t . 

tated that they attempted to load n •1111 cOll'>CIOll'i CONANT into the 
em kayak however CONANTwni. coufu~ed nud l elhRJ IUC~ 

11nd wm, j 11 ~ 1110 1 provi n~ enough assistance·with the process foa them to I.le 1111cceso; fi.al.-
wc-re 11blc to hold onto CONANT between the boat '> n11d co11l i111~JH'd shore. 
·~ i 11 cs lhul lhcy had been paddling for 7 to 10 mimalet> whell~Tived 0 11 

o lo knyak to a lso assist inthe rescue of CONANT. 
Wilh 1hrce poop c 11ow 011 scene. Mtc111ptcd to get 
CONANT 11110 1he empty \cat w tandem IUlyok~c \ 1111 
llll.Succe,.~fuJ aud llli>1cad ''ere oru~~ on lop of~y lywll 
CONANT m 1dc 1he 'rune ea1 ~ith thetr three L:ayak 1ogc1ber the [lTOUp ~arted 
paddlma IO\\ l\fJ hott once •!lain. 

At some pou1t duru111 pM1Jliniz~ seetng the NPS rh<:ue bo.11 eppro.adwur OO\\e\·er 
•he could tcU the ~-uc boor ~her1!JOUP beca~ her suoup \U too off<J)O£c She 
cow.I 1eU tlM: boa1 \\ ROwsr 1ow~her group ombote m tc~ - lated that al 

1W, pou11 C'O~A."T \\ 00\\ UDCODSClOUS aOOJlO loo ' hi C)CS \\aC roUed bad; m his 
bead anJ lu chin" ttd ~that ~If" ere anemptwg to signal 
the re ... bo.'t by wa\1n1t their paddles in ihe air 
The ~"PS re ....Uie bo31armedoo5eeoe · mpplesmnt.al rcepom from 
Ran~ Elliott m1d Pol!!i:: · The Rangers ~ ,nboan.f and did a quick 
mcd!ca of While this was pperuntt. 1tc urt-1 opemumt the re~ue boat 
spotted :m 1er offshore and started lo motor towruJ 1bcm 
Upon dlTl\al 111 ocatioo Rmltte~ to the re~ue bo.11 fow1d CONANT 
lmco11.,,1ous. 1101 b1c111l11nll. nnd bein held o..-er the top ofthe (lroup<, knynl..., Rnn(lel broutt.ht 
CONAN"! . onboard the rescue boor, lenVIUfl lhcir l\ nynk~ nnd 
equipmc111 behind ond immedintely begin CPR on CONANT. (See ' 11pplc111e11111l 1cpo11s from 
rebµo11diatft 1 (11 1 ~crs for mote detail) The NPS rescue boat l'esponded lrnck lo the Gm.11t Village Boat 
Dock wore It WM 111c1 by nrlditioual waitiug rescue ruid mcdlcnJ pcnmmacl. Sci! EMS reports for the 
sub~cqwml' 111cdic11I ta cn1111en1 o f CONANT and 

Addl1loual Ou ~£fUf lp>e~ijgalion 
lm11nJ \H1t1e11 \\ 1l1le'> '>ll\lcmenrs were taken from all pnrtie i.nvoh:ed 0 11 .,c.cne 01 rbc tune of the 
wc1dcn1 "11h 1hc c~cepuon o >ho was tramponed llom rhc U1c1den1~cne by 
ambulance to rhe Lali:c Cluuc as later mrernewed by Ranacr Bock 1bb hotel m Cody. 
WY ~ folJo\\ ult J.ay "1lerc he also pro'ided a cyped wemen.1 tlw be had prqll&t'Cd ~lf 
Rescue wut ltoiu the L:.'\kc Dbmct Boat Pairol were on ccnc at the tune of tJ1c m11iaJ mc1dcn1 and 
pcrfonneJ a earcb of the West Thumb~ to locate m&Sm2 l.:ayab anJ equipmeol left oo the 
\later after the U1C1deo1 h 1 beltC\·ed that lhe only eqw:pment 001 accounted for muluple boors later 

-a C o-.;A.1'.Ts byti:. the OARS hypothennic bag. nmJnple b) padJJ , auJ • w~e throw ba~ 
CO' ,\NT' la) \\ fouud muluple days larer near Breeze Pollll Stt uprlauen11J repon b) 
fL.mttr LU1011) 
OARS b,;1J a \':tn full ot L:ayaL: equipmentandbyak eqwpment SU ed on~ bncb {ot Olbtt rours. Al 
the 111oc ol l11e mciJcnt all b)'ak eqa.ipmem that could be i>(bithdy uk1111ticJ a beuu1 unohed m the 
inc1dcn1 ". , unpowMied for inHstJgath-e pmposes and remo\ ed from the s.:enc to a C'a.lre 'NPS 
fo 1h1y by NP pcrsooJlel. Thi~ would include kayaks.. paddl~ life \e 11. l luO\\ ballS. pwnJh. etc (See 
photo loll ) 
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CONANT' t\\O pcl'\Oual backpacks were secured by invesllttators iiom the OAR company , .an and 
later turned O\Cf 10 1be Teton County Coroner. 

COSANT's clodiH. ~web \\tte reported to hepants and a Jlirt 1h:s1 he" ''euintat lhe rnue of the 
incmJcu1 \\ttc cut from his~ by rescuers c:luring bis medical trcaoncnt Im till ton \\car twable 
to l0t:atc lhetn h 1 bch~\ cd that they were gathered wuh medical " re and lnlUl trow lhe wcidcru 
-..:enc and matalcul) ch aided 

fpDon l p lp,nlln!lgp 
A re\ IC\\ ol ) cllo rooe Saoonal Park reeords shou-s OARS conune:rctal u;.c uthonnmon lCUA13
120) 1e, thctr pcnn1110 do L.:ayak (non-motorized boat) nips w YeUows100-: '"in trood IAndin~. 
Addit1oo:illy all lour trtlide1> w,·oh·cd m the incident ha\-e valid ··~wdc c rd ~ rcq1Ured b} lhe terms 
and cond11101n of their pcnnn Nothing in myim·estigat1on ~~\.cal~ that , ny of the guides 
invoh cd m the 111c1den1 h.1d done anything to nolate any of the leml or cond111on ol thci.r comparues 
kayok C'UA 

L11vtii.l lfl11I01 'i look photogrnphs of all kayaks and equipment involved 111 the mcltlc11t ns we11 a& 

pc1fon11cd n basic visunl inspection of all the kayak's and eq11lpmc11I iuvolvccl. Nothinp; out of ordinary 
Wllli found. (Sec photolo[ls) All equipment with the exception of CONAN'l" q knynk nud PFD were 
1clurucd to OARS 11111nilflcme11t. CONANT's Pm and kayak rcmnin 111cvidc11cc/s1ornp;e111 the Grant 
R8n[lcr Stn1io11 pemljn[l further direction from OSHA auU1orit ie<;. 

lU\c,t11m10" coJ1d11ctcd I~ weniewsmtb ut n.. oftlus report had 
001 condu t~t tilce 10 face wleniews with anyone else involved i111b1 iii ident . Muluple anempt:. to 
~. cb- or a follO\\•Up personal inteniew have proved tw u.:cci; ful 

Durio my ime ou1100 J cOtbUltcd withag.erusfiom the ~ational Park Sen ace lm-nt1g&U\e Sernces 
Bran.:h v.ho •lated tl1eis Ul\ ol\ emcnt in this im-esligarion "'as not \\ anauteJ 1 thi t~ 

So1hinsi w lU} 1wrial Ill\ e-.nsianoo of the incidentwould lead me to beliC'\e 1b.a1 t..ol'K'I aod or~ 
U\.C pla)N at1)' role w the C\CSUS of tins day. 

~olhi.u w my ut\ nua.aooo re\-ealcd any'iolation ofpart re~1on iu thti wc1dcnt. ~o c1uwoos 
\\ttC l lied 10 AJl)OOC lll\'Ol\cd. 

C'oo 1rlb11tl111 F111C'IOC\ I a11\e or Death 
A ofth.c \H11t11a ot the ul\ e L1~tn-e repon the official cause ofCONANT' de.uh hill yet 10 be 
dctcnnmed by the Teton C'o1wty Coroner. For the cootriburin£l fac1or11 nnd cntt.\c of dcnth we will have 
10 llwn1t the ollic1ol report from the Coroner's office. (See the Co1011c1 • s report fo1nddil ionnJ 
informnliou) 
<:rtllrnt s1111!l!l'10f 11l11l 1tlt11C'111neots to this repol't 
Supplcmcni rcportr; from rescue l>oat operators 
YcllowHtone Nniiounl P01k Di~'Palch Center Radio/Phone lotts 
Onn Guide lnitlnl Wrllten Statements 
~en St,\lements 

~Vnllcn Sta tement 

OAR~ CL.A Copy 

0 \RS Clitrci1t 20,., Gu1de Lisi 

Addwou.al uu .upplcmcutal rq>artS 

End or Rtpot t 


General ~port: 
lnodent 	 NP1707932 .. EMS (Medical lrjorylmnesslDeath)@06/14f2017 17 58 (YNP GRANO LOOP 

RO. YEUOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region IMR. StateJZone: WY. Area YELL S e : SNAKE)) (YEU Snake SAR
Tlmoctly CONANT • OARS Guide fa 
T170263519 (Reriew - ctosed] Due: 07111/2017 17:29 #704 BOCK. R ->#1183 
WILKINSON T (low) NP17079324 EMS (Medlcal lnjury1lllneas.Death)~ 14'2017 
17 58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD. YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK TETON WY 82190 
(WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: I 

Author #704 BOCK. R. Report time· 011101201117 28 
Entered by. #704 BOCK, R. Entered time: 011101201117:28 
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R•mafks: SupplementaJ 
Narrauv. 

Summary 
On 6/14/17 I responded to the report of persons in the water of Yellowstone 
Lake near the thermal area of the West Thumb Geyser Basin 1n Yellowstone 
National Par1< I assisted peripherally with Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR) of one v1ct1m and assisted US Park Ranger {USPR) F Deluca with the 
subsequent invesllgallon. As a result of the inetdent one male was 
pronounced dead and one male was treated and released tor hypothermia. 
Incident 
On 6/14/17 while restocking park service vessels at the Bridge Bay Manna 
after an earlier boating incident, I received the report of overturned kayaks 
with people In the water near West Thumb. I responded to the Incident via 
my patrol car with USPR J. Dunning. USPR Dunning stated enroute that he 
had received a phone message from his girlfriend saying she was having an 
emergency and needed help at about 1745 hrs. USPR Dunning then called 
Yellowstone Park Dispatch relaying the information at about 1746 hrs. 
Upon arrlval, I checked in with USPR and scene Incident Commander F. 
Deluca. I observed that CPR was being conducted on one white male on the 
service dock and a second maJe was sitting in the rear deck of the NPS 
vessel lied up alongside the dock. I observed a- emale wet from the 

later identified a~and asked her 1f she was cold. 
as v1s1bly distraught and shivenng. I asked her 1f she was ok and if 

she needed any medical assistance. She shook her head side to side 
1nd1cating no and I escorted her to my patrol vehicle and placed her in the 
front passenger seat With the heat on and doors unlocked I then went 

where I had observed the second male later identified as 
still sitting in the aft deck of the park vessel and escorted him to a 

waiting park ambulance with an ALS crew. 
USPR Deluca assigned me to assist with the subsequent 1nvesllgation. 
Through those witness statements, oral statements and 1nterv1ews, the 
following Is what I learned to have occurred on the afternoon/evening of June 
14, 2017. 
According to kayak guide for Oars, a group of three guides 
and nine cllents met at the Grant Marina fo.rkaaddle out to the "Basin a 
Geyers" located north of the Grant Marina. aid the trip typically 
takes 3-3.5 hours.~aid the guides wen hrough all the safety talks 
a d rocedures wm;n;eefients. The thre · . ere 

1mothy Conant and 
ano er ars guide was waiting back at the marina and was in charge of 
food 
I asked what specifically is covered in the safety and procedure talks, and 
~1d they explain how to get in and out of the boats on shore, adjust 
the rudder foot pedals, weight distribution, how to use the paddles and when 
they hear a Whistle blow: once means to get their attention and three bmes 
means for the group to head to shore. She continued saying that they also 
size the personal floatation devices {PFDs) and make sure they are frt 

ro ert I asked 1f the clients are shown how to wet exit from their kayak and 
id no I asked if the clients are shown or talked through how to get 

ac In o thetr kayaks 1f they capsize and~ald no I asked besides 
PFDs, what sort of safety devices are util~ovlded to the clients and 
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guides ~aid that each of the clients are provided a btlge pump 
wtuch Is strapped to the top decking of the kayak Each of the guides are 
provided a paddle float. throw bag and whistle and that w1th1n the group there 
1s a dry bag which cont. thermia bag which the Lead Guide has 
attached to their kayak ted she learned after the accident that 
there Is an emergency ne contained in another dry bag 1n the Lead 
Guide s kayak I asked f she had used a paddle noat before and 
she stated no I asked ff that was one of the things Oars had covered with 
her during her training and she stated no. I asked 1f she had training on how 
to get someone back into their boat if someone- sized and she stated no. I 

o the Lead Guide was for this trip and tated 1t was Conant 
lated each of the guides along with one c 1en were In single 

occupancy kayaks and the remaining 8 clients were In tandem kayaks for a 
total of 4 tandem kayaks. 
According to witness statement reports the group paddled out to the "Basin 
Geyer" without Incident and were paddlin back towards the Grant Marina 
when one of the clients, later identified as capsized his kayak 
and went In the water. According to a emen , the wind was 
blowing nght to left coming from shore and that he started to notice additional 
water In the bottom cockpit of his kayak. I asked- f he thought this 
was due to water dn~om hjs paddles or water coming tn over the 
edge of the cockpit ~xplained neither, that 1t seemed more to him of 
a small leak as he remembered his rear-end gettmg wet e~h he sat 
in a seat somewhat elevated above the floor of the kayak. ~xplained 
that a gust of wind hit him and with the shift in water weight moving to the left 
side of his kayak he was unable to counter the weight shift and capsized to 
the left side of his kayak. ~oted that the constant wind coming from 
shore was blowing him farther from shore. 
According to all reports,~s closest to en he capsized and 

es were with ccordlng tre orts the ~ 
-righted overturned Kaya an according t nd 
he e as still quite a bit of water inside the kayak after t was up-

within minutes all .. 
u1des u 

r g e . aid he was helped into b. s kayak and ~ 
trie· · the water out of the cockpit of kayak. Both _ 
and aid that very shortly after starting o pump the water out of his 
kaya , onan~ped over and Conant was In the water In between 
his kayak and - kayak. ~tated very shortly thereafter she 
remembers seeing Conant holding onto his overturned kayak and according 
to- he remembered seeing Conant laying on top of his overturned 

indicated rn their statements and interviews 
at ry1ng to pump e water out o~ayak wasn t working and since 

the kayak was nd1ng too low in the water, add1bonal water continued to come 
over th!lf!ed e of the cockpit ~id it was~ho suggested 
towing o shore since the wind was continuing to blow them farther 

1 g the water 
th stated that tarted out towing 

e hung onto the sides of their kayaks _,aid she 
thought Con-at alread knew ho~ack into his kayak'Wh"e"nthey 
started towin o shore. _.,aid she thought ad the 
same assump ion since as they were starting to paddle away, old 
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thereaner but was not able to make contact with her until he arrived on scene 
with me 
~to both en ~mved back with 
--Conant was still responsive but sluggish They both state that 
together they tned to Ifft Conant out of the water mt~ seat of his 
tandem kayak but were unsuccessful. By the time~ 


onant was com let urrres nsive according to both 


onan 
With all three. the were able to Ifft 


1 

out of the water into ayak. said that -
was able to hold Conant against his chest keeping him out of the water. 
~tated that she and - broke their kayak paddles 1n half 
making them more like a canoe paddle and started paddling to shore. Both 
said they didn't make it very far with the waves and wind. They then used the 
paddles to wave and blew their whistles to get the attention of the park 
service vess~ater. 
According to- mother to after 
~nd Conant caP.sized and eft to assist, she along 
'Wi'i'li"Other daughter and ith her granddau~ 
paddling towards the Grant Marina to get additional help ~aid 
they were arriving at the Grant Marina when the park service vessel was 
leaving. She said they gave the park rangers onboard add1t1onal directions to 
where the grou was located. 

after the kayaks containing 
headed towards Grant Manna, they paddled back 

Accordin to 

to e geyser asm to Within shouting distance of bystanders on the 
boardwalk. They both state that they were able to make contact with 
bystanders and to have them call 911 to get help tate that 
they got back to the Grant Marina around 1830 hrs 
According to_,,!!erk service vessel located he and ~rst and 
quickly loaded them up. old the rangers there was a snrrano'ther 
~ the water and e park service vessel headed towards that. 
~aid he was placed in a hypothermia ba o the vessel. All accounts 
state that once the park service vessel located nd 
Conant, all were loaded onto the park service vesse an CP was initiated 
on Conant. ~tated he assisted park rangers with CPR on the ride 
back to Gra'iiiM0ririaWhere Conant was transferred from the park service 
vessel to the dock where CPR was continued. 
This ends my report of what occurred on the water of Yellowstone Lake near 
the West Thumb Geyser Basin on June 14th, 2017 

Supplemenrary report: 
Incident NP17079324 EMS (Medical lnjurylmness1'Death) @06114'2017 17.58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RO YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL. PARK. TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region.. IMR. State!Zooe: WY. Area· YELL Sile SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide ta 

Ta.sK. T170253243 pnft rpt- Closed} Due: 07l0612017 10.57 #1183 WILKINSON T ->#1183 
WILKINSON T. {low) CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (M.cflc:al ln,ury1 neut>ealh)
GQ6. 1412017 17;58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD. YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

AUrhOr *376 POLEY. J Report tune 06/22/2017 00.51 
Ent•r-.d by #376 POLEY. J Entered time 0612212017 00.51 
Remarlf4 
Narratlv.. 
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On 06/14/10 17 11 appro1Um1tcly 1758 Hrs, the Yellowstone Communl<.ahon\ C nttf call&'d Granl Patrol asJt1ng 
for a phon. <•II I called the Com CPn~r and was notified that 7l37, Juon Dunnina a lake- Ran&"' h.cl ulled to 
notify them that hi 1Hrl'nd mo is an OARS ic.vAk Guid l. ti.cl calkod h m, 1tatin1 that she 
_..,on • Ufll tnp on l.o •Ye ne S00'1e'Where in the Wffi Thumb Ar~11nd th.t they h.cl •couple ol 
u u le wllh ~pie the watec C.el p00n.e reception wasn't very aood and it. er Dunnirig was i.mable 
to c~ her bl • fat moui nfo I notified Rangers Oel.Dca aod Elion tfwat we • t have prople in ~ -ttt 
somewticre 1n the 11H ol Wet Thumb, while the Com Center 1ttemptl!d 10 find out tnOfe 1nfoun111on 

The <ifant Vi tor Gent~ called c.r.nt Patrol by radioto nobfy us that • vi111oc Md wal'-"d"' ilnd not Ired tMm 

that the•e were~m ~ byilkers near the West Thumb~' S.i1n 

Rlf\IM Chuvar "Y who wu in the area because of a ~evious incident drove to the Wtit Thumb Ge~rBasin to 
t.ee if he CC»Jld see an)'thma from ~ board walk area. 

Rengc-r Deluca took lnc1df'nl command while, Ranger Elliott and I re~po~d 10 thf' W t Thumb Geyst'r Basin 
AtCil by National Park Serv1Cf' Vessel Eagle, from the Grant Manna. Jutt ouu1de or the C.rnnl Marin<> in the area 
ol tho Grant Compg1 ound two blue tandem kayaks flagged us down by wov111g their t11m1 ond kilynk paddles 
11bov11 their ho11d• . 1hey M'lid they were part of an Oars Trip and thal Ihere worfi pflorlo In I hll Willer, J asked 
lhr ni whctn 01, und 1,hey ,aid they were in the area ofthe Geyser Basin nnd they polnlod loword$ the closest 
111e11 of slN11 11 con1lng fr om the Basin. 

I ob~crvell onolhcr kayak paddling back towards t hemarina in the erea of tho Grent Campground I Loop. The 
occupents dldn'l tPPl"•1' to be In distress and didn' t try to flag us down 

On the lho1e ..outh of thf' Geyser Sasin (N 44 24.787, W 11 34 034), Rang r £111011 artd I ob!.t'rvt'd two individuals 
IP Vectun #1, who was an OARS dieot, and- emale 111 r ~nhf•ed 1 

1tho '' •n O~ keyak Guide, flagging us down. 

Vt<t&n • 1 wat tt•na Y'IMbfy $hiverina on shore W€aring a down i-det. • $hirt on his tap, and 1 dry bag Ol/'er his 
fe ·t The re\t ol his dothes IOd hh shoes were lying next to him m • pc~ on the Ulof fine 

~hind the ma~ supponmg him in the seated positJOO and was ru his wms nd b.Kk ~ouslv 
attmir lJnl to l:tt1) tUm warm. At this~~ a t-shln, loog PitnU, ond b&seboJt ap 
~n h<-r fa<Mt and button up Utirt to \ftetim #1 removing bis wet dotho and placina hh le t into a dty boig 
ano~mpt1na to warm h1m up 

I • ..-cl V'ec hm #J 1f he Nd any medical issues or- ifthere was 

Wf't and cold Hr .r11f:d th.Jt ot~r than being wetand cold 


•was fine . 

I 8'ked tht'm If thf'rn w 'anyone else in the water and how many other\ wen' therfl,-.tatf'd that there 
wc1s ilt lea5t one olhl'r person In the water that had capsized and tha t then.• w.is e1oup &lilt out on the water. 

I osslsted- md Vltlim 111 bock to the boat, which wasn' t able to come cornplololy rn &hotB due to how 
sh11llow l'~or wM. Aflc1 getting both indjviduals on board, getting 1110111 w111111w ct up 111 ~l eepi11g bags, and 
rnaklns ~urn thoy wrrc ok, we headed back out on to t he water to a group ot blu l" k11yak' opp1 OKlmatt-ly a 
quarter mile o ll \ horc-

Upon ornval I ob rrvftd 4 kayaks grouped together with 3 individual$ seatf'd in the k.iyak• and one individual a 
white malr Victim #2, who wu an OARS Kayak Guide, Jying across• k<tyak unrf'\pan rve H W'5 wtanng a red 
life- 1 et, brown p1n1s, and a blad. shirt. His~on was pa~ and purple, h s lips we-re purple, he had a red 
mark on "''chin, <tnd hi\ pupcls were dilat~ was on Kene told R_anct-r £lhot111nd I that Victim 112 
h6d been in the wll t '°' Z0.30 miiiutes and was unresponsive. Wrth the usutancf! of the kavakers, Rar\gH 
Eliott ind I broutflt the individual on board the Ea-5le- At this Ume we r~ the life Jad.t-l and ~rt attxhing 
the A(D Whkh ctviSf'd no UIOCk. I then c.a!led CPR in progress and r~lle$1ed I M<'df light Ran r Elliott drove 
ttw! £ bee le to the m.rtna ~I perbmed chest corn~esslons, aubt~ by oneGI the other uyak~. while 
llftQll\rt uvitter Wppofted hts •if way. 

Bad~ 1t ti mann.t I 1uined om« Raogenwith~ the incfividual on lhe doc: IOf a larger wottcing ~a to 

~ni:r euist wuh CPR Rangers Elliott. Oiuvar51ty, and~waned on the Al~ sidt ol lhc IncldMt while I 
supported the 11rw1y end pe-rformed rescue br"eathes via Bag Valve Mask Rangt-rt. Btt-•rley, Goins, So.trez, 
N1ederhord1, and othen petformPd rotations on chest compres.siOM, Once the Fliaht Med1u arri~ I assisted 
1111th lo.idona t ht' 1nd1111du1I onto1 back board and gurney before tran~rernng him 10 the ambulancf' whi~ Rangef' 
Chuvar ky conunuf'd to petfOfm chest compressions. 
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Author: 
Entered by: 

#2489 DELUCA, F. 
#2489 DELUCA F. 

Report time: 06/18/2017 14:56 
Entered time: 06/18/2017 14:66 

Vehicle· 
Officer 

Person: 
Address: 

Ahtt the 11mbulance t~1r~ the K"ene heading to the heli-spot, I as!list d ~ngers 01."rene ond 8odt with talcmg 
witnen st•le-~nts and klen1tfy1ng guides andclients. 

I nsutt'd two H•tional P111k ~eMaintenance Personnel, SalilNI 1nd ~IOOfra with pl.ant the klvaks, lite 
.-eu, pumps,. and u peddle into the Maintrnance 5taJce Bed trud bt!fore lf!GIHOI them in the ~ 

8.vn 

V'ittlm 11 win trampoued tot~ UkeCinicbyambulance.. 

Ext doc. occ r~port {PDF, 474.55 KB]: 
lnadent NP17079324 EMS (Medical lnjury/llness/Oeath) @06114'2017 17.58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RO YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Regt00· IMR. State/Zone; WY, Area: YELL Site· SNAKE)) (YELL SnaJce SAR
Tlmolhy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task T170253243 (lnlt rpt - Closed) Due: 07/06/2017 10.57 #1183 WILKINSON. T. ·>#1183 
WILKINSON. T. (Low) CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medlcal Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06114/201717:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

Remartcs 	 Stat•~t from first kayaker picked up on beach 

Exe. doc. occ r~port [PDF, 247.55 KB]: 
-~-ln<:Jdent 	 NP17079324 EMS (Medical lqur'y!mness/Death) @06/14'2017 17 58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RO, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region IMR. state!Zone: WY. Area. YELL Site. SNAKE)) (YEU Sna.ke SAR
Timothy CONANT - OARS Gade fa 

Te~ 	 T170253243 (IM rpt-Closed] Due: 07J06i2017 10 57 # 1183 WILKINSON T ·>:1183 
WILKINSON T (l..aw) CONANT SAR NP1707932.4 EMS lMedical Injuryii 1.ness/Oeath) 
@06114'2017 17"58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD. YEUOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

Author 	 #2489 DELUCA, F Report bme. 06/1812017 14:57 
Entered by 	 #2489 DELUCA. F. Entered bme: 06/1812017 14:57 
Person 
Addrt33.: 
Vehicle. 

Officer. 

Remarks: YELL 


Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 1018.78 KB]: 
Incident: NP17079324 EMS (Medical lnjury/llln ess/Death)@OS/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RD. YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR. State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL. Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR· 
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task: T170253243 (lnlt rpt - Closed) Due: 07106/2017 10.57 #1183 WILKINSON, T ->#1183 
WILKINSON T (Low) CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Med cal Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06/14 '2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD. YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

Author: 	 #2489 DELUCA. F Report bme· 06J18/2017 14.58 
Entered by: 	 #2489 DELUCA. F Entllred time· 06118/2017 14:58 
Poer.JM • 
Addle~· 

v~ 
otrur 
Rema.rlfs lnlt statements from two guides on water and guides be<* at van 

,,.____Ext doc. occ ~porr [PDF, 35.92 KB]: 
Incident NP17079324 EMS (Mecfical lnjury/Ulness/Death) @0611412017 17 58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RO, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL. Site SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR
Timolhy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 
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Task: 	 T170253243 [Intl rpt - Closed) Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 
WILKINSON, T. (low) CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

Author: #2489 DELUCA, F. Reporl time: 06/18/2017 14:59 

Entered by: #2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 06/18/201714:.a.. 
Person: CONANT, TIMOTHY HAYDEN RYAN [DECEASED] 07126/1 993 (23) M DL:U~ 


Address: 

Vehicle: 

Officer: 

Remarks: DL Copy of Deceased Kayaker 


Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 2.63 MB],_: ____ 
Incident: NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task: T170253243 [lnlt rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 
WILKINSON, T. (Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

Author: #2489 DELUCA, F. Report time: 06/18/2017 15:00 
Entered by: #2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 06/18/2017 15:00 
Person: 
Address: 
Vehicle: 
Officer: 
Remarks: 	 Initial statements from all kayakers onscene, besides client that was in water. 

Ext doc. occ report [JPG, 3.56 MB~: ____ 
Incident: NP17079324 EMS (Medical lnjury/lllness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR
nmothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task: T170253243 [lnit rpt- Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 
WILKINSON, T. [Low) CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

Author: #376 POLEY, J. Report time: 06/2212017 00:52 
Entered by: #376 POLEY, J. Entered time: 06/2212017 00:52 
Person: 
Address: 
Vehicle: 
Officer: 
Remarks: Photo of GPS coordinates from rescue of victim #1 

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 469.69 KB]:-=----Incident: 	 NP17079324 EMS (Medical lnjury/lllness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 
RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL. Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task: 	 T170253243 [lnit rpt- Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON. T. ->#1183 
WILKINSON, T. [Low) CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06/141201717:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

Author: #376 POLEY. J. Reporl time: 06/2212017 01 :11 
Entered by: #376 POLEY. J. Entered time: 06/2212017 01 :11 
Person: 
Address: 
Vehicle: 
Officer: 
Remarks: Poley photos 

Ext. doc. occ report [DOCX, 45.83 KB]: 
--"-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
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LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO)
 

Incident:	 NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 
RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task:	 T170253243 [Init rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 
WILKINSON, T. [Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

Author:	 #376 POLEY, J. Report time: 06/22/2017 01:12 
Entered by:	 #376 POLEY, J. Entered time: 06/22/2017 01:12 
Person: 
Address: 
Vehicle: 
Officer: 
Remarks:	 Photo Log Poley 

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 174.86 KB]: 
Incident:	 NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task:	 T170253243 [Init rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 
WILKINSON, T. [Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

Author: 
Entered by: 

#2489 DELUCA, F. 
#2489 DELUCA, F. 

Report time: 
Entered time: 

07/04/2017 16:14 
07/04/2017 16:14 

Person: OARS 
Address: 
Vehicle: 
Officer: 
Remarks: OARS Active Guides 

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 1.61 MB]: 
Incident:	 NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task:	 T170253243 [Init rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 
WILKINSON, T. [Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 

Author: 
Entered by: 

TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 
#2489 DELUCA, F. Report time: 
#2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 

07/04/2017 16:20 
07/04/2017 16:20 

Person: OARS 
Address: 
Vehicle: 
Officer: 
Remarks: OARS Current 2017 CUA for Kayak 

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 62.86 KB]: 
Incident:	 NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task:	 T170253243 [Init rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 
WILKINSON, T. [Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 

Author: 
Entered by: 

TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 
#2489 DELUCA, F. Report time: 
#2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 

07/04/2017 16:21 
07/04/2017 16:21 

Person: 
Address: 
Vehicle: 
Officer: 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO)
 

Remarks:	 CONANT Dispatch Logs 

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 256.13 KB]: 
Incident:	 NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task:	 T170253243 [Init rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 
WILKINSON, T. [Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

Author: #2489 DELUCA, F. Report time: 07/04/2017 20:09 
Entered by: #2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 07/04/2017 20:09 
Person: 
Address: 
Vehicle: 
Officer: 
Remarks: Photolog of CONANT's PFD 

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 173.32 KB]: 
Incident:	 NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task:	 T170253243 [Init rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 
WILKINSON, T. [Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

Author:	 #2489 DELUCA, F. Report time: 07/04/2017 20:40 
Entered by:	 #2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 07/04/2017 20:40 
Person: 
Address: 
Vehicle: 
Officer: 
Remarks:	 Photolog of CONANT's kayak 

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 279.70 KB]: 
Incident:	 NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task:	 T170253243 [Init rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 
WILKINSON, T. [Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

Author:	 #2489 DELUCA, F. Report time: 07/04/2017 20:41 
Entered by:	 #2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 07/04/2017 20:41 
Person: 
Address: 
Vehicle: 
Officer: 
Remarks:	 OARS Kayaks and Equip 1 

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 382.27 KB]: 
Incident:	 NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task:	 T170253243 [Init rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 
WILKINSON, T. [Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) 
@06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

Author:	 #2489 DELUCA, F. Report time: 07/04/2017 20:43 
Entered by:	 #2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 07/04/2017 20:43 
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Person:
 
Address:
 
Vehicle:
 
Officer:
 
Remarks: OARS Kayaks and Equip 2 


Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 255.22 KB]: 
Incident:	 NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task:	 T170263519 [Review - Closed] Due: 07/11/2017 17:29 #704 BOCK, R. ->#1183 
WILKINSON, T. [Low] NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 
17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 
(WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: I 

Author: #704 BOCK, R. Report time: 07/10/2017 17:32 
Entered by: #704 BOCK, R. Entered time: 07/10/2017 17:32 
Person: 
Address: 
Vehicle: 
Officer: 
Remarks: USPR Dunning phone log 

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 188.90 KB]: 
Incident:	 NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP 

RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER 
BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-
Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 

Task:	 T170263519 [Review - Closed] Due: 07/11/2017 17:29 #704 BOCK, R. ->#1183 
WILKINSON, T. [Low] NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 
17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 
(WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: I 

Author: #704 BOCK, R. Report time: 07/10/2017 17:36 
Entered by: #704 BOCK, R. Entered time: 07/10/2017 17:36 
Person: 
Address: 
Vehicle: 
Officer: 
Remarks: 
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~~~~~~~~~General Report 

U.S. Department of the Interior , National Park Service 

Printed: 0911512017 08 52 by 174 

Incident: NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 

Author: #2489 DELUCA, F. Report time: 07/04/2017 16:10 
Entered by: #2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 07/04/2017 16:10 

Remarks: 
17079327 CONANT Fatality Report 

Re ort:...... u..;;....-. ___ -

Investigative Narrative for IMARS: 
Below is an investigative summmy ofinformation gathered and complied through personal interviews, witness statements, 
supplemental report consolidation, andfirst hand investigator knowledge ofthe incident that happened on June 14th, 2017at 
approximately I 800hrs in the West Thumb Geyser Basin ofYellowstone National Park that resulted in the death ofOARS 
kayak guide Timothy CONANT. 

Incident Summrv 
On Jm1e 14, 201 7 Yellowstone Rangers responded with multiple rescue boats and ground tmits to repotis of a commercial 
kayak group in trouble, with people in the water offWest Tlnunb Geyser Basin. The first an-iving rescue boat discovered one 
victim already on shore who had been rescued by guides/clients and soon located a second victim still in the water 
approximately a qua1ter mile off shore. Rangers brought this second victim aboard their rescue boat and began CPR. The 
patient was retumed to the boat ramp where resuscitation effotis continued and the patient was moved to a waiting helicopter. 
Effo1is to revive this patient proved 1msuccessful and the patient was pronounced deceased on the helipad. The first kayaker 
that had been rescued was transported to the local park medical clinic, treated for hypothennia, and later released. A follow
up investigation into the events ofthe incident is being conducted by the National Park Service and the Teton Cmmty 
Coroner' s Office. 

Involved Companv Info 
OARS 
PO Box 67 
Angels Camp, CA 95222 
O.A.R.S is National Park Service approved concession company based out Angel Camp, Califomia with a local office based 
in Jackson, Wyotning. OARS has been a Yellowstone National Park non-motorized commercial pennit holder since 1996. 
When working in the Grant Village area the company primarily leads half day kayak trips out of the Grant Village Marina to 
the West Thumb Geyser Basin Area. and back. OARS has no resent history ofsafety violations with t11e NPS and has no 
resent histo1y of contacts by National Park Service Law Enforcement officers for violations ofpark regulations of any kind. 

Involved Kavak Guide Information 
Milden Ryan CONANT (Deceased) 

Salt Lake City, UT 84102 
DOB 07/26/93 DL 
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Tralnlna 'IP"ri•nr • 
It\\ COSA.'IT"r. first soo \\orlln! as kayak guide for OARS fkl 111 wilno\\n al be bad my prior kayake:q>eriew:e or 
a.uy e"<pc:ncncc U) ma oo Ydl<J\\ rone lake. Thiswas---fnt ~ca\OCl •01L.wa a layaJ.: guide~Q_.\RS as 
\\ell md IJtc 1 ted been ma k.ayakfu<! times~hfe belo.e ~a11w1~ a p:uide. When askedduring a 
fouo~\\-up mtm IC'\\ lated dw she had recen·ed no b)'Bl WCf)"trairuna pnnr to leadin~ mps ~OXRS. She 

:d th.it 

~enc) 

he tteet\ e no~ on what co do ifa client or CO-\\ona fell ou1 ofa la)"ak mto the w-arer. 
inhc:r I led ivedno trainin~ on ho" 10 coo1ac:1 , u1hon11c for http in the evem ofan 

on the \\ tcr. ~..-el oftrainmp and npcncm:c 11111.nlmo\\n at the wne ofthis report. 

Prno11nl f& Olf:('ll>r Eg11lpmry1 
On the day of the 111c:1dcn1 none of the mvo!Yed guides or client~ wns weon11p 1Ul) lyt>e of dry or we1 type ofprotecti-;e kayak 
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OARS Guides CONANT 
·e e together in a tandem kayak. 

ere together in a tandem kayak. 
;va.s not in a kayak during this incident, he remained at the company van back at the marina. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) 


clothing. CONANT was believed to be dressed in a ball cap, shitt, light weight pants, and Teva type sandals. He was also 

wearing a red personal flotation device. (See Coroners repo11 for more info1mation) 


All guides and clients were found to be wearing coast guard approved personal flotation devices suitable for kayaking. When 

found, CONANT was still wearing his PFD, which was then cut off him by rescue personnel. This PFD was secured by 

it1vestigators as evidence. (See photo logs) 

Two of the guides kayaks were equipped with rescue "throw bags" however they continually refeITed to them as "towropes" 

so there is some question as to if they knew what the pritna1y use ofa throw bag actually is. CONANT' s kayak may have 

been equipped with an additional throw bag as well, however that was never found. 


Inside one of the guide kayak's investigators found one paddle float while reviewit1g the involved equipment; however it is 

m1clear which guide was using this kayak. All kayaks were equipped with hand pumps to pmnp out water. The guides claim 

that CONANT had the OARS "hypothennic" bag however that has not been located as of this report. 


Water Conditions 

Yellowstone Lake, where the incident took place is approximately 132 square miles with depths ofup too approximately 430 

feet. Yellowstone Lake is the largest natural freshwater lake in the United States that is above 7000 feet It is roughly 20 

1niles long and 14 miles wide with 141 miles of shoreline. 


Weather Conditions 

At the titne ofthe incident the air temperature was approximately 53 degrees Fahrenheit (°F) with a dew point of35°F and an 

average hmnidity of73 percent. The sky was clear with a variable average wind speed of 13 mph with gusts up 21mph. The 

temperature ofthe water was estimated to be about 38-43°F. There were no officially repo1ted storms in the itmnediate area, 

however multiple statements from the pa1ties involved indicate high winds and "mifavorable kayakit1g conditions". 


Vessel 

The kayak being used by the deceased was a fourteen foot Carolina Perception kayak, blue in color. The kayak is owned by 

OARS the employer ofthe deceased. The kayak is a single person kayak, has a rudder for steering that is controlled by two 

foot pedals located inside the kayak, and has storage compartments both f01ward and rear in the boat. CONANT's kayak was 

initially lost in this incident, but was then recovered multiple days later by Grant Boat Patrol adrift on Yellowstone Lake. 

(See Ranger Elliott's supplemental repo1t) 


Investigation 
The following is the investigators (Ranger DeLuca) recount ofthe incident: 
The OARS kayak group lam1ched from the Grant Marina beach like any nonnal day and paddled along the shore toward the 
West Thumb Geyser Basin on a halfda tri . The guides and clients were configured in kayaks as follows: 

and Client~ere all in Solo kayaks. 

•ere together in a tandem kayak. 
ere together in a tandem kayak. 

The paddle to West Thumb Geyser Area was uneventful and the group was paddling back to the Grant Marina when the 
it1cident occw1·ed. The group was about twenty-five yards off shore, the distance they nonnally paddle at, with CONANT and 

- paddling up front with a gr~lers.~as it1 the rear of the group paddling with the slower 
paddlers when for an unknown reason~ipped over and fell from his kayak into the water. 

~unedia.tely called for assistance from the other two guides who responded to--ocation in the water. 
The other clients in the area. offered to help but were directed to not put themselves in rm---guides and to instead 
paddle toward shore and remain there till told otherwise. When CONANT and~11Tived on scene they were able to 
upright-kayak and assis- in gettin~ack into l~ed kayak. Even though
was now seated in his upri~showing signs of hypothemlia and his kayak was completely filled to the 
~r. CONANT,~orked feverishly with hand pmnps to remove the water from 

~kayak as the wind pushed them nuther and fmther from shore. 


At some point the kayak guides acknowledged among themselves that pmnpu~ the- ayak was not 
happenu1g fast enough for the hypothennic client and they needed to just tow ~ayak with him i.i1side it to shore. 
As the guides were attempting to make the transition to a. towing ope~T's kayak rolled to the u1side for an 
tmknown reason and he fell from llis kayak in-between his kayak and--kayak. There is some speculation on 
whether CONANT may have hit Ii.is head on one of the boats as he fell in between them, however none of the guides 
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involved could confinn or deny this for sure. Eve1yone involved did state that CONANT immediately came back up from 
m1der the water after falling in, but for some reason did not attempt to get back into his kayak and instead just "bear hugged" 
the u side down kayak. 

tated CONANT did not seem injured but more like he ~ing his breath. Both 
state t at ie appeared to be fine so they focused their attention on----escue and began to paddle in with 
~1 tow. tated that they had eve1y indication that CONANT was self-rescuing and still involved in the 
rescue of the act so much so that they were yelling for him to follow behind them and bring the hypothennic 
bag for the client. 

were paddlin~oward shore they could now see 

ecided that-
mg out toward them to ~~lso could see that CONANT was not following them. 

would get--"1to shore and- hould go back for CONANT. 

As.ho~ter 
assist- in g 
discovers the water fille aya 
water where he is successful! 
shore - assisted by 
clothes and wanning him. 
saw- and CONANT. His sister, 
onto the lake. 

- fated that as she paddled toward CONANT's last kt1o·wn location it was obvious he had been blown even further 
off shore but she knew where he was because she could hear him blowing his rescue whistle for help so she paddled in that 
direction. When~e enough to see CONANT he had stopped blowing the whistle and was now just floating 
motionless in th~er stated that CONANT was no longer holding onto his kayak, it was floating a 
distance away and still upside down.-stated that CONANT was still wearing his red personal flotation device and 
the OARS c-0mpany white hypothennia bag was also floating in the water nearby. 

It was ~sed her personal c.elllake the first call for help from ANY of the guides in the 
group. ~lilte multiple times to call ack at the OARS van in the Grant Marina parking area which m 
proved tmsuccessful. later stated when emg mterviewed that she was tmaware ofthe number to reach the 
National Park Service an 1 not kt1ow that dialing 911 from a cellphone would actually reach Yellowstone National Park 
Rangers so therefor she dialed her friend directly who happens to be a Yellowstone Ranger. This Ranger received her broken 
cellphone call and immediately aletted the Yellowstone National Park Dispatch Center who in tum dispatched rescue units to 
the scene. 

- tated that when she found CONANT he was still conscious, but seemed very confused.-tated that 
ask him questions to assess his level of alertness but he ke~ inappropriately to her questions by 

repeatedly refereein to the "towrope" being wrapped around his legs.~tated she saw nothing wrapped arom1d 
CONANT's also stated that she thought that CONANT sounded like he had "water in his lungs" when he 

i.1cted CONANT to hold onto her kayak as she attempted to paddle toward shore. 
Tived on scene alone in his tandem kayak to assist. 

stated that they attempted to load a still conscious CONANT into the empty seat of 
tandem kayak however CONANT was confused and lethargic at this point and was justnot providing enough 

assistance witl1 the process for them to be successful. fated they were able to hold onto CONANT betv.reen the 
~ed to paddle toward shore. stimates that they had been paddling for 7 to 10 minutes when 
~·ived on scene in to also assist in the rescue ofCONANT. 
With three peo le now on scene. !tempted to get CONANT into the 
empty seat in andem kayak however they were still tmsuccessfi l and instead were only able to lift 
CONANT on top o by lying CONANT inside the same seat as With their three kayaks 
together the group statted paddling toward shore once again. 
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them. 

Upon an1val at 

breathing, and emg le overt e top o t le groups kayaks. Rangers brought CONANT, 


ocation Rangers in the rescue boat found CONANT unconscious. not 

onboard the rescue boat, leaving their kayaks and equipment behind and immediately begin CPR on CONANT. (See 
supplemental repo1is from responding rangers for more detail) The NPS rescue boat responded back to the Grant Village 
Boat Dock were it was met ~l waiting rescue and medical personnel. See EMS reports for the subsequent medical 
treatment ofCONANT and- 

Additional On Scene Investigation 
Ir-· · · . · statements were taken from all parties involved on scene at the time of the incident. with the exception 
o •ho was transported from the incident scene by ambulance to the Lake Clinic. ~as later 
interviewed by Ranger Bock at his hotel in Cody, WY the following day where he also provided a typed statement that he 
had prepared h.imself. 
Rescue units from the Lake District Boat Patrol were on scene at the time of the initial incident and perfonned a search ofthe 
West Thi.lmb waters to locate missing kayaks and equipment left on the water after the incident. It is believed that the only 
equipment not accounted for multiple hours later was CONANT's kayak, the OARS hypothennic bag, multiple kayak 
paddles, and a single throw bag. CONANT' s kayak was fotmd multiple days later near Breeze Point (See supplemental report 
by Ranger Elliott) 
OARS had a van full ofkayak equipment and kayak equipment staged on the beach for other tours. At the time of the 
incident all kayak equipment that could be positively identified as being involved in the incident was impounded for 
investigative purposes and removed from the scene to a secme NPS facility by NPS personnel. This would include kayaks, 
paddles, life vests, throw bags, pumps, etc. (See photo logs) 

CONANT's two personal backpacks were secured by investigators from the OARS company van and later tumed over to the 
Teton Cotmty Coroner. 

CONANT' s clothes, which were reported to be pants and a shut that he was wearing at the time ofthe incident were cut from 
his person by rescuers durii1g his me.dical treatment. Investigators wear tmable to locate them. It is believed that they were 
gathered with medical waste and trash from the ii1cident scene and mistakenly discarded. 

Follow-Up Investigation 
A review of Yellowstone National Park records shows OARS commercial use authorization (CUA 13-120) ie, their pennit to 
do kayak (non-motorized boat) trips in Yellowstone is ii1 good standing. Additionally all four guides involved ii1 the incident 
have valid "guide cards" as required by the te1ms and conditions oftheir pe1mit. Nothing ii1 my investigation has revealed 
that any of the guides iiivolved ii1 the 'ii1cident had done anything to violate any ofthe tenns or conditions of their companies 
kayak CUA. 

Investigators took photographs of all kayaks and equipment ii1volved in the incident as well as performed a basic visual 
ii1spection of all the kayak's and equipment involved. Nothing out of ordina1y was fow1d. (See photologs) All equipment 
with the exception ofCONANT' s kayak and PFD were retw11ed to OARS management. CONANT's PFD and kayak remain 
ii1 evidence/storage at the Grant Ranger Station pending further direction from OSHA autho11ties. 

Investigators conducted personal interviews wit~ut as 0~?1t had not conducted face to 
face interviews with anyone else involved in this incident. Multiple attempts to reach~or a follow-up personal 
ii1terview have proved wisuccessful. 

Dw1.ng my investigation I consulted with agents from the National Park Se1vice Investigative Services Branch who stated 
thefr involvement in this investigation was not wa1rnnted at this time. 

Nothii1g in my initial investigation of the incident would lead me to believe that alcohol and/or dmg use played any role in 
the events ofthis day. 

Nothing in my investigation revealed any violation ofpark regulations in this incident. No citations were issued to anyone 
iiivolved. 

Contributing Factors I Cause of Death 
As of the w11ting of the investigative repo1t the official cause ofCONANT' s death has yet to be detennined by the Teton 
County Coroner. For the contributing factors and cause of death we will have to await the official repo1t from the Coroner's 
office. (See the Coroner's report for additional info1mation) 
Clitical supplemental attachments to this r eport 
Supplement repo1is from rescue boat operators 
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Yellow tone Nauonal Par!. Dispatch Center Radio/Phone logs 
Oars Gwde Ini1111J Wnttcn Statement!. 
Chem Jn111l\l Wnrtcn t. temenb 
~n11en Sutement 
OARS Ct.A Cop) 
OARS current 201 ~ Gwde List 
Addu1on.,1 mm:. upplemenr;,I reports 

£od orRrpon 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) 


Printed by: 174 Date: 09/15/2017 08:52 Computer: INPYELL058474 Page 6 of 6 



LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) 

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service 

Printed: 0911512017 08:46 by 174 

Incident: NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/201717:58 

Author: #704 BOCK, R. Report time: 07/10/2017 17:28 
Entered by: #704 BOCK, R. Entered time: 07/10/2017 17:28 

Remarks: 
Supplemental 

Re ort: 
Summary 
On 6/14/17 I responded to the report of persons in the water of Yellowstone Lake near the 
thermal area of the West Thumb Geyser Basin in Yellowstone National Park. I assisted 
peripherally with Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) of one victim and assisted US Park 
Ranger (USPR) F. Deluca with the subsequent investigation. As a result of the incident, one 
male was pronounced dead and one male was treated and released for hypothermia. 
Incident 
On 6/14/17 while restocking park service vessels at the Bridge Bay Marina after an earlier 
boating incident, I received the report of overturned kayaks with people in the water near West 
Thumb. I responded to the incident via my patrol car with USPR J. Dunning. USPR Dunning 
stated enroute that he had received a phone message from his girlfriend saying she was 
having an emergency and needed help at about 17 45 hrs. USPR Dunning then called 
Yellowstone Park Dispatch relaying the information at about 1746 hrs. 
Upon arrival, I checked in with USPR and scene Incident Commander F. Deluca. I observed 
that CPR was being conducted on one white male on the service dock and a second male was 
sitting in the rear deck of the NPS vessel tied up a~k. I observed a_ 
female wet from the waist down, later identified as-and asked her ~s 
cold. ~as visibly distraught and shivering. I asked her if she was ok and if she 
needed any medical assistance. She shook her head side to side indicating no and I escorted 
her to my patrol vehicle and placed her in the front passenger seat with the heat on and doors 
unlocked. I then went directly to where I had observed the second male, later identified as 

still sitting in the aft deck of the park vessel and escorted him to a waiting park 
ambulance with an ALS crew. 

USPR Deluca assigned me to assist with the subsequent investigation. Through those witness 

statements, oral statements and interviews, the following is what I learned to have occurred on 

the afternoo~ 14, 2017. 

According to-kayak guide for Oars, a group of three guides and nine clients 

met at the Grant Marina for a kayak paddle out to the "Basin G-ers"
located north of the 
Grant Marina. -said the trip typically takes 3-3.5 hours. aid the guides went 
through all ~talks and procedures with the clients. The ree ars uides with the 
group were-Timothy Conant and another 
Oars guide was waiting back at the marina and was in charge of food. 
I asked what specifically is covered in the safety and procedure talks, and -said they 
explain how to get in and out of the boats on shore, adjust the rudder foot pedals, weight 
distribution, how to use the paddles and when they hear a whistle blow; once means to get 
their attention and three times means for the group to head to shore. She continued saying 
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that they also size the personal floatation devices (PFDs) and make~ are fit properly. 
I asked if the clients are shown how to wet exit from their kayak and- aid no. I asked 
if the clients are shown or talked through how to get back into their kayaks if they capsize and 

- said no. I asked besides PFDs, what sort of safety devices are utilized or provided to 
the clients and guides. - said that each of the clients are provided a bilge pump which 
is strapped to the top decking of the kayak. Each of the guides are provided a paddle float, 
throw bag and whistle and that within the group there is a dry bag which contains a 
"Hypothermia bag" which the Lead Guide has attached to their kayak. ~tated she 
learned after the accident that there is an emergency phone contained in another dry bag in 
the Lead Guide's kayak. I asked- if she had used a paddle float before and she stated 
no. I asked if that was one of the things Oars had covered with her during her training and she 
stated no. I asked if she had training on how to get someone back into their boat if someone 
capsized and she stated no. I asked who the Lead Guide was for this trip and~tated 
it was Conant. 

- tated each of the guides along with one client were in single occupancy kayaks and 
~ining 8 clients were in tandem kayaks for a total of 4 tandem kayaks. 
According to witness statement reports the group paddled out to the "Basin Geyer" without 
incident and~back towards the Grant Marina when one of the clients, later 
identified a~capsized his kayak and went in the water. According to 
statement, the wind was blowing right to left coming from shore and that he started to notice 
additional water in the bottom cockpit of his kayak. I asked- if he thought this was due 
to water dripping in from his paddles or water coming in over the edge of the cockpit. 
explained neither, that it seemed more to him of a small leak as he remembered his r~ 
~et even though he sat in a seat somewhat elevated above the floor of the kayak. 
- xplained that a gust of wind hit him and with the shift in water weight moving to the 
left side of~ he was unable to counter the weight shift and capsized to the left side of 
his kayak. _.,oted that the constant wind coming from shore was blowing him farther 
from shore. 
According to all reports as closest to~hen he capsized and within minutes all 
three guides were with Accordin to re orts the guides up-righted
overturned kayak and according to there was still quit~ater 
inside the kayak after it was up-righted. aid he w-shel ed into back int~k 

th uides tried to bilge the water out of the cockpit of ayak. Both - and 
said that very shortly after starting to pump the wa er ou o ·s ka ak, Cona-n's ka ak 

• pp er and Conant was in the water in between his kayak and kayak. 
stated very short~er she remembers seeing Conant holding on o 1s overturne aya 
and according to- he remembered seeing Conant laying on top of his overturned 
ka ak. 

II indicated in their statements and interviews that trying to pump 

re and they wer · s bilging the water. 
both stated that tarted out towing- o shore 

e sides of their kaya s. a1 ght Con-araTreacrv' knew 
how to ~k into his kayak when they started towing o shore. aid she 
as e ung on o 

the water out of kayak wasn't working and since the kayak wa- ridin too low in the 
..~dditional water contin~me over the edge of the cockpit. aid it was 
~ho suggested towing - o shore since the wind was continuing o low them 

thought- had the same assumption since as they were starting to pa e away. 

told Conant to bring the hypothermia bag, which was attached to Conant's kayak aft of the 

cockpit on top of the decking. 

According to the statements of clients 

. hey observed Conant's kayak capsize and 
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to shore. According to their statements not much progress was bein made as the guides and 
~ontinued to get blown farther from shore. Both who were 
in tandem ka ak addled out to assist tated she remembered 

she disengaged her kayak from 
said she was surprised how far Conant 

o shore near the West Thu-bGe ser Basin. 

oming toward her an 
nd started paddling back to Conant. 

a n ed in what seemed a very short amount of time as Conant was now 25-50 yds away 
from her. 

Once on shore, both i they worked together to get ut of his 
wet clothes and start warming him up. aid he took the tandem l<ay-anaaddled 
back out to assist- and Conant. aid that after making sure as in 
as many dry clothes as possible, she to single person kayak back ou in o e water 
to try and hel her brother and Conant. re-iterates the same but says she stayed her 
client to make sure he was ok. 

a1 w en s e got closer to Conant, Conant was no longer holding onto his kayak but 
was 5-10 ft away she estimated. - stated that Conant talked of a throw bag that was 
wrapped around his leg but she did not see any evidence of it. ~aid she told Conant 
to hold onto the back of her kayak so she could start towing hi~. Instead, Conant 
held on~e of her kayak but moved around her kayak by shuffling his hands along the 
edges. - said she was with Conant approximately 7-10 minutes before the next person 
arrived. 

aid that it was during this time that she used her personal phone to call for help. 
aid she first tried calling- o call for additional help but wasn't able to connect. 
aid she then called her significant other, USPR J. Dunning, who was off duty at the 

time and she knew would be home. ~tated she saw that her phone was at about 10% 
battery life prior to calling. - aid she made contact with USPR Dunning and told him to 
send help and that they hadj)eOpie'in the water. ~aid the call was scratchy since her 
service provider is AT&T and Verizon tends to work better in that area. She also said the 
batte~er phone went from 10% to 0% in about a minute and a half and was then 
dead. ~aid after making contact with USPR Dunning, she started paddling towards 
shore. 
The time stamp according to USPR Dunning's cell phone log is 1741 hrs. The initial ~I 
was 1 minute 52 seconds. The phone call records show USPR Dunning tried calling 
back 3 times at 1743, 1744 and 1744 hrs then phoned~ne Park Dispatch at 1745 hrs 
to relay the information. According to USPR Dunning ,~sked if National Park Service 
could come help and there were 2 people in the water. USPR Dunning said th~call 
became very scratchy early in the conversation and remembered hearing that-.Vas 
near the geyser basin. USPR Dunning stated that Yellowstone Park Dispatch requested 
additional information and he tried to call~ack but~went straight to 
voicemail. Phone records show USPR Dunning tried re-co~multi ple times 
thereafter but was not able to make contact with her until he arrived on scene with me. 
According to both when- arrived back with- Conant 
was still responsive u s ugg1s . ey o state that together they tried to lift Conant out of 
the water into the empty seat of his tandem kayak but were unsuccessful. By the time 

arrived on see responsive according to both 
With all three re able to lift Conant ou o e 

wa er 1ntoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiikayak. · at as able to hold Conant against his 
chest kee~of the water. sta e and - broke their kayak 
paddles in half making them more like a canoe paddle and starte~to shore. Both 
said they didn't make it very far with the waves and wind. They then used the paddles to wave 
and blew their whistles to get the attention of the park service vessel now on the water. 
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According to after and 
Conant capsized and left to assist, she along with other daughter and 
~nddaughter started paddling towards the Grant Marina to get additio~ 
~said they were arriving at the Grant Marina when the park service vessel 
was leaving. She said they gave the park rangers onboard additional directions to where the 
group was located. 
According to after the kayaks containing 
_,eaded towards Grant Marina, they paddled back to the geyser basin to within 
shouting distance of bystanders on the boardwalk. They both state t~le to 
make contact with bystanders and to have them call 911 to get help. -tatethat 
they got be~rant Marina around 1830 hrs. 
Accordin the park service vessel located he and irst and quickly loaded 
them up. e rangers there was a still another perRe water and the park 
service vessel headed towards that. - aid he was placed in · 
vessel. All accounts state that once the park service vessel located 
and Conant, all were loaded onto the park service vessel and CPR was initiated on Conant. 
~tated he assisted park rangers with CPR on the ride back to Grant Marina where 
Conant was transferred from the park service vessel to the dock where CPR was continued. 
This ends my report of what occurred on the water of Yellowstone Lake near the West Thumb 
Geyser Basin on June 14th, 2017. 
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Report: 
On 06/14/2017 at approximately 1758 Hrs, the Yellowstone Communications Center called Grant Patrol asking for a phone 
call. I called the Com Center and was notified that 7L37, Jason Dunning a Lake Ranger had called to notify them that his 
girlfriend ~ho is an OARS Kayak Guide), had called him, stating that she was on a kayak trip on Lake 
Yellowsto~ the West Thumb Area and that they had a couple of kayaks capsize with people in the water. 
Cell phone reception wasn't very good and Ranger Dunning was unable to call her back for more info. I notified Rangers 
Deluca and Elliott that we might have people in the water somewhere in the area of West Thumb, while the Com Center 
attempted to find out more information. 

The Grant Visitor Center called Grant Patrol by radio to notify us that a visitor had walked in and notified them that there 
were some stranded kayakers near the West Thumb Geyser Basin. 

Ranger Chuvarsky who was in the area because of a previous incident drove to the West Thumb Geyser Basin to see if he 
could see anything from the board walk area. 

Ranger Deluca took incident command while, Ranger Elliott and I responded to the West Thumb Geyser Basin Area by 
National Park Service Vessel Eagle, from the Grant Marina. Just outside of the Grant Marina in the area of the Grant 
Campground two blue tandem kayaks flagged us down by waving their arms and kayak paddles above their heads. They 
said they were part of an Oars Trip and that there were people in the water. I asked them where at, and they said they were 
in the area of the Geyser Basin and they pointed towards the closest area of steam coming from the Basin. 

I observed another kayak paddling back towards the marina in the area of the Grant Campground I-Loop. The occupants 
didn't appear to be in distress and didn't try to flag us down. 

On the shore south of the Geyser Basin (N 44 24.787, W 1134.034), Ranger Elli 
male Victim #1, who was an OARS Client, and a~emale later identified as 
an OARS Kayak Guide, flagging us down. 

Victim #1 was sitting visibly shivering on shore wearing a down jacket, a shirt on his lap, and a dry bag over his feet. The rest 
of his clothes and his shoes were lying next to him in a pile on the shore line. 

~as behind the male sup~ him in the seated position and was rubbing his arms and back vigorously attempting 
to keep him warm. At this time~as wearing at-shirt, long pants, and baseball cap.- had given her jacket and 
button up shirt to Victim #1 removing his wet clothes and placing his feet into a dry bag attempting to warm him up. 

fine. 

I asked them if there was anyone else in the water and how many others were there - tated that there was at least 
one other person in the water that had capsized and that there was a group still out on the water. 

I assisted llmand Victim #1 back to the boat, which wasn't able to come completely to shore due to how shallow the 
water was. Aher getting both individuals on board, getting them wrapped up in sleeping bags, and making sure they were 
ok, we headed back out on to the water to a group of blue kayaks approximately a quarter mile off shore. 

Upon arrival I observed 4 kayaks grouped together with 3 individuals seated in the kayaks and one individual a white male 
Victim #2, who was an OARS Kayak Guide, lying across a kayak unresponsive. He was wearing a red life jacket, brown pants, 

I asked Victim #1 if he had any medical issues or if there was an 
He stated that other than being wet and cold he was 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) 

Printed b 174 Date: 09/15/2017 08:56 Com uter: INPYELL058474 Pa e 1 of2 



LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) 


and a black shirt Ill~ complexion was pale and purple, his lips were purple, he had.ired mark on his chin, and his pupils 
were dilated~ho was on scene told Ranger EJliott and I that Victim #2 had been in the water for20-30 minutes 
and was unre'>pons1ve. With the assistance ofthe kayakers, Ranger Elliott and I brought the 1ndiv1dual on board the Eagle. 
Al this time we removed the life jacket and shirt attaching the AED which advised no shock. I then called CPR in progress 
and requested a Medrlight. Ranger Elliott drove the Eagle back to the marina while I performed chest compressions, 
assisted by one of the other kayakers, while another kayaker supported hi<> air way. 

Back at the manna I ass1 ted other Rangers with plaring the individual on the dock for a larger working area to better assist 
with CPR. Rangers Elliott, Chuvarsky, and Derene worked on the Al5 side or the incident while I supported the airway and 
performed re~cue breclthes via Bag Valve Mask. Rangers Brearley, Goins, Suarez, Niederhardt, and others performed 
rotations on chest compressions. Once the Flight Medics arrived I assisted with loading the 1nd1vidual onto a back board and 
gurney before transfemng him to the ambulance white Ranger Chuvarsky continued to perform chest compressions. 

After the c1mbulance cleared the scene heading to t he heli-spot, I assisted Rangers Derene and Bock with taking witness 
statements and Identifying guides and clients. 

I assisted two National Pa rk Service Maintenance Personnel, Sazima and Stoor la with placlng the kayaks, life jackets, 
pumps, and koyak p;:iddles lnlo the Maintenance Stake Bed truck before securing the m in the Berger Barn. 

Victim II l Wil!t lrc1nspor led to the Lake Oinic by ambulance. 
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UNITED STATES OEPAR1'MENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARJ) SERVICE 

SUPPLEMENTARY CASE /lNCJDENT RECORD 
OR.GANJZATION (PARK) NAME 

Yellowstone National Park 

LOCATION OF INCID.ENT 

Yellowstone Lake near West Thumb Geyser Basin 

NATURE OF JNCIDENT 

Search and Rescue 

COMPLAINANT'S NAME ICOMPLAINANl"S ADDRESS 

CASE/INCIDENT NUMBER 

CFS: Y061417-60 

DATE OF INCID.ENT 

06/14/2017 

At approximately 18:00 hrs., I received a phone call from Ranger fake Poley requesting my assistance as the boat operator. He told 
me that he had received a call from Yellowstone Communication Center stating that there was a report of 2 capsized kayaks and 2 
people in the water. The information was nonspecific as to exact location of the incident, but they lhought it was near West Thumb 
Geyser Basin. 

At 18:10 hrs Ranger Poley and I responded in a Park Service patrol boat in the direction of West Thumb Basin. At 18:15 hrs., 
approximately in front of the Grant Campground, a group of two tandem kayaks signaled to us they needed assistance. We stopped 
and spoke lo the group who told us there were members of lheir group who needed help in the direction of the Geyser Basin. 
Further information from The Yellowstone Communication center then indicated that new reports suggested one of the parties in 
distress was "stuck" in the lagoon near the geyser basin. A1 18:18 hrs., we located two individuals, later idemified as a guide and a 
client, huddled together on the shoreline just south-west of West Thumb Geyser Basin, Ranger Poley assessed the party, 
determining no immediate fife tb.reats were present, and we loaded the party onto·the patrol boat. 

As Ranger Poley was assessing the two individuals on shore, l could see what appeared to be several blue kayaks, grouped 
together, floating approximately one-quarter mile off shore. Witl1 binoculars, it did appear to be 2-3 kayaks rafted together. The 
individuals on the kayaks made no attempt to attract our attention. They did not signal nor wave their paddles. They were not 
actively paddling. They appeared to be just sitting in their boats. As soon as the first party was loaded aboard, we responded to the 
rafted group ofka,yaks. At 18:32 hrs. , we made contact with the group of kayaks. We immediately observed a white male, 
approximately in his mid-twenties, supine across the kayaks. One of t:he individuals in the group, possibly the guide, stated that "he 
has been unconscious" and that "he had been in t:he water submerged, for 20-30 minutes. The victim was pale, nor breathing. aud 
upon initial assessment determined to be pulseless. His pupils were fixed and dilated. 

We quickly transferred the victim onto the patrol boat. After applying an AED and begim1ing Basic Life Support, we left the scene 
and proceeded directly to Grant Marina to meet the awaiting ambulance. 

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED BY (SlONATURE AND DATE) 

·.;· 

1f14y ···~ -~ 1 
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ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK NAME) 
Yellowstone National Park 

LOCATION OF INCIDENT 
Yellowstone Lake, West Thumb, Grant 
NATURE OF INCIDENT 
Coroner's Report 
COMPLAINANT'S NAME 

Ti-yan CONANT 
SS# 
DOB: 07/26/1993 
DOD: 06/ 14/ 2017 

CASE INCIDENT NUMBER 
NP17079324 

DATE OF INCIDENT 
06/14/ 2017 

Salt Lake City, UT 84102 

Summary of Incident: 

On 06/14/2017, Yellowstone Rangers responded wit h multiple rescue boats and ground units to reports of a 

commercial kayak group in trouble, with people in the water off West Thumb Geyser Basin. The first arriving 

rescue boat discovered one victim already on shore (rescued by guides/clients) and soon located a second victim 

still in the water approximately a quarter mile off shore. Rangers brought the second victim aboard their rescue 

boat and began CPR. The patient was returned to the boat ramp where resuscitation efforts continued. The 

patient was transported via ambulance with both NPS and flight crew continuing resuscitation efforts. Efforts to 

revive this patient proved unsuccessful and the patient was pronounced deceased on the helipad. 

Timothy Hayden Ryan CONANT's Manner of Death was recorded as drowning as a result of cold water submersion 

and cardiac arrest. CONANT's death certificate, 2017-002209, was recorded by Wyoming Vital Statistics on July 17, 

2017. 

Incident Invest igation and Response: On June 14, 2017, the OARS kayak group launched from the Grant Marina 

beach and paddled along the shore toward the West Thumb Geyser Basin on a half day trip. The guides and clients 

were configured in kayaks as follows: 

Clients 
Clients 
Clients 

The group was paddling back to the Grant Marina when the incident occurred. The group was paddling 
approxim~wenty-five yards off shore: CONANT and ~ere paddling up front with a roup of faster 
paddlers.~as in the rear of the group paddling with the slower paddlers when 
and fell from his kayak into the water. 

ipped over 

- immediately called for assistance from the other two guides who responded to 
water. The other clients were directed to paddle toward shore. CONANT and 
~ayak and assist..n getting~ack into his water filled kayak. 

location in the 
e to upright 

as seated in his 
kaya~s were that he was showing signs of hypothermia. The guides attempted to remove the water 
from--kayak; however, decided this was not effective and transitioned their rescue efforts to a towing 
effort. During this time, it was reported that CONANT's kayak rolled to the inside and he fell from his kayak into 
the water. Everyone involved did state that CONANT immediately came back up from under the water after 
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falling in, but for some reason did not attempt to get back into his kayak and instead just "bear hugged" the upside 
down ka ak. 

tated CONANT did not seem injured. 
o they focused their attention on- escue and began to paddle in with 

in tow. 

ere paddling- oward shore they could now see 

addling out toward them. - he also realized at this~t CONANT was not following t hem. 


It was decided that~ould get nto shore and~ould go back for CONANT. 


rrived on scene with ml:o assist ack to shore. - gain 
ends up bac- ter after ~ecomes to heavy and filled with water. s towed to shore by 
holding onto ayak and~ayak. 

On shore began treating- or hypothermia by stripping his clothes and 
takes his kayak back out onto the water to assist- nd CONANT 

- tated that as she paddled toward CONANT's last known location she could hear him blowing his rescue 
whistle. A- rrived near CONANT, he appeared unconscious, lying motionless in the water - no longer 
holding his kayak. He was still wearing his PFD, and she observed the OARS company hypothermia bag in the 
water nearby. 

sed her personal cellphone to make the first call for help from ANY of the guides in the group. 
ttempted multiple times to call - back at the OARS van in the Grant Marina parking area which 

proved unsuccessful. 

- later stated when being interviewed that she was unaware of the number to reach the National Park 

Service and did not know that dialing 911 from a cellphone would actually reach Yellowstone National Park 

Rangers so therefor she dialed her friend directly who happens to be a Yellowstone Ranger. This Ranger received 
her broken cellphone call and immediately alerted the Yellowstone National Park Dispatch Center who in turn 
dispatched rescue units to the scene. 

- tated that when she found CONANT he was still conscious, but seemed very confused.- tated 
that she tried to ask him questions to assess his level of alertness but he kept answe~opriately to her 
questions by repeatedly refereeing to the "towro e" being wrapped around his legs ....tated she saw 
nothing wrapped around CONANT's legs. lso stated that she thought that CONANT sounded like he had 
"water in his lungs" when he was talking repeatedly instructed CONANT to hold onto her kayak as she 
attempted to paddle toward shore. 

tated that they attempted to load a still conscious CONANT into the empty seat of 
andem kayak however CONANT was confused and lethar ic at this point and was just not providing 

enough assistance with the process for them to be successful. tated they were able to hold onto 
CONANT between the boats and c~dle toward shore. stimates that they had been 
paddling for 7 to 10 minutes whe~rrived on scene in olo kayak to also assist in the rescue 
of CONANT. 

With three peo ttempted to get CONANT into the 
empty seat in em kayak however they were still unsuccessful and instead were only able to 
lift CONANT on top of by lying CONANT inside the same seat as With their three 
kayaks together the group starte pa dling toward shore once again. 
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At some point during paddling recalls seeing the NPS rescue boat approaching however she could tell the 
rescue boat could not see her group because her group was too far off shore. She could tell the boat was going 

and her group onshore instead. 
stated that 

toward stated that at this point CONANT was now unconscious 
and unresponsive. His eyes were rolled back in his head, and his chin was red. 
and herself were attempting to signal the rescue boat by waving their paddles in the air and yelling. 

The NPS rescue boat spotted and her group offshore and started to motor toward them, after completing 
assessments of 

breathing, and being held over the top of the group’s kayaks. Rangers brought CONANT, 
Upon arrival at location Rangers in the rescue boat found CONANT unconscious, not 

onboard the rescue boat, leaving their kayaks and equipment behind and immediately began CPR on 
CONANT. (See supplemental reports from responding rangers for more detail) 

The NPS rescue boat responded back to the Grant Village Boat Dock were it was met by additional waiting rescue 
and medical personnel. Air 3 had arrived on scene at Grant Village, and were transported down to the dock where 
the NPS rescue boat and responders were performing CPR on CONANT. At 19:20 hours, Air 3 Crew arrived on 
scene with the patient and assumed patient care. After receiving assessment both Air 3 and NPS EMS personnel 
continued resuscitation efforts, moved the patient into the ambulance and transported CONANT to the helipad. 
Jamie B. Graham consulted with medical control, Rosenberg at 19:58 hours. After consultation it was determined 
patient was non responsive to life and resuscitation efforts, all EMS crew members agreed and resuscitation 
efforts ceased. Time of death was: 1959 hours. 

Identification of the Decedent: Deputy Coroner Matthew Chuvarsky and I viewed the body in the Ambulance Bay 

at the Grant Ranger Station. The resuscitation and rescue efforts were witnessed by multiple people, both raft 

guides and guests, who were able to positively identify the individual as Timothy CONANT. 

The facial and other physical characteristics of the individual matched the photo identification of the driver’s 

license belonging to Timothy CONANT. 

Notification of Family: The evening of June 14, into the morning of June 15, 2017; Deputy Coroner Matthew 

Chuvarsky and I made several unsuccessful attempts to contact CONANT’s mother, In addition, we 

searched for additional contact information for the family. The following morning, June 16, 2017, Deputy Coroner 

Matthew Chuvarsky received a return phone call from It was at this point that definitive notification was 

made with the mother. I received notification from Deputy Coroner Chuvarsky, and spoke with her later that 

afternoon. 

Examination of Body: I examined and photographed CONANT’s body at the Grant Ranger Station, beginning at 

approximately 23:27 hours on June 14, 2017. CONANT was covered in a blanket and strapped to a longboard, 

located in the Grant Ambulance Bay. Next to his body was a blue hat and sandals. 

When I removed the blanket, CONANT was not wearing any clothing and was in a supine position. He still had the 

medical equipment from resuscitation efforts, and these were documented with photographs. I photographed the 

body and took notes of any possible injuries and medical treatment. Eyes were partially open, fixed and dilated. 

AED pads were left in place on the chest, and IO (interosseous) line remained in place on the left leg at the 

proximal tibia (approximately 2 finger breadths below the patella, and 1‐2 cm medial to the tibial tuberocity. 

Additional, IO line remained in place at the right proximal humerous, and blood pressure cuff remained on his right 

arm. Also there was an 18 gauge IV initiated in the left Antecubital. There were heat packs placed next to his 
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body, on the longboard. . CONANT had a C‐collar in place, and the Endotrachial tube and NG tube that had been 

placed for an airway; there was a red mark located on his chin. 

CONANT had multiple small, red bruises on both legs from his ankles up to his thighs. The skin on his upper chest, 

shoulders and neck were mottled. Lividity on his back. 

Toxicology: Femoral blood, urine and vitreous fluid was taken and sent to the AXIS toxicology labs. The results 

indicated the following: 

Blood – Positive for cardiovascular agents, Amiodarone (resuscitation efforts)
 
Urine – Positive for opiates; morphine.
 
Vitreous fluid – was inconclusive.
 

Confirmed with AXIS laboratories that the positive result in urine and not blood samples is not unusual, and
 
inconclusive.
 

Disposition of Body: Timothy CONANT’s body was released to Valley Mortuary on June 15, 2017; and transported
 

to Jackson, Wyoming.
 

Witness Statements: Multiple witness statements from OARS guides and members of the group. 

Cause and Manner of Death: Timothy CONANT’s Manner of Death was recorded as Drowning; contributing 

factors hypothermia. CONANT’s death certificate, 2017‐002209, was recorded by Wyoming Vital Statistics on July 

17, 2017. 

CONANT was a healthy, twenty three year old male, with no known medical conditions. 

Disposition of Property: The decedent’s personal property was collected, photographed, documented and 

transferred with the body to Valley Mortuary. 

Involved Kayak Guide Information: 

Involved Client Information: 
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Contacts: 

Frank DeLuca – Lead Investigator 
Address: PO Box 168, Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190 
Phone: 307‐344‐2606 
Email: Frank_DeLuca@nps.gov 

Christine Farrar – Deputy Coroner 
Address: PO Box 168, Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190 
Phone: 307‐344‐2146 
Email: Christine Farrar@nps.gov 

Matthew Chuvarsky – Deputy Coroner 
Address: PO Box 168, Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190 
Phone: 307‐344‐
Email: matthew chuvarsky@nps.gov 

Ginger Townsend – Family Liaison Officer Assigned 

mailto:chuvarsky@nps.gov
mailto:Farrar@nps.gov
mailto:Frank_DeLuca@nps.gov


                 

 
      

                         
                                     

                                         
                                                

                                                                       
                                                                           
                                                                       

                          
 

                                        
 

                                
        
                                 
          
                                
           
                                  
        

 
           

 
        
                                  
       
                                 
        
                                 
           

 
           
                                 
        
                                  
          
                                
        
                                 
            
 

           
                                 
         
                                 
         
                                
          

 
        

06/15/17  Situation Report CFS Number: Y061417-60  
========================================================================= 
======= 
CFS NUMBER: Y061417-60  
DATE/TIME:  06/14/17 17:58:37 INC CODE   
CASE:  ADDRESS:   

SEARCH AND RESCUE 
WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN  

 PRI UNIT:  7S12 WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN  
 DISPATCHER MDOWNING  ZONE: YELL

   TETON 
WY

   GRANT3 
FINAL DISP: RPT  5H16 6O11 7L12 7S10 7S14 7S31 
7S32 7S35

   GRT1 

COMMENTS: 
 ARIELMILLS 01:50:24 

5H16 HEADING BACK NORTH 
 ARIELMILLS 02:16:10

 7L12 BACK IN DISTRICT, OUT OF SERVICE
 ARIELMILLS 02:16:18 

 CFS STATUS CHANGED TO CMPL BY ARIELMILLS.
 MDOWNING 

 JASON SAYS HIS GIRLFRIEND 
PEOPLE IN 

WATER, KAYAKS, NEAR THERMAL AREA, NEAR MARINA, TOUR GROUP IS 
OARS, 

DAYTRIPS OUT OF GRANT VILLAGE 
 MDOWNING 18:00:32 

 RP ATTEMPTING TO TEXT GIRLFRIEND FOR MORE INFO, BETTER LOCATIN 
 JJACOBSON 18:00:54 

 PHIL IS ADVISED 
 JJACOBSON 18:01:25 

 7L37 HAS CALLED AND STATED HIS GIRLFRIEND IS ON A KAYAK TRIP ON 
THE 

LAKE AND SAW 2 CAPSIZED KAYAKS AND PEOPLE IN THE WATER 
 JJACOBSON 18:01:43 

 GIRLFRIENDS NUMBER IS
 MDOWNING 18:02:03 

 C 7S14 WILL HAVE A LOOK W BINOS AT THE MARINA 
 MDOWNING   18:03:25

 LOC CHANGED TO WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN AT 18:03 
 JJACOBSON 18:03:50 

 THERE IS ANOTHER CALL FROM THE VC WITH ANOTHER REPORT OF A KAYAK 
IN

 TROUBLE IN THE WATER BY WEST THUMB GEYSER
 JJACOBSON 18:08:37 

 GRANT VC SAID THERE ARE KAYAKS 'STUCK' IN THE LAKE
 JJACOBSON 18:08:54 

 THE EAGLE IS BACK ON THE WATER
 JJACOBSON   18:10:27

 CONTACTED 7S35 TO LET HIM KNOW THAT THE OARS GROUP IS WHERE THE 
CALL TO

 JASON DUNNING CAME FROM 

17:59:51 
REPORTS 2 



                                 
           
                                
          
                                 
          
                                 
         

                                 
        
                                 
           

 
         
                                 
        
                                 
         
                                 
         
                                 
       
                                 
           
                                 
          
                                
           

 
        
                                 
           

       
                                
        
                                 
         
                                 
         
                                 
            
                                 
            
 

       
                                 
         
                                 
         
                                 
           
                                  

 JJACOBSON 18:11:16 
 BRIDGE BAY L UNITS ARE MONITORING IN CASE

 JJACOBSON   18:11:50 
ON FOOT AT WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN 

 JJACOBSON 18:12:49 
11 BLUE CONTACTS, 9 KAYAKS, 2 GUIDES

 JJACOBSON 18:13:40 
 THE MAN WITH THE OARS VAN IN THE PARKING LOT KNOWS NOTHING OF THE 

CALL 
 JJACOBSON 18:14:08 

 TWO WERE IN THE WATER BY THE THERMAL AREA 
 JJACOBSON 18:15:56 

 7L12 - BLUE KAYAK IS IN THE BAY - 500 FT OFF SHORE - ARE WAVING 
THEIR

 OARS AS THOUGH THEY NEED HELP 
 JJACOBSON 18:17:55 

 IC IS 7S12 
 JJACOBSON 18:18:58 

7S14 HAS MADE CONTACT WITH KAYAK AND PEOPLE 
 JJACOBSON 18:19:17 

 IC IS GOING BY GRANT COMMAND
 JJACOBSON 18:28:15 

 ONE BLS PATIENT 
 JJACOBSON 18:28:40 

HE WAS IN THE WATER FOR APPROXIMATELY 30 MINUTES
 JJACOBSON 18:29:11 

 7S32 IS ASKED TO GO GET BLANKETS, HOT PACKS, FROM THE CACHE 
 ARIELMILLS 18:29:20 

 WAS A 911 CALL-THE RP WAS TOLD TO CALL FROM THE TOUR COMPANY-DOES 
NOT

 SEE THE PPL IN THE WATER--NO NEW INFORMATION 
 JJACOBSON 18:29:57 

 STANDING BY FOR REPORT FROM ONSCENE RANGER THAT IS MAKING CONTACT 
WITH 

 KAYAKERS 
 JJACOBSON   18:32:26

 ONE MAN UNCONSCIOUS AND UNRESPONSIVE
 JJACOBSON 18:32:33 

 IC REQUESTS A LIFE FLIGHT
 JJACOBSON 18:32:52 

 S36 AND S37 MUST EXPEDITE RESPONSE
 JJACOBSON 18:33:48 

 7L10 REAFFIRMING WHO IS ON WAY, AND ASKING ABOUT SUPPLIES
 JJACOBSON 18:34:12 

 WARWOOD IS LEAVING BRIDGE BAY MARINA ON THE WARWOOD WITH A PARTY 
OF

 FOUR 
 JJACOBSON 18:34:20 

 CPR IN PROGRESS
 JJACOBSON 18:34:56 

 EAGLE IS COMING IN HOT - CPR IN PROGRESS - 
 JJACOBSON 18:35:29 

7S36 HAS ASKED THAT THE AED BE READY
 MDOWNING 18:36:55 



           
                                   
       
                                  
         
                                 
        
                                 
          
                                
           
                                   
          
                                   
           
                                   
       
                                   
        
                                    
       
                                   
         
                                   
          
                                   
        
                                   
        
                                   
         
                                   
            
                                   
          
                                   
           

 
         
                                   
           
                                   
            
           
                                 
             

                                   
        

            
                                   
         
                                   

 CALL TYPE CHANGED FROM UNCODED TO SAR AT 18:36

 LDOOLEY 18:37:11 

 AIR3 LAUNCHED 
 JJACOBSON 18:40:51 

PAGE GRANT FIRE AND HAVE F33 
 JJACOBSON 18:41:51 

 CORRECTION G33 
 JJACOBSON 18:42:31 

 HAVE G33 GO TO HELIPAD AND SET UP THE LANDING ZONE
 JJACOBSON   18:42:40
 

CONFIRMED THE HELIPAD AND NOT THE MARINA

 LDOOLEY 18:44:12 


7L15 WARWOOD 10/8 4 ON TO WEST THUMB 
 LDOOLEY 18:45:01 

ALS IS WORKING CODE STILL REQ LIFEFLIGHT
 LDOOLEY 

 AIRMETH DIS 20 MIN ETA 
 LDOOLEY 

 G33 ADVISED IS GROUND CONTACT 
 LDOOLEY 

 L37 AND L11 ON SCENE 
 LDOOLEY 

 AIR3 INBOUND
 LDOOLEY 

LAKE 1 ON SCENE
 LDOOLEY 

 3L50 W/2 ON SILVERTIP ENRT 
 LDOOLEY 

 L10 - WARWOOD ON SCENE 
 LDOOLEY 

 AIR3 ON GROUND
 LDOOLEY 

18:49:59 

18:50:15 

18:52:14

18:54:27 

18:58:48 

19:01:19 

19:06:54 

19:10:02 

19:11:53 
 L10 OUT WITH 4 EMPTY KAYAKS BLUE AND 1 PURPLE

 LDOOLEY 19:15:07 
 ADV 1 PER BOAT 11 BOATS TOTAL JODY DOUBLE CHECKING WITH COMPANY 

 LDOOLEY 19:19:04 
 44 25.184 X 110 32.947 IS CURRENT LOC FOR WARWOOD, BOATS WERE 

WITHIN 
1/4 TO 1/2 MILE RADIUS. 

 LDOOLEY 19:19:56 
 LAKE 1 ENRT TO LAKE CLINIC WITH 1, 4L20, 4L64 AND ADDITIONAL

 LDOOLEY 19:21:49 
 7L10 LEAVING BOATS STARTING ZIG ZAG WEST OF BOATS WORKING TOWARDS 
GEYSER BASIN, CHECK IN IF IC WANTS BOATS/PERSONNEL

 JJACOBSON 19:25:07 
CALLED OARS AND THERE IS NO ANSWER - LOOKING FOR TOTAL OF 

CUSTOMERS 
 LDOOLEY 19:25:13 

 COMMAND ALL CLIENTS AND GUIDES ARE ACCOUNTED FOR. MISSING BOATS, 

 DOUBLE KAYAK AND 4 SINGLE. COMPANY IS SAYING ALL ACCOUNTED FOR.
 LDOOLEY 19:25:25 

 L10 ADVISED, WILL START PICKING GEAR
 LDOOLEY 19:26:00 

1 



           
 

        
                                
          
                                
         
                                
       
                                    
           
                                
            
         
                                  
        
                                   
           
                                   
            
                                   
          
                                
            
                                  
         
                                   
        
                                   
         
                                   
        
                                  
         
                                
          
                                
        
                                
       
                                   
          
                                  
          
                                
          
                                  
        
                               
         
                                
        
                                
       

 COMMAND - FLIGHT CREW AT MARINA, ALS AND FLIGHT CREW WORKING PT, 
MOVING

 PT TO AIR3 
 ARIELMILLS 19:28:40 

 GRT 1 EN RT TO HELISPOT WITH 1
 ARIELMILLS 19:31:14 

 GRT1 ARRIVING AT THE HELISPOT 
 ARIELMILLS 19:32:06 

 7S10 I/S EN RT TO GRANT 
 LDOOLEY 19:45:28

 L10 4 KAYAKS, 1 TANDEM AND HEADED TO BOAT LAUNCH
 ARIELMILLS 19:45:46 

 LAST OF IS THE ONE OF THE GUIDES//7S14 WILL BE OUT WITH THE
 GUIDES AT GRANT MARINA DOCK

 LDOOLEY   19:48:10
 LAKE1 AT LAKE CLINIC 

 SLMOREY 19:52:56 
 7S31 @ HELI SPOT WITH FLIGHT CREW AND 7S35, 7S36, 7L12

 LDOOLEY 19:59:32 
 CALLED AT 1946 PER CHUVARSKY TO COMMAND, REQ DEP CORONER

 LDOOLEY 20:06:08 
 LAKE1 CLEAR OF CLINIC AVAIL IN DISTRICT

 ARIELMILLS 20:11:37 
 5H16 IS AVIAL TO RESPOND AS SECOND DEPUTY

 LDOOLEY   20:19:16
 AIR3 OFF GV TO WEST

 LDOOLEY 20:21:27 
 L10 - WARWOOD CLEAR OF GV ENRT BB 

 LDOOLEY 20:30:05 
3L50 CLEAR ENRT BACK TO BB 

 LDOOLEY 20:32:25 
AIR3 CLEAR OF PARK 

 MDOWNING 20:39:38 
 KAELYN NOTIFIED

 ARIELMILLS 20:39:47 
 6O11 BEEN RELEASED FROM THE INCIDENT


 ARIELMILLS 20:42:31 
 CODE 4 

 ARIELMILLS 20:47:36 
 COD E4 

 LDOOLEY 20:55:35 
 3L50 SILVERTIP BACK AT BB

 LDOOLEY   21:00:01
 7L15, WARWOOD BACK IN BB

 ARIELMILLS 21:02:27 
7S36 AND 7S37 CLR OF GRANT MARNIA 

 MDOWNING 21:11:41 
 5H16 APPROACHING TOWER JCT 

 ARIELMILLS   21:25:03
 7S14-ALL SAR ITEMS ARE SECURED IN THE BARN


 ARIELMILLS 21:26:47 
 GRT CMMD-TERM CMMD ALL UNITS 

 ARIELMILLS 21:26:53 
 ALL UNITS CLR 
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 ARIELMILLS 21:26:58 
 7S12 WILL BE PRIMARY 

 MDOWNING 21:44:57 
 5H16 CANYON JCT

 ARIELMILLS 22:53:52 
 5H16 IS ARRIVING AT GRANT VILLAGE

 ARIELMILLS 23:16:18 
 7S14- 3L50 IS ON SCENE 

 ARIELMILLS 23:16:43 
 DISREGARD LAST

 ARIELMILLS 23:18:15 
 GUIDES JUST LEFT THE AREA 

 ARIELMILLS 23:20:36 
 THE KAYAKS WERE CONFISICATED AND TAKEN TO THE BARN 

UNIT 

5H16  5H16  ENROUTE  20:50:03 
ENROUTE    20:50:05 
ONSCENE    22:53:57 
AVAILABLE    02:16:17 

6O11  6O11  ENROUTE    18:32:34 
AVAILABLE    20:59:22 

7L12  7L12  ENROUTE    18:11:22 
AVAILABLE    02:16:17 

7S10  7S10  ENROUTE    19:32:23 
ENROUTE    19:32:28 
AVAILABLE    22:35:34 

7S14  7S14  ENROUTE    18:03:09 
ENROUTE    18:03:11 
AVAILABLE    22:35:19 

7S31  7S31  ENROUTE    18:18:11 
AVAILABLE    22:22:53 

7S32  7S32  ENROUTE    18:20:12 
AVAILABLE    22:35:14 

7S35  7S35  ENROUTE    18:09:06 
AVAILABLE    22:35:09 

GRT1    ENROUTE    18:18:36 
AVAILABLE    00:02:23 

========================================================================= 
======= 



SUBJECTS NAME: Phone log Yellowstone National Park CASE NUMBER: NP17079324 

PHOTOS TAKEN BY: USPR J. Thmning Evidence Photos DATE OF PHOTO: 
June 15, 

2017 

PHOTO #! 

DESCRIPTION: Personal phone lo<> of U.S. Park Ranger J. 
Dtuming showing calls from ming 
incident on Yellowstone Lake. 

:;,]~""' t ·~ ,tf •. J_o: ;.·r.'. 

I 
<' m 

tll Vif'V\• contact 

t... ~ 

Vc~tcrd.:iy 

- 5 44 PM \. 

- 5'44 PM \. 

-· 5~3PM \. 

- 541 PM \. 

View more 

PHOT0 #3 

DESCRIPTION: Personal pho~·~ Ranger J. 
Dmming showing calls fro1~uring 
incident on Yellowston~oto shows 
expanded the 4 calls to~ade at 5:44PM. 

PHOT0#2 

DESCRIPTION: Personal phon~ Ranger 
J. Dtuming showing calls from~uring 
incident on Yellowstone Lake. 

PHOT0#4 

DESCRIPTION: Personal cell phone text log ofU.S. Park 
Ran<>er J. Dunning showing additional attempt to contact 

egarding an incident on Yellowstone 
Lake. 

SUBMfITED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 

Ryan Bock s/s: R'7~ ~oc4 7 /10/17 
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SUBJECTS NAME: 
CONANT Fatality Yellowstone National Park CASE NUMBER: 17079324 

PHOTOS TAKEN BY: 
Ranger DeLuca Case Photo Log DATE OF PHOTO: 6/15/2017 

PHOTO # 1 
DESCRIPTION: Photo shows solo kayak #6 involved in incident 
possibly used by OARS guide or client. Exact user unknown. 

PHOTO # 2 
DESCRIPTION: Photo shows solo kayak #7 involved in incident 
possibly used by OARS guide or client. Exact user unknown. Also 
found in this kayak was a paddle float and hand pump which would lead 
investigators to believe a OARS guide was using this kayak. 

PHOTO # 3 
DESCRIPTION: Photo shows solo kayak #11 involved in incident 
possibly used by OARS guide or client. Exact user unknown. 

PHOTO # 4 
DESCRIPTION: Photo shows tandem kayak #1 involved in incident 
which was being used by clients. Exact users unknown. This kayak was 
found with a hand pump attached. 

PHOTO # 5 
DESCRIPTION: Photo shows tandem kayak #2 involved in incident 
which was being used by clients. Exact users unknown. 

PHOTO # 6 
DESCRIPTION: Photo shows tandem kayak #8 involved in incident 
which was being used by clients. Exact users unknown. Also found 
inside kayak were two bottles of water and a second hand pump. 

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 
USPR Frank DeLuca # 2489 



   

   

   

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

    
     

   

 
  

  
   

  

  

  
     

  

 
  

     
   

  
 

 
  

     
    

 
  

   
    

 

 

SUBJECTS NAME: 
CONANT Fatality Yellowstone National Park CASE NUMBER: 17079324 

PHOTOS TAKEN BY: 
Ranger DeLuca Case Photo Log DATE OF PHOTO: 6/15/2017 

PHOTO # 1 
DESCRIPTION: Photo shows tandem kayak #14 involved in incident 
which was being used by clients. Exact users unknown. Photo also shows 
hand pump found attached to kayak. 

PHOTO # 2 
DESCRIPTION: Photo shows six of the seven paddles found onscene 
after the incident. No other paddles were recovered. Based on the 
people involved there should have been at least twelve paddles 
recovered. 

PHOTO # 3 
DESCRIPTION: Photo shows seven of the person flotation devices 
being used that day. It is unknown which guides or clients were wear 
which PFD’s at the time of the incident. 

PHOTO # 4 
DESCRIPTION: Photo shows four of the person flotation devices 
being used that day. It is unknown which guides or clients were wear 
which PFD’s at the time of the incident. Photo also shows an additional 
paddle. 

PHOTO # 5 
DESCRIPTION: Photo shows a random hand pump found on the scene, 
unknown what kayak it came from and also one of two throw bags that 
were being used as “towropes” at the time of the incident. 

PHOTO # 6 
DESCRIPTION: Photo shows OARS company first aid kit found 
onscene, unknown what kayak it came from and also one of two throw 
bags that were being used as “towropes” at the time of the incident. 

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 
USPR Frank DeLuca # 2489 



   

   

   

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
   

 
  

   

  

 
   

 
 

   
 

 

 
 

   

 
 

 

 

SUBJECTS NAME: 
CONANT Fatality Yellowstone National Park CASE NUMBER: 17079324 

PHOTOS TAKEN BY: 
Ranger DeLuca Case Photo Log DATE OF PHOTO: 6/22/2017 

PHOTO # 1 
DESCRIPTION: Photo is of kayak believed to be used by CONANT at 
the time of his death. Recovered multiple days later floating on Lake. 

PHOTO # 2 
DESCRIPTION: Photo is of kayak believed to be used by CONANT 
at the time of his death. Recovered multiple days later floating on Lake. 

PHOTO # 3 
DESCRIPTION: Photo is of kayak believed to be used by CONANT at 
the time of his death. Recovered multiple days later floating on Lake. 

PHOTO # 4 
DESCRIPTION: Photo is of kayak believed to be used by CONANT 
at the time of his death. Recovered multiple days later floating on Lake. 

PHOTO # 5 
DESCRIPTION: Photo is of kayak believed to be used by CONANT at 
the time of his death. Recovered multiple days later floating on Lake. 

PHOTO # 6 
DESCRIPTION: 

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 
USPR Frank DeLuca # 2489 



   

   

   

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
   

  

 
 

 

  

  
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  
 

 

SUBJECTS NAME: 
CONANT Fatality Yellowstone National Park CASE NUMBER: 17079324 

PHOTOS TAKEN BY: 
Ranger DeLuca Case Photo Log DATE OF PHOTO: 6/15/2017 

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 
USPR Frank DeLuca # 2489 

PHOTO # 1 
DESCRIPTION: Photo is of front of CONANT’s personal flotation 
device. Photo also shows wear rescuers cut right shoulder strap of PFD to 
remove device from CONANT during rescue. 

PHOTO # 2 
DESCRIPTION: Photo is of front of CONANT’s personal flotation 
device. Photo also shows front gear pocket and items inside. 

PHOTO # 3 
DESCRIPTION: Photo is of front of CONANT’s personal flotation 
device. Photo also shows front gear pocket and items inside. Photo also 
shows rescue signal whistle CONANT MAY have been using to signal 
rescuers. 

PHOTO # 4 
DESCRIPTION: Photo is of rear CONANT’s personal flotation 
device. 

PHOTO # 5 
DESCRIPTION: Photo is of inside of CONANT’s personal flotation 
device. 

PHOTO # 6 
DESCRIPTION: Photo is of inside of CONANT’s personal flotation 
device. 



SUBJECTS NAME: Timothy Conant CASE NUMBER: NPl7079324Yellowstone National Park 
Evidence Photos PHOTOS TAKEN BY: DATE OF PHOTO: 6/14117 

PHOTO #! 

DESCRIPTION: Photo ofTimothy Conant (center), 
paddling while on the trip to the West Thumb Geyser 
Basin. Photo taken by client on the trip 

PHOT0#2 

DESCRIPTION: Photo ofTimothy Conant (left) kayaking 
on Yellowstone Lake prior to incident. Note: large white 
dry bag labeled "25" where hypothermia bag was said to 
be stored. 

PHOT0 #3 PHOT0#4 

DESCRIPTION: DESCRIPTION: 

SUBMfITED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 

Ryan Bock sis: R'7~ ~oc4 7/ 10/17 
APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 



United States Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 


Case Title: Case Number: 
NPl7079324 

Location: 
Grant Marina/West Thumb 

Case Status: Report Date: 
06/14/2017 

Report Number: 

Report Subject: 
Photo log 

PHOTOGRAPHY LOG 

Camera: 
Photo2rapher: 
DATE of Photos: 
TIME of Photos: 
LOCATION of Photos: 

Government !phone 6 
J. Poley 
06/14/17 DL's 06/15/2017 GPS 

On scene 
# Ima2e # or ID: Descri tion of Photo Sub_jeet: 

DL 
DL 

GPS Coordinates ofVictim #1 rescue 

1 232 
2 233 
3 248 
4 249 GPS Coordinates of Victim # I rescue 

Distribution: Original - Case File Other: 

This rep011 is the property ofthe National ParkService and is loaned to your agency. It and its contents may not be reproduced without written permission. 
This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Public availability is to be determined wider Title 5, USC section 552. 



NP17079324 SAR 6-14 West Thumb 


IMG 0232 IMG 0233 
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Statement regarding the events of 14Jun 17, approximately 1530-1600 on Lake Yellowstone. The 
three O.A.R.S guides were Tim (lead). his document created 15 Jun 17. 

My family and I began a Kayak tour from the Grant Village boat ramp about 1430. Everything was fine 
on the outbound leg of the 4 to 5-mile event to the West Thumb Geyser Basin. Sometime after 1646 
(local-based on the date-time stamp on the last photo my wife took of me in the kayak) on the return 
leg of the trip (bank to the right), with wind from the shore, my single person kayak capsized to the left. 

Leading up to that point, I had not encountered significant difficulty maneuvering the kayak, the wind 
blowing from the shore kept pushing me farther out. I had noticed what I believed to excess water in 
the kayak, but somewhat assumed it was largely from paddling- but suspected was more than that. I 
used right rudder to turn toward the shore and the group. Turning, with the accumulation of water 
shifting more to the left side of the kayak (I assume), and a gust of wind from the shore (right) 
sufficiently changed my center of gravity for the left side of the kayak to dip into the water and capsize. 

After a few minutes in the water, the female guides arrived first, followed by Tim as he was at the front 
of the group and I was at the end. All three righted the kayak, helped me back into it and began 
pumping. The pumping was not evacuating sufficient water and one of the guides said the water was 
coming in behind me. Their crosstalk focused on the need to get me to shore soonest. About this time, 
Tim's kayak dipped to the right (he was on my left, the females to my right) and he capsized. I believe 

he wound up sitting on the upturned kayak. The females - left, --ight) began towing me 
in the submerged kayak (tied off to ayak - not sure how t may have been tied t~ 
kayak). Shortly-a few minutes perhaps, aid we needed to jettison my kayak (too much drag) 
and they would tow me to shore with botti paddling and me I the middle holding on to both of their 
kayaks. 

Duringour trip to shore,~ailed Tim at least two times, maybe more, about the hypothermia bag 
and getting it to us. I don't recall him responding (could not see him), but had the impression he might 
not be paddling to shore on behind us. I think, but cannot remember fully, that he may have been sitting 
on his capsized kayak. 

They kept me talking and~sked me to kick. I had been and told her so. No estimate of how long 
it took them to get to shore-they were both paddling very aggressively against a headwind. Reaching 
within feet of the shore, I stood up, walked on and sat down in the trees within 5 or so feet of the water. 
As soon as~as out of her kayak, she helped me up and led me to a sunny spot about 8 - 10 feet 
away in the direction of the West Thumb Geyser Basin. She directed - to return to Tim and 
assist. A young male and female (brother and sister) team beached about that time and the sister 
(NFl- see ranger reports from the dock) assisted - n getting me out of my wet clothes, into 

- acket and shirt (the shirt wrapped around my hips). The brother left about the time we 
started-I learned later both were certified lifeguards-to head to Tim's kayak ... the sister wanted to go 
to Tim as well and too~ayak. 

Back to my location on shore .. ~orked hard to warm me, despite being somewhat wet herself I 
believe from the waist down, possibly just knees down, and having given me her flannel shirt (extra) and 
jacket. She kept rubbing me and wrapped her arms around me using her body heat to attempt to warm 
my core temp as much as possible. She kept me talking and after a bit I asked about a Park Service boat 
... realizing someone from our party would have to contact them. Not sure of the t ime the Park Service 



boat arrived, one of the rangers (not the helmsman-ranger 1) and~elped me to the boat. 

Shortly after I arrived at the boat the second ranger {helmsman-ranger 2) finished his radio updates 
bas~information about Tim having capsized and still off shore with his kayak. Both rangers 
and~d together to loaded me up and immediately headed out to Tim's location. I was 
placed in a hypothermia bag as the boat raced out. It might have taken a minute to reach the group 

with Tim - ith the brother and sister, to the best of my knowledge) and the rangers 
transferr~e boat and headed to shore. I think ranger 1 started chest compressions on Tim
not completely sure. Once at the dock, a group of Park Service LE, etc. moved Tim to the dock, attached 
the appropriate leads for heart beat and defib machine. Your people have the info on Tim and their 
activities on the dock. 

I remained in the boat, in the bag and as out of the way as best I could. After maybe S - 10 minutes an 
ambulance arrived and I was helped out of the boat and into it. The EMT and on LE ranger were with me 
on the ride to the clinic-they have their notes on what they did and I have only my side. 

Arrived at the clinic ... they took care ofme and released me. See their notes/reports. 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Yellowstone National Park 
PO Box 168 
Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190 
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NaUonal Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Yellowstone National Park 
PO Box 168 
Yellowstone National Part<, WY 82190 

Statement Form: 
In your own words describe the WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, & HOW. 

t ltrn l.s. 

.1!"'1 ,'tlr - {/.' .1P, .ft. F - 1 'L .. .LI.1'01/C11nG'·1S <"..f /vi.1 

I have read this statement and have been given the opportunity to make correction thereon. I attest that this statement is 
true and correct, to the best of my knowledge, and that I gave this statement freely and voluntarily, without coercion or 
reward. 

_ ____Date: __6/!_~~___l/;__._z__Time: 

Pennanent Addres-~· . ~ 
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National Park Servlc~ 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Yellowstone National Paril 
PO Box 168 
Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190 

Statement Form: 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Yellowstone National Park 
PO Box. t68 
Yellowstone National Part<. WY 82190 

Statement Form: 


I have read this statement and have been given the opportunity to make correction thereon. I attest that this statement is 
true and correct; to the best of my knowledge, <:!nd that I gave this stCJtement freely and voluntarily, without coercion or 
reward. 

Sign ____Date: lt I '-! t1' Time: 1·1fv f 111/\ 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Yeflowsto11e Nalional Park 
P06o)( 168 
Yenowstone National Park. WY 82190 

Statement Form: 
Please state the facts of what happened in your own words (describe the who, what, when, 

where, & how). 
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PO Box 168 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Statement Form: 
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I have read this statement and have been given the opportunity to make correction thereon. I attest that this statement is 
true and •I . • I . • . t ' and that I gave this statement freely and voluntarily, without coercion or 
reward. 

Signe ' ___ _ Date: '°/ 1,,1! I' TIme: 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interio r 

Yellowstone National Paik 
PO Box 168 
Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190 

Statement Form: 
Please state the facts of what ha 

(Use Reverse Side ifNeeded) 

I have read this statement and have been given the opportunity to make corrections thereon. I attest that this statemeht is 
true and t s statement freely and voluntarily, without coercion or 
reward. 
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Yellowstone National Park 
PO Box 168 
Yellowstone Netional Park, WY 82190 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

1~11 


I have read this statement and have been given the opportunity to make correction thereon. I attest that this statement is 
true and ,.,_•. -ct t th b t f kn led d that I gave this statement freely and voluntarily, without coercion or 
reward. 

Signed ___Date: c;; / / Z/./>Time: -Z'>S: 
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NatJonal Park Service 
U.S. Departme11t of the Interior 

Yellowstone National Pa~ 
PO Box 168 
Yenowstone National Pa~. WY 82190 

Statement Form: 

In vour own words describe the WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE. & HOW. 
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I have read this statement and have been given the opportunity to make correction thereon. I attest that this statement Is 
true and c d that I gave this statement freely and voluntarily, without coercion or 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Yellowstone National Park 
POB01< 168 
Yellowstone Natl.onal Park, WY 82190 

Statement Form: 
In vour own words describe the WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE. & HOW. 
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I have read this statement and have been given the opportunity to make correction thereon. I attest that this statement is 
true and correct, to the best of my knowledge, and that I gave this statement freely and · · 
reward. 

UP!IATE008/15/04 CANVON 
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Yellowstone National Park 
PO Box 168 
Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Statement Form: 
Please state the facts of what happened in your own words (describe the who, what, when, 
where, & how). 

(Use Reverse Side i Needed) 

I have read this statement and have been given the opportunity to make corrections thereon. I attest that this statement is 
true and correct, to the best of my knowledge, and that I gave this statement freely and voluntarily, without coercion or 
reward. 

Number of Pages 
Pa e 

Daterrime: 



National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Yell<>wstone National Park 
PO Sox 168 
Yellowstone National Park; WY 82190 

Statement Form: 
.;; (l I \ 

- ------ - - - ------- ·-·-· 


I have read this statement a11d have been given the opportunity to make correction thereon. I attest that this statement is 
true and correct, to the best of my knowledge, and that I gave this statement freely and voluntarily, without coercion or 
reward. 

Signed:_________ __________Date: _________._Time:______ 
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National Park 'Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Yellowstone National Peri< 
PO Box 168 
Yel owstone National Park, WY 82190 

,~~.~~ement Form: 
~i'.~ _, In your own words describe the WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, & HOW. 
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I have read this statement and have been given the opportunity to make correction thereon. I attest that this statement is 
true and correct, to the best of my knowledge, and that I gave this statement freely a • - ... - A o '°' ... 4' 
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Fomt 10-115 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Rev. 03(23/2016 NRtionnl P11rlc Service 

YeJIQwstone National Park 

Park Contact: Becky Wyman 


Phone Number: (307) 344-2278 

COMMERCIAL USE AUTHORIZATION 


UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF P.L. 105-391Section418. CS4 U.S.C. 101925) 


l. 	 Authorized Activity: Permit Number: CUA13-120 
Park Alpha-NumberNon-Motorized Boats 

Autb Dnt~/Time: 111/20172. Anthoa·ization Holder Information: 
BusioessName: OARS 
Contact Name: TylerWencll Expiration Date/Tl~e: 12/31/2017 

.:.-~.Address: P. 0 . Box67 ·..:

Angels Camp, CA 95222 Name of Area:
l'hone and Fax: (209)736·4677 

(Jrapp~.~able) 

3. 	 The holder is hereby authorized to use the.fQll,o.wing described land or facilities in the above named !U'ea (area 
must be restored to its original condition auhe,end of the authorization): ·..• 
Yellowstone National Park :-~~>..;,_,.·~· : .. . - --,.:;· 

·.. _i{._~-ytf.~~\ # :'" ••:'. ::...: '.:•. • 0, I " ( ··~; • ; ,, ·./:• 

4. 	 Summary of author~zcd activity: (se~.:~~§U~~:~P9.:et8 for additional informatio~ and conditions) j]!' 
Non-Motorized Bo~ts :<::~f'~'J~~;~~y·:}f:1:;\::: · ,.. · .:\ ·.. .'' ; 0 

::··\ 

18! Out- of- Pnl'k: The commercial services,<t~~~1iJ:j~~-ab9ve.n:iust originate and terminate outside of the boq!ldaries of 
the park area. This permit does not nuthoiizeJ!Je.holder to advertis_e, solicit business, collect fees, or sell llllY goods or 
services within tile boundaries oftbe pa[k_~a:· -- . · · · 

OI11.Pn1·lc: The comm.ereia l service d~~;i6~' ~~'i,~~~~~ust originate and be provided solely within the bQ\;t~daries ofthe 

park area .. -'.. ,~;/f;(~lS i~.;::::~;{::,,'i.'.; .. .. · .. :;:.'· 
5. 	 NEPAfNBPA Comp"Jiance• ""..!· · · "'·" : ." ~c...;;:.:+,,«"ii ';,.-.~~::.-·:.:.., ~ ...,. 

.. .. ·• "'·.: ·.;~•:r ~.·: ·::·\·~ ·1' .1.~.."·.·,::1,'."1,:0: ., • • • "\ 


i81Categorlcal Bxclusio1t .. p ENPONSI. ·: · ~:p ·~IS ' ' .0 Other Approved Plans PEPC NUMBER: 


6. 	 Reasonable fee: (Cost rec~very requireci'; t ~~W~um) 
Application Fee: 181 Required Aµiopfit rio·o.oo per service - Reccived_O1/09/17_ · _ 

Administrative Fee: 0 Requ.ired . ~It9)~~~~!~ed A1~~~tt.n!-----
Management Fee: DRequired ; :' f.81~g_f!le~Cji!~~<.t~·; . An~Q~i.iiL (..- ·· · < ....,. 

Markel Price: r8lRequireo' , ' ONot·R:~qtiit~~j\~·:~ '-':·>'.;~1~:~.jt.%' Of&_ross reeeipts' ..: 


\., •. • • • • '• " •• l . \"~ • .• ··";.. .... .... • • • • ' f ". ' . • , , ,,_ "~ ,· 

Other Fee (Facility Use Fee, Gate Access or Other): D Rerjuffcd · ed ·Ainoun~ .'.:.~_____'ONot Reqitii· :· · 

7. 	 Jnsurance: .:::::. 
Liability: 183Required ONot Required Coverage Amount ssrib.OOO per occurrence 

Auto: ~Required ONot Required Coverage Amount ':-:.as required for seryjce type 

Boat: D Required f.81 J'o.l.ot.Required. Coverage Amo1:1pt._···____ _ _ 

Airplane: DRequired ®Not Re9uir~~.;".\ "~oy_erage A.'!~~.uiit_ ____ _ 


lSSUANCE of tbts authorization Is subject to Jh~ cond~UoQs· be.hn·v. Tlfo ''lindersigned hereby accepts this 
authorization subject to the terms, covenants, obllgat!ons, ~na r~sery~tioii~;··expressed or implied herein. 

8. 	 SIGNATURES (jj~C~,:l~;e$:ckf\t
Authorization Holder: 
S1 re ~-~itle 	 '"'-1~ /1~

D e 
11-.,U'\ --~·~ 

Authorizing NPS Official: GEORGE HELFRICH ~~~:~~:s,:,, Chief, Concessions Management 
Signature Title Date 

Authorizing NPS Official: 

(additional ifrequired 1) SignalUle Tille Date 


1 NPS Regional Director approval is required if Gross Receipts are expected to exceed $100,000 

http:An~Q~i.ii
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CONDITIONS OF THIS AUTHORIZATION 

I. 	 The holder is prohibited from knowingly giving false information. To do so will be considered a breach of 
conditions and be grounds for revocation: [RE: 36 CFR 2.32(a) (3)]. 

2. 	 The holder shall exercise this privilege subject to the supervision of the park area Superintendent. The holder shall 
comply with all applicable laws and regulations ofthe area and terms and conditions of the authorization. The holder 
must acquire all permits or licenses ofState or local government, as applicable, necessary to provide the services 
described above, and, must operate in compliance with all applicable Federal, State, and local laws and regulations, 
including, without limitation, all applicable park area policies, procedures and regulations. The commercial services 
described above are to be provided to park area visitors at reasonable rates and under operatil)g conditions 
satisfactory to the park area Superintendent. 

3. 	 This authorization is issued upon the express condition that the United States, its agents and employees shall be free 
from all liabilities and claims for damages and/or suits for or by reason of any injury, injuries, or death to any person 
or persons .or property of any kind whatsoever, whether to the person or property of the (holder), its agents or 
employees, or third parties, from any cause or causes whatsoever while in or upon said premises or any part thereof 
during the ttenu of this authorization or occasioned by any occupancy or use of said premises or any activity carried 
on by the (holder) in connection herewith, and the (holder) hereby covenants and agrees 10 indemnify, defend, save 
and hold harmless the United States, its agents, and employees from all liabilities, charges, expenses and costs on 
account of or by reason of any such injuries, deaths. liabilities, claims, suits or losses however occurring or damages 
growing out ofthe same. 

4. 	 Holder agnees to carry general liability insurance against claims occasioned by the action or omissions ofthe holder, 
its agents and employees in carrying out activities and operations under this authorization. T he policy shall be at 
least $500 ,000.00 and naming the United States of America as additional insured. Holder agrees to have on file 
with the park copies of the above insurance with the proper endorsements. 

5. 	 Costs incu1Ted by the park as a result ofaccepting and processing the application and managing and monitoring the 
authorization activity will be reimbursed by the ho lder. Administrative costs and estimated costs for activities o nsite 
must be paid when the authorization is approved. If any additional costs are incurred by the park, the holder will be 
billed at the conclusion of the authorization. 

6. 	 Benefit - Neither Members of, nor Delegates to Congress, or Resident Commissioners shall be adm.itte.d to any share 
or part oftlhis authorization or derive, either di rectly or indirectly, any pecuniary benefit to arise therefrom: 
Provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to exrend to any incorporated company, ifthe 
authorization be for the benefit of such corporation. 

7. 	 This autho:riz.ation may not be transferred or assigned without the written consent of the park area Superintendent. 

8. 	 This authorization may be terminated upon breach ofany of the conditions herein or at the discretion of the park 
area Superintendent. 

9. 	 The holder is not entitled 10 any preference to renewal ofthis authorization except to the extent otherwise expressly 
provided by law. This authorization is not exclusive and is not a concession contract. 

I0. 	 The holder shall not construct any structures, fixtures or improvements in the park area. The holder shall not engage 
in any groundbreaking activities without the express, written approval of the park area Superintendent. 

11 . The holder is to provide the park area Superintendent upon request (and, in any event, immediately after expiration 
of this authorization) a statement of its gross receipts from its activities under this authorization and any other 
specific information related to the holder's operations that the park area Superintendent may request, including but 
not Jimitedl to, visitor use statistics, and resource impact assessments. 

12. The holder is to maintain an accounting system under which its accounts can be readily identified within its system 
of accounts classification. This accounting system must be capable of providing the information required by this 

http:500,000.00


authorization. The holder grants the United States of America and the Government Accountability Office access to 
its books and records at any time for the purpose ofdetermining compliance with the terms and conditions of this 
authorization. 

13. 	 Executive Order 13658 - Establishing a Minimum Wage for Contractors, and its implementing regulations, 
including the applicable contract clause, are incorporated by reference into this contract as iffully set forth in this 
contracL The applicable contract clause is available at htrps: 1feclcralreg1ster,gov a 2014-23533. 

APPENDIX 

SPECIAL PARK CONDITIONS 


Yellowstone- Specific conditions continue below: 


1. 	 Damages - The holder will leave the area(s) authorized for use under this permit in substantially the 
same condition as it was prior to the activities authorized herein and shall pay the United States for any 
damage resulting from thjs use which would not reasonably be inherent in the authorized use. 

2. 	 The holder will not advertise, solicit business, collect any fees, or sell any goods or services on lands 
owned and controlled by the United States Government. Websites must include a statement that the 
holder is an authorized perrnittee of the National Park Service; brochures and rack cards are optional. 
CUA holders are not allowed to use the NPS arrowhead or Authorized Concessioner Mark, 

3. 	 The CUA holder is not allowed to use a form that asks clients to waive liability or indemnify their 
company. CUA holders may require an Acknowledgement of Risk. CUA holders are encouraged to 
use the NPS approved Acknowledgement of Risk Form, which will be provided electronically upon 
request. CUA holders may add a description of specific risks and dangers inherent to the particular 
authorized activities but may not modify the text. A current Acknowledgement of Risk form or 
statement that one is not used must be on iile with Yellowstone National Park (YELL) Concessions 
Management Office. 

4. 	 All incidents involving vehicle property damage or personal injury must be reported to park's 
Communication Dispatch by calling (307) 344-2640 or a park ranger as soon as possible or within 24 hours. 
These incidents must also be relayed to the Concessions Management Office of YELL within 24 hours: 
yel 1_concessions@nps.gov 

5. 	 CUA holders and employees are prohibited from possessing fi rearms while on duty within the park. 
CUA holders are responsible for determining whether state or local laws allow the possession of 
fi rearms by their cl ients. All CUA holders must have a current copy of their firearm possession 
policy on file with the park. 

6. 	 The CUA holder may use legally obtained plant, animal, geological and cultural specimens for client 
educational purposes only. Clients must be advised that possessing, destroying, removing or disturbing 
specimens in a National Park is strictly prohibited. To comply wiU1 park regulations, all specimens or 
pans thereof must remain inside the vehicle and remain out of sight ofother visitors while operating in 
Yellowstone National Park. Prior to bringing items in the park. the CUA holder must obtain a Permit to 
Tram.port permit from an entrance station. 

7. 	 Guides and/or group leaders must have in their possession an Authorized Guide Card and a copy of their 
current CUA. 

8. 	 At a minimum, one guide on each trip must be currently certified in Standard First Aid and CPR and carry 
a first aid kit. Wilderness First Aid or Wilderness First Responder certification is recommended for Day 

mailto:concessions@nps.gov


Hiking, Overnight Backcountry Trips, Non-Motorized Boating, Stream & Shoreline fishing, Guided 
Bicycle Tours and Guided Skiing & Snowshoeing. A written list of guides, with description of bas~c 
qualifications and expiration dates of their first a id and CPR certification, must be provided to the 
Concessions Management office prior to beginning operations and as staffing changes. The NPS will 
provide a form to submit. CPR and I 51 aid cards need not be submitted. 

9. 	 Guides must be at least 18 years of age and trained in basic safety, resource protection, Leave No Trace 

principles, park rules and regulations and in the requirements of the CUA terms and conditions. 

I 0. 	The holder will ensure that clients are properly clothed and equipped for the authorized activity. 

11. This authorization does not confer exclusive use ofany area in the park. A ll groups must honor the rights 
ofothers and conduct themselves in an orderly manner at all times. 

12. "Foot travel in all thermal areas and within the Yellowstone Canyon between the Upper Falls and 
lnspiratiion Point must be confined to boardwalks or trails that are maintai'ned for such travel and are 
marked by official signs." 36 CFR, Ch l , se. 7. I J(i) No off-trail travel is allowed; stay on designated 
boardwalks and trails. 

13. 	The CU A holder must ensure that all clients and guides maintain a distance of at least 100 yards from 
bears and wolves. A distance of25 yards is required from bison, elk and other animals. 

14. 	The CUA holder or guide shall provide all clients with an orientation prior to the trip which emphasizes 
safe practices while hiking in bear habitat, Leave No Trace ethics, park rules and regulations, and 
specific nature, demands, and dangers of the particular trip. 

15. Guides :may not meet clients on park concessioner' s land assignments or at NPS Visitor Centers. 

16. 	The holder will not conduct any form of guided activity that conflicts with National Park Service 
ranger-Jed interpretive programs or conducted activities. 

17. 	The CUA holder must provide all visitor services in a manner that is consistent with and supportive of 
the inte1rpretative goals and objectives of the park. 

18. While iin Yellowstone, the CUA holder or guide is responsible for their clients during the guided 

portion of their trip. 

19. 	Entrance Fees: 
• 	 Gui.des leading trips and employees of commercial operators conducting business inside the park 

area must identify themselves at area entrance stations. 
• 	 Participants age 16 and older entering the park area must pay applicable entrance fees. 
• 	 Guides and employees of commercial operators entering the park area to recreate personally inust 

pay appropriate entrance fees. 

20. 	Food Services: REFER TO APPENDIX A 
• 	 All food service and sanitary procedures are subject to U.S. Public Health Standards and inspections. 
• 	 If food is provided for a charge, that fee must be included in the Concessioner's gross receipts. 
• 	 The~ CUA holder must obtain all food brought into the park from a food facility that is approved, 

inspected, and licensed by the appropriate state or local authority. 
• 	 The CUA holder may provide cold box lunches. 
• 	 If hot meals are provided, it must be obtained from an approved source, and must be transported in a 



manner that protects the food from contamination and maintains an internal temperature ofgreater than 
or equal to 135 degrees Fahrenheit. 

• 	 The temperature of refrigerated food will be maintained at 41 degrees Fahrenheit or less. 
• 	 The thermometer must be used to monitor temperatures. 
• 	 Pocket knives or sheath knives must not be used for food preparation. 
• 	 All CUA holder-provided water must be from an approved potable water source. Acceptable potable 

water sources include approved public water systems and/or commercially bottled water. Drinking 
water supplied from a public water system must be transported and held in smooth, cleanable, tightly
sealed, food-grade containers with a spigot or other sanitary means for dispensing (no dipping from the 
container). The CUA holder must provide individual, single-service cups for dispensing from these 
containers. Drinking containers must be kept free from contamination and be disinfected between 
every use. 

• 	 Disinfection Procedures: Drinking water containers must be disinfected by utilizing proper 
wash/rinse/sanitizing procedures in a licensed commercial food facil ity. Alternatively, i f c-0mmercial 
food facilities are not available, proper disinfection of drinking water containers between uses will be 
provided by placing 2 tablespoons of6% chlorine bleach in a 5 gaJion container of water, mixing and 
allowing to stand for 30 minutes. The container will then be emptied, rinsed with potable water, and 
finally filled with water from the approved source. 

• 	 The holder must make every effort to prevent bears from having access to human food sources. All 
employees working in the park area must follow the park's food storage regulations, which can be 
found in section 2.10 (d) of the Superintendent's Compendium. 

21. The holder will abide by the applicable activity-specific operating plan. 

22. 	Reporting Requirements: 
• 	 CUA holders must meet the following annual and monthly reporting requirements in order to 

maintain a valid authorization. Reporting requirements include: 

Document Due 
Monthly Use Report 4m of each month 
Annual Financial Report (AFR) January 3 lfollowing the operating year 
Guides List April I or before operation begins 
Insurance Certificate As insurance expires/renews 

23. Annual Fees: 
CUA holders must remit required fees each year in order to maintain a valid authorization. Required fee 
are calculated based on the folJowing schedule: 

Aoolication Fee 
$300 per service - Due with application 

Market Price Fee based on Percentage of Gross Receipts 
Due by January 31 following the operating year 

($300.00 per service annlication fee acts as a credit towards the followine:) 
Less than $250,000.00 3% ofgross receipts 

Between $250,000.00 and $500,000.00 4% ofgross receipts in addition to the prior amount 

Over $500.000.00 5% of total gross receipts in addition to the two prior 
amounts. 

http:250,000.00


Revised I 011 5 

COMMERCIAL USE AUTHORIZATION FOR 

GUIDED NON-MOTORIZED BOATS -DORIES, KAYAKS &CANOES 


OPERATING PLAN - EXHIBIT B 


General Provision 

1) 	 The CUA for Non-Motorized Boats allows the CUA holder to conduct guided touring using 
dories, single or tandem kayaks, canoe, and other small non-motorized vessels in 
Yellowstone, Lewis and Shoshone Lakes. 

2) 	 Overnight backcountry use is not an authorized use unless the CUA holder has a CUA for 
Overnight Backpacking Trips. 

3) 	 Incidental fishing by clients is permitted provided clients have a Yellowstone National Park 
fishing permit and obey park fishing regulations. Fishing permits are required for anyone 16 
years and older. 

4) 	 There is a maximum limit of 15 boats per group excluding the guide, and are limited to three 
groups per day. Each group must have a qualified guide. Launch times must be scheduled 
30 minutes apart. Group size may increase with written permission from the park. 

5) 	 While on Yellowstone Lake, Lewis Lake, or Shoshone Lake, the CUA holder or guide shall 
remain with their clients for the duration of the trip. 

6) 	 Every vessel must have a current Yellowstone National Park boat permit and a map of 
Yellowstone and/or Shoshone Lakes when operating there. Operators are required to be 
familiar with and follow the rules and regulations found in the "Yellowstone National Park 
Boating Regulationsn publication. 

7) 	 To prevent Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS), the CUA holder must ensure gear, tackle, clothing, 
and equipment (especially wading boots) are cleaned and dried before entering or changing 
Yellowstone waters. 

8) 	 All watercraft, trailers, towing vehicles and water recreational gear (including any inflatable or 
float tube and associated water recreational articles) must undergo an Aquatic Invasive 
Species (AIS) inspection prior to entering any water within Yellowstone National Park. AIS 
inspections must be done at the same time a boat permit is issued and conducted only by 
authorized NPS AIS staff. 

9) 	 Any watercraft, trailer, tow vehicle, or other article immersed in park waters known to contain 
Aquatic Invasive Species, shall be thoroughly inspected and cleaned prior to entering any 
other waters within the park. 

• 	 Waters contaminated by Aquatic Invasive Species include: Yellowstone Lake, 
Yellowstone river (Yellowstone Lake to the park north boundary), Pelican Creek, 
Gardiner River (Mammoth Hot Springs to the park north boundary), Lewis River (south 
of Lewis Falls), Madison River, Gibbon River (Madison to Norris), Firehole River 
(Madison to Old Faithful), and Nez Perce Creek. 

10) Boats are limited to drift within 25 feet (-7.5 meters) of shoreline thermal features, and are 
not allowed to land within 32 feet (-10 meters) of thermal features. 



CPR Cert First Aid Cert Level 
811 /2017 8/1/2017 EMT 

5/30/2017 5130/2017 WFR 
5/1 /2018 5/10018 WFR 

4/20/2020 4/20/2019 WFR 
1/6/2020 1 /6/2020 WFR 
3/112018 3/1/2018 EMT 
6/312019 6/3/2019 WFR 

4/20/2020 4/20/2019 WFR 
5/3112018 5/31/2018 WFA 

6/4/2017 6/4/2017 WFA 
412120 19 11212019 wrA 

5/22/2019 5/22/2019 WrA 
5/26/2019 5/26/2019 WFA 

12/15/2019 12/15/2019 BFA 
2126/2019 212612019 WFR 
5/21/2019 5/21/2019 WFA 
6/17/2018 6/17/2018 BFA 

61412019 5/12/2019 WFR 
6'51201 Q ~151?019 wrA 

512612019 52612019 WFA 
6 .. l018 6/112018 B A 

3131 2018 3 3· L01b c.MT 
5/2612019 5/26/2019 WFA 



Search and Rescue Report - PAGE 1 Use Tab to move between fields. 

Park: YELL IRegion: I IMR 

Incident Commander: !Frank Deluca ~ Case Number: NP11 1710 I1 I 9 I 3 I 2 I4 I 
Park SAR Number: D Day of Week: L 4- WEDNESDAy 

Date of Notification: [Jun 14, 2017 Time NJotified (24 hour format) c=i?:s9 
Date Subject Contacted: JJun 14, 2017 I_Time ~ubject Contacted (24 hour format) 18:32 

Location: 1/4 mile off shore - Yellowstone Lake - area of We~t Thumb Geyser Basin 

Coordinates: E4 43.314 N, n o28.980 w 

Notification Method: lcellular Phone 

Incident Type: IRescue ~I Contributing Factor- 1st: !weather- Cold 

Mutual Aid?: I[ Contributing Factor- 2nd:!unknown _ 

Subject Organization: !commercial Tour Group IIContributing Factor- 3rd: ju nknown 

Subject Activity: lsoating, Non-Motorized Ii Rescue Method - 1st: ~tercraft, Motorized 

Incident Environment:[Lake I[ Rescue Method - 2nd: 

SAR Disposition: Subject Found/Rescued II Rescue Method - 3rd: 

Subject Info: Age 

Subject #1: 

Subject #2: D 
Subject #3: D 

Number Ill or Injured 

2 

Sex f Experience Level 

I Male h· Beginner/Novice/Limited Skills 

I I 3 
Number No! Ill or Injured Number of Fatalities Number of Saves 

L 10 

The Following Items are Reported Onl~ When 1nJidents Involve Searches For Lost Subjects 

Search Type: j 


Linear Distance In Miles from PLS: (blank if unknown) I 

Vertical Direction from PLS: [ 

Search Duration: C 



earch and Rescue Report - PAGE 2 REV 2013 
Use Tab to move between fields. 

Incident Na1 ative: 
(Type or Paste Te i In Block) 

Dispatch I 
Grant Rangers were returning from another SAR when they v.jere notified via radio of a report of a kayak group in 
trouble off the West Thumb Geyser Basin Boardwalk. The in.itlal report came in via cellphone to a Lake Ranger's cell 
phone and had little information except that people were in the water in the West Thumb Area. A second report was 
also being received at the West Thumb bookstore by volunteJrs about a kayak that was "stuck" on the Lake near 

West Thumb. II 

Initial Resources I 
Incident Commander - F. Deluca \ 
Boat Operator/Paramedic - 8. Elliott I! 

Swimmer/EMT - J. Poley !Iii 

West Thumb Land Hasty Search - M. Chavarsky 
_

Grant 1 - Staffed by EMT/LEY. Goins 

Incident Narrative I 
Based upon the initial report, Elliott and Poley responded i m~ediately to the Grant marina and launched the Grant 
patrol boat the "Eagle" out in the the West Thumb basin area.I Chavarsky responded to a begin a hasty search of the 
West Thumb shoreline and Deluca set up a command post iii the Grant Marina parking lot. Deluca identified over 
the radio that the commercial kayak group still out on the watJr was "OARS Kayak" based on who was parked in the 
parking area and gave a description of the kayaks. I 

I 
While on the way out of the marina, the Eagle encountered part of the OARS group confirming other members of the 
group were further down the shoreline, toward the Grant Carr(pground, and that people were still in the water, and 
possibly hypothetic. Elliott reported this to Deluca, and Deluca requested additional boat resources from Lake Boat 
Patrol to respond to the scene. I 

As the Eagle proceed down the shoreline they located the firs~ injured kayak client who was on the beach with a 
kay_ak guide between th_e ma~ina and the g~yser basin_. Elliott 1broug~t the boat into shore and _Poley did a_ quick1
patient assessment. This patient was suffering from mild hypothermia but was stable. The patient and guide were 
then loaded onto the patrol boat. Using binoculars Elliott was ~ble to locate another group of kayak's rafted together 
about a 1 /4 mile off shore and started toward them. I 

Upon arrival at the second group Elliott reported via radio tha~ he had located and unconscious, unresponsive 
Patient, who had been in the water for up to 30 minutes and t~ey were beginning CPR. 

At 18:34 hours Deluca contacted the comm center via radio ~nd requested additional units and a Life Flight to the 
Grant Helipad. I 

Addtional Resources Requested I 
Requested to the Scene EMS - Derene. Suarez, Brearley, Neldhardt 
Lake 1 - For 1st Hypothermic patient I 
Grant Fire - Set up Landing Zone at Helipad - Stooza I 
Investigation Support - Bock , 
Lake Boat Patrol I 

! 
. . I 

Upon arrival at Grant Manna Boat Ramp CPR was continued iby medical providers and additional arriving Rangers 
as the patient was moved from the patrol boat to the dock. Gr~nt Fire Department was paged to be the ground 
contact for the Landing Zone in Grant Village. At this time it w~s still unclear whether any additional kayaks were 



missing so LaKe tsoat Patrol Kangers wno were now on scene in the west 1numb Geyser tsasin begin a gnd pattern 
search looking for missing kayaks. I 
Bock was assigned to begin to interview the bystanders/witn, sses in more detail , assisted by Del uca. 

Lake Ambulance 1 arrived on scene and assumed patient carie of the kayak client who was found on the beach 
suffering from hypothermia. This patient wou ld later be transTrted to Lake Clin ic and later released. 

The Lifeflight landed at the Grant Helipad and CPR continue~ as park paramedics consulted with medical control via 
cellphone. Flight Medics were brought to the scene and joine~ in the resuscitation efforts. The patient was then 
moved to the Grant 1 ambulance and transported back the wf iting helicopter at the Grant Helipad where 
resuscitation efforts continued. At some point at the heipad th,e patient was pronounced dead. (See corners report/ 
medical reports for details) i 

As a result of Ranger Back's investigative interviews we werel able to gather witness statements and determine 
there were no additional missing persons from this incident at d Lake Patrol Units began to focus their efforts on 
recovering missing kayaks and equipment. In the end they were unable to recover the deceased kayak guides 
kayak or drybag's. I 

A coroner response was requested through dispatch and the body of Timothy Hayden Ryan CONANT was then 
transported to the Grant Ranger Station were it was transferr4d to the custody of the Deputy Coroner, Christine 
Farrar. \ 

Command was terminated at the scene. The continued invesJigation of this fatality was transfered to Deluca with 
Bock assisting. (See investigative report for further if needed)! 

END OF SAR REPORT ; 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG_0071 IMG_0072 


IMG_0073 IMG_0074 

Page 1117 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG_0075 IMG_0076 


IMG_0077 IMG_0078 

Page 2117 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG 0079 IMG_0080 


IMG 0081 IMG_0082 

Page. 3117 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG 0083 IMG_0084 


IMG 0085 IMG 0086 

Page. 4I17 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG 0087 IMG_0088 


IMG 0089 IMG 0090 

Page. 5117 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG 0091 IMG_0092 


IMG 0093 IMG 0094 

Page: 6117 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG 0095 IMG_0096 


IMG 0097 IMG 0098 

Page.7117 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG 0099 IMG_0100 


IMG 0101 IMG_0102 

Page. Bl 17 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG 0103 IMG_0104 


IMG 0105 IMG 0106 

Page. 9117 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG 0107 IMG_0108 


IMG 0109 IMG 0110 

Page: 10117 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


llvlG 0111 llv1G_0112 

llvlG 0113 llv1G_0114 

Page. 11117 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG_0115 IMG_0116 


IMG_0117 IMG_0118 

Page 12117 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG_0119 IMG_0120 


IMG_0121 IMG_0122 

Page 13117 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG_0123 IMG_0124 


IMG_0125 IMG_0126 

Page 14117 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG_0127 IMG_0128 


IMG_0129 IMG_0130 

Page 15117 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG_0131 IMG_0132 


IMG_0133 IMG_0134 

Page 16117 



NP17079324 06/13/2017 Oars Fatality 


IMG_0135 IMG_0136 


IMG_0137 IMG_0138 

Page 17117 



 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

United States Department of the Interior
 
National Park Service
 

Case Title Oars Fatality Case Number NP17079324
 

Location Yellowstone Lake Report Date 6/14/2017
 

Report Subject Photos of Kayaks that were used that day
 

PHOTOGRAPHY LOG
 
Camera: Canon NP1200116965 

Photographer: Justin Brearley 

Date of Photos: 6/14/2017 

Time of Photos: Approximately 9:20 pm 

Location of Photos: Grant Marina 

# Image # or ID Description of Photo Subject 

1 IMG_0071 Boats lined up on shore after incident 

2 IMG_0072 Boats lined up on shore after incident 

3 IMG_0073 Side front of kayak #11 

4 IMG_0074 Overview of kayak #11 showing a throw rope 

5 IMG_0075 Behind the seat of kayak #11 

6 IMG_0076 Foot well of kayak #11 

7 IMG_0077 Kayak #11 identifier 

8 IMG_0078 kayak #9 overview 

9 IMG_0079 kayak #9 footwell 

10 IMG_0080 kayak #9 compartment overview 

11 IMG_0081 kayak #9 identifier 

12 IMG_0082 kayak #7 overview 

13 IMG_0083 kayak#7 paddle float behind the seat 

14 IMG_0084 kayak #7 footwell with water pump 

15 IMG_0085 kayak #7 identifier 

16 IMG_0086 kayak #8 overview double kayak 

17 IMG_0087 kayak #8 back compartment with water pump inside and one attached to straps 

18 IMG_0088 kayak #8 behind the seat of back compartment 

19 IMG_0089 kayak#8 front compartment overview 

20 IMG_0090 kayak #8 front compartment behind the seat 

21 IMG_0091 kayak #8 identifier 

22 IMG_0092 double kayak #2 overview 

23 IMG_0093 double kayak #2 front compartment footwell 

24 IMG_0094 double kayak #2 front compartment overview 
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25 IMG_0095 double kayak #2 back compartment footwell 

26 IMG_0096 double kayak #2 back compartment overview 

27 IMG_0097 double kayak #2 identifier 

28 IMG_0098 Overview of the paddles used 

29 IMG_0099 double kayak #1 overview 

30 IMG_0100 double kayak #1 frontcompartment footwell 

31 IMG_0101 double kayak #1 front compartment overview 

32 IMG_0102 double kayak #1 middle straps with water pump 

33 IMG_0103 double kayak #1 back compartment footwell 

34 IMG_0104 double kayak #1 back compartment overview 

35 IMG_0105 double kayak #1 identifier 

36 IMG_0106 double kayak #1 "Needs 1 push rivet on back seat" taped on the stern of the kayak 

37 IMG_0107 double kayak #14 overview 

38 IMG_0108 double kayak #14 front compartment footwell 

39 IMG_0109 double kayak #14 front compartment overview 

40 IMG_0110 double kayak #14 front compartment behind seat 

41 IMG_0111 double kayak #14 middle straps with water pump 

42 IMG_0112 double kayak #14 back compartment footwell 

43 IMG_0113 double kayak #14 back compatment overview 

44 IMG_0114 double kayak #14 identifier 

45 IMG_0115 Life jackets overview 

46 IMG_0116 Life jackets overview 

47 IMG_0117 Front of Life jackets 

48 IMG_0118 Front of Life jackets 

49 IMG_0119 Front of Life jackets 

50 IMG_0120 Front of Life jackets 

51 IMG_0121 Front of Life jackets 

52 IMG_0122 Front of Life jackets 

53 IMG_0123 Back of Life jackets 

54 IMG_0124 Back of Life jackets 

55 IMG_0125 Back of Life jackets 

56 IMG_0126 Back of Life jackets 

57 IMG_0127 Back of Life jackets 

58 IMG_0128 Back of Life jackets 

59 IMG_0129 Back of Life jackets 

60 IMG_0130 Spare water pump 
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61 IMG_0131 Kayak overview from East side 

62 IMG_0132 Conant's Life jacket front 

63 IMG_0133 Conant's Life jacket front close-up 

64 IMG_0134 Conant's Life jacket inside of front panel 

65 IMG_0135 Conant's Life jacket inside of back panel 

66 IMG_0136 Conant's Life jacket back panel 

67 IMG_0137 Conant's Life jacket cut strap 

68 IMG_0138 Conant's Life jacket overview 
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	he dialed lt<r 61oid dltt\.U)' \\ho happens to bea YeUow~tone R.anttr. Thi\ Raia er r«en ed her broL:eu cellphone c IJ and umnecha:tely alerted me Yel.IO\\ tone National Pail.; D rcb Cen1cr "ho in IUru di~pah.bed l'n...~ WU~lo the scene.. 
	Ulted tlut \lo bm Jie found COX.~1 he "415 sri1J COO IOU\, b\11 ~\Cl')' conhbed. be cned to ask himquestions to~bi le\ cl ofalcn11e but he L:q>t >ri telv 10 her quesrioos by repeatedly referttmtr •o the ·10\\rope.. around bi le tated she sa"nothing wrapped mound CO!'A rr· lctt 
	tatcJ tlw 
	Figure

	~c11me 11111C' Inter empty M.~'11 o a11 
	.,tatcJ 1h. 1rJic thou~t t CO~A.."''T501.lllded like he had ''\\ arer m hi., lunsz .. \\hen 1c \\ t3lk.mg.. _.,1.-pe:11edly Ub r A.NT to hold onto her kayak a~ 'he ''"em1>ted to paddle toward ·~on cene alone UI h1\ tandetn knynk 10 a 1st. tated that they attempted to load n •1111 cOll'>CIOll'i CONANT into the 
	em kayak however CONANTwni. coufu~ed nud lelhRJIUC~ 11nd wm, j11~11101 provi n~ enough assistance·with the process foa them to I.le .-
	1111cceso;fi.al

	wc-re 11blc to hold onto CONANT between the boat'> n11d co11l i111~JH'd shore. ·~ i 11 cs lhul lhcy had been paddling for 7 to 10 mimalet> whell~Tived 0 11 
	olo knyak to also assist inthe rescue ofCONANT. Wilh 1hrce poop c 11ow 011 scene. Mtc111ptcd to get CONANT 11110 1he empty \cat w tandem IUlyok~c \1111 llll.Succe,.~fuJ aud llli>1cad ''ere oru~~on lop of~y lywll CONANT m 1dc 1he 'rune ea1 ~ith thetr three L:ayak 1ogc1ber the [lTOUp ~arted paddlma IO\\ l\fJ hott once •!lain. 
	At some pou1t duru111 pM1Jliniz~seetng the NPS rh<:ue bo.11 eppro.adwur OO\\e\·er 
	•he could tcU the ~-ucboor ~her1!JOUPbeca~her suoup \U too off<J)O£c She cow.I 1eU tlM: boa1 \\ ROwsr 1ow~hergroup ombote m tc~ -lated that al 1W, pou11 C'O~A."T \\ 00\\ UDCODSClOUS aOOJlO loo ' hi C)CS \\aC roUed bad; m his bead anJ lu chin" ttd ~that ~If"ere anemptwg to signal 
	the re ... bo.'t by wa\1n1t their paddles in ihe air 
	Figure
	The ~"PS 
	The ~"PS 
	The ~"PS 
	re ....Uie bo31armedoo5eeoe 
	· 
	mpplesmnt.al rcepom from 

	Ran~
	Ran~
	Elliott m1d Pol!!i:: · The Rangers 
	~ 
	,nboan.f and did a quick 

	mcd!ca 
	mcd!ca 
	of 
	While this was 
	pperuntt. 1tc 
	urt-1 opemumt the re~ue boat 


	spotted :m 1er offshore and started lo motor towruJ 1bcm 
	Upon dlTl\al 111 ocatioo Rmltte~ to the re~ue bo.11 fow1d CONANT lmco11.,,1ous. 1101 b1c111l11nll. nnd bein heldo..-er the top ofthe (lroup<, knynl..., Rnn(lel CONAN"! . onboard the rescue boor, lenVIUfl lhcir l\nynk~ nnd equipmc111 behind ond immedintely beginCPR on CONANT. (See ' 11pplc111e11111l 1cpo11s from rebµo11diatft 1 (11 1~crs for mote detail) The NPS rescue boat l'esponded lrnck lo the Gm.11t Village Boat 
	broutt.ht 

	Dock wore It WM 111c1 by nrlditioual waitiug rescue ruid mcdlcnJ pcnmmacl. Sci! EMS reports for the sub~cqwml' 111cdic11I tacn1111en1 of CONANT and
	Addl1loual Ou ~£fUf lp>e~ijgalion lm11nJ \H1t1e11 \\ 1l1le'> '>ll\lcmenrs were taken from all pnrtie i.nvoh:ed 011 .,c.cne 01 rbc tune of the wc1dcn1 "11h 1hc c~cepuon o >ho was tramponed llom rhc U1c1den1~cne by ambulance to rhe Lali:c Cluuc aslater mrernewed by Ranacr Bock 1bb hotel m Cody. WY ~folJo\\ ult J.ay "1lerc he also pro'ided a cyped wemen.1 tlw be had prqll&t'Cd ~lf Rescue wut ltoiu the L:.'\kc Dbmct Boat Pairol were on ccnc at the tune oftJ1c m11iaJ mc1dcn1 and pcrfonneJ a earcb ofthe West Thum
	-a byti:. the OARS hypothennic bag. nmJnple b) padJJ , auJ • w~ethrow ba~ CO' ,\NT' la) \\ fouud muluple days larer near Breeze Pollll Stt uprlauen11J repon b) fL.mttr LU1011) OARS b,;1J a \':tn full ot L:ayaL: equipmentandbyak eqwpment SU ed on~bncb {ot Olbtt rours. Al the 111oc ol l11e mciJcnt all b)'ak eqa.ipmem that could be i>(bithdy uk1111ticJ a beuu1 unohed m the inc1dcn1 ". , unpowMied for inHstJgath-e pmposes and remo\ ed from the s.:enc to a C'a.lre 'NPS fo 1h1y by NP pcrsooJlel. Thi~ would includ
	C o-.;A.1'.Ts 
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	CONANT' t\\O pcl'\Oual backpacks were secured by invesllttators iiom the OAR company ,.an and later turned O\Cf 10 1be Teton County Coroner. 
	COSANT's clodiH. ~web\\tte reported to hepants and aJlirt 1h:s1 he" ''euintat lhe rnue ofthe incmJcu1 \\ttc cut from his~by rescuers c:luring bis medical trcaoncnt Im till ton \\car twable to l0t:atc lhetn h 1 bch~\cd that they were gathered wuh medical " re and lnlUl trow lhe wcidcru -..:enc and matalcul) ch aided 
	fpDon l p lp,nlln!lgp A re\ IC\\ ol ) cllo rooe Saoonal Park reeords shou-s OARS conune:rctal u;.c uthonnmon lCUA13120) 1e, thctr pcnn1110 do L.:ayak (non-motorized boat) nips w YeUows100-: '"in trood IAndin~. Addit1oo:illy all lour trtlide1> w,·oh·cd m the incident ha\-e valid ··~wdcc rd ~ rcq1Ured b} lhe terms and cond11101n of their pcnnn Nothing in myim·estigat1on ~~\.cal~that , ny of the guides invoh cd m the 111c1den1 h.1d done anything to nolate any of the leml or cond111on ol thci.r comparues kayok
	L11vtii.l lfl11I01 'i look photogrnphs of all kayaks and equipment involved 111 the mcltlc11t ns we11 a& pc1fon11cd n basic visunl inspection of all the kayak's and eq11lpmc11I iuvolvccl. Nothinp; out of ordinary Wllli found. (Sec photolo[ls) All equipment with the exception of CONAN'l"q knynk nud PFD were 1clurucd to OARS 11111nilflcme11t. CONANT's Pm and kayak rcmnin 111cvidc11cc/s1ornp;e111 the Grant R8n[lcr Stn1io11 pemljn[l further direction from OSHA auU1oritie<;. 
	lU\c,t11m10" coJ1d11ctcd I~weniewsmtb ut n.. oftlus report had 001 condu t~t tilce 10 face wleniews with anyone else involved i111b1 iii ident . Muluple anempt:. to ~. cb-or a follO\\•Up personal inteniew have proved tw u.:cci; ful 
	Durio my ime ou1100 J cOtbUltcd withag.erusfiom the ~ational Park Senace lm-nt1g&U\e Sernces Bran.:h v.ho •lated tl1eis Ul\ ol\ emcnt in this im-esligarion "'as not \\ anauteJ 1 thi t~ 
	So1hinsi w lU} 1wrial Ill\ e-.nsianoo ofthe incidentwould lead me to beliC'\e 1b.a1 t..ol'K'I aod or~ U\.C pla)N at1)' role w the C\CSUS of tins day. 
	~olhi.u w my ut\ nua.aooo re\-ealcd any'iolation ofpart re~1on iu thti wc1dcnt. ~oc1uwoos \\ttC l lied 10 AJl)OOC lll\'Ol\cd. 
	C'oo 1rlb11tl111 F111C'IOC\ I a11\e or Death A ofth.c \H11t11a ot the ul\ e L1~tn-e repon the official cause ofCONANT' de.uh hill yet 10 be dctcnnmed by the Teton C'o1wty Coroner. For the cootriburin£l fac1or11 nnd cntt.\c of dcnth we will have 10 llwn1t the ollic1ol report from the Coroner's office. (See the Co1011c1 • s report fo1nddilionnJ informnliou) <:rtllrnt s1111!l!l'10f11l11l 1tlt11C'111neots to this repol't Supplcmcni rcportr; from rescue l>oat operators YcllowHtone Nniiounl P01k Di~'Palch Center 
	~en St,\lements .~Vnllcn Statement .OAR~CL.A Copy .
	0 \RS Clitrci1t 20,., Gu1de Lisi .uu .upplcmcutal rq>artS .End or Rtpot t .
	Addwou.al 

	General ~port: 
	lnodent .NP1707932 .. EMS (Death)@17 58 (YNP GRANO LOOP RO. YEUOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region IMR. StateJZone: WY. Area YELL S e: SNAKE)) (YEU Snake SARTlmoctly CONANT • OARS Guide fa T170263519 (Reriew -ctosed] Due: 07111/2017 17:29 #704 BOCK. R ->#1183 WILKINSON T (low) NP17079324 EMS (Medlcal lnjury1lllneas.Death)~14'2017 17 58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD. YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: I 
	Medical lrjorylmnessl
	06/14f2017 
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	R•mafks: SupplementaJ Narrauv. 
	Summary 
	On 6/14/17 I responded to the report of persons in the water of Yellowstone 
	Lake near the thermal area of the West Thumb Geyser Basin 1n Yellowstone 
	National Par1< I assisted peripherally with Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
	(CPR) of one v1ct1m and assisted US Park Ranger {USPR) F Deluca with the 
	subsequent invesllgallon. As a result of the inetdent one male was 
	pronounced dead and one male was treated and released tor hypothermia. 
	Incident 
	On 6/14/17 while restocking park service vessels at the Bridge Bay Manna 
	after an earlier boating incident, I received the report of overturned kayaks 
	with people In the water near West Thumb. I responded to the Incident via 
	my patrol car with USPR J. Dunning. USPR Dunning stated enroute that he 
	had received a phone message from his girlfriend saying she was having an 
	emergency and needed help at about 1745 hrs. USPR Dunning then called 
	Yellowstone Park Dispatch relaying the information at about 1746 hrs. 
	Upon arrlval, I checked in with USPR and scene Incident Commander F. 
	Deluca. I observed that CPR was being conducted on one white male on the 
	service dock and a second maJe was sitting in the rear deck of the NPS 
	vessel lied up alongside the dock. I observed a-emale wet from the 
	later identified a~and asked her 1f she was cold. as v1s1bly distraught and shivenng. I asked her 1f she was ok and if 
	Figure

	she needed any medical assistance. She shook her head side to side 1nd1cating no and I escorted herto my patrol vehicle and placed her in the front passenger seat With the heat on and doors unlocked I then went 
	where I had observed the second male later identified as 
	still sitting in the aft deck of the park vessel and escorted him to a waiting park ambulance with an ALS crew. USPR Deluca assigned me to assist with the subsequent 1nvesllgation. Through those witness statements, oral statements and 1nterv1ews, the following Is what I learned to have occurred on the afternoon/evening of June 
	Figure

	14, 2017. 
	According to kayak guide for Oars, a group of three guides and nine cllents met at the Grant Marina fo.rkaaddle out to the "Basin 
	a Geyers" located north of the Grant Marina. aid the trip typically takes 3-3.5 hours.~aid the guides wen hrough all the safety talks a d rocedures wm;n;eefients. The thre · . ere 
	Figure

	1mothy Conant and 
	Figure
	ano er ars guide was waiting back at the marina and was in charge of food I asked what specifically is covered in the safety and procedure talks, and 
	~1d they explain how to get in and out of the boats on shore, adjust the rudder foot pedals, weight distribution, how to use the paddles and when they hear a Whistle blow: once means to get their attention and three bmes means for the group to head to shore. She continued saying that they also 
	size the personal floatation devices {PFDs) and make sure they are frt ro ert I asked 1f the clients are shown how to wet exit from their kayak and id no I asked if the clients are shown or talked through how to get ac In o thetr kayaks 1f they capsize and~ald no I asked besides PFDs, what sort of safety devices are util~ovlded to the clients and 
	Figure

	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) .
	awa from s ore and they were not makin o s ore as 
	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE: (FOUO) .
	guides ~aid that each of the clients are provided a btlge pump wtuch Is strapped to the top decking of the kayak Each of the guides are provided a paddle float. throw bag and whistle and that w1th1n the group there 1s a dry bag which cont. thermia bag which the Lead Guide has attached to their kayak ted she learned after the accident that there Is an emergency ne contained in another dry bag 1n the Lead Guide s kayak I asked f she had used a paddle noat before and she stated no I asked ff that was one of th
	o the Lead Guide was for this trip and tated 1t was Conant lated each of the guides along with one c 1en were In single 
	Figure

	occupancy kayaks and the remaining 8 clients were In tandem kayaks for a total of 4 tandem kayaks. According to witness statement reports the group paddled out to the "Basin Geyer" without Incident and were paddlin back towards the Grant Marina when one of the clients, later identified as capsized his kayak and went In the water. According to a emen , the wind was blowing nght to left coming from shore and that he started to notice additional water In the bottom cockpit of his kayak. I asked-f he thought th
	es were with ccordlng tre orts the 
	~ 
	-righted overturned Kaya an according t nd he e as still quite a bit of water inside the kayak after t was up-
	within minutes all .. u1des u r g e . 
	aid he was helped into b. s kayak and ~ trie· · the water out of the cockpit of kayak. Both_ and aid that very shortly after starting o pump the water out of his kaya , onan~ped over and Conant was In the water In between his kayak and -kayak. ~tated very shortly thereafter she remembers seeing Conant holding onto his overturned kayak and according to-he remembered seeing Conant laying on top of his overturned 
	indicated rn their statements and interviews 
	e water out o~ayak wasn t working and since the kayak was nd1ng too low in the water, add1bonal water continued to come over th!lf!ed e of the cockpit ~id it was~ho suggested towing o shore since the wind was continuing to blow them farther 
	at ry1ng to pump 

	1 g the water 
	th stated that tarted out towing 
	e hung onto the sides of their kayaks _,aid she thought Con-at alread knew ho~ack into his kayak'Wh"e"nthey started towin o shore. _.,aid she thought ad the same assump ion since as they were starting to paddle away, old 
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	thereaner but was not able to make contact with her until he arrived on scene 
	with me ~to both en ~mved back with --Conant was still responsive but sluggish They both state that 
	together they tned to Ifft Conant out of the water mt~seat of his 
	tandem kayak but were unsuccessful. By the time~ .onant was com let urrres nsive according to both .With all three. the were able to Ifft .
	onan 

	1 
	out of the water into ayak. said that-was able to hold Conant against his chest keeping him out of the water. ~tated that she and -broke their kayak paddles 1n half making them more like a canoe paddle and started paddling to shore. Both said they didn't make it very far with the waves and wind. They then used the paddles to wave and blew their whistles to get the attention of the park service vess~ater. According to-mother to after
	~nd Conant caP.sized and eft to assist, she along 
	'Wi'i'li"Other daughter and ith her granddau~ paddling towards the Grant Marina to get additional help ~aid they were arriving at the Grant Marina when the park service vessel was leaving. She said they gave the park rangers onboard add1t1onal directions to where the grou was located. 
	after the kayaks containing headed towards Grant Manna, they paddled back 
	Accordin to 
	to e geyser asm to Within shouting distance of bystanders on the boardwalk. They both state that they were able to make contact with bystanders and to have them call 911 to get help tate that they got back to the Grant Marina around 1830 hrs According to_,,!!
	erk service vessel located he and ~rst and 
	quickly loaded them up. old the rangers there was a snrrano'ther ~the water and e park service vessel headed towards that. ~aid he was placed in a hypothermia ba o the vessel. All accounts 
	state that once the park service vessel located nd Conant, all were loaded onto the park service vesse an CP was initiated on Conant. ~tated he assisted park rangers with CPR on the ride back to Gra'iiiM0ririaWhere Conant was transferred from the park service vessel to the dock where CPR was continued. This ends my report of what occurred on the water of Yellowstone Lake near the West Thumb Geyser Basin on June 14th, 2017 
	Supplemenrary report: Incident NP17079324 EMS (Meath) P GRAND LOOP RO YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL. PARK. TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region.. IMR. State!Zooe: WY. Area· YELL Sile SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SARTimothy CONANT -OARS Guide ta Ta.sK. T170253243 pnft rpt-Closed} Due: 07l0612017 10.57 #1183 WILKINSON T ->#1183 WILKINSON T. {low) CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (M.cflc:al ln,ury1 neut>ealh)GQ6. 1412017 17;58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD. YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. 
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	On 06/14/1017 11 appro1Um1tcly 1758 Hrs, the Yellowstone Communl<.ahon\ C nttf call&'d Granl Patrol asJt1ng for a phon. <•II I called theCom CPn~rand was notified that 7l37, Juon Dunninaa lake-Ran&"' h.cl ulled to notify them that hi 1Hrl'nd mo isan OARS ic.vAk Guid l. ti.cl calkod h m, 1tatin1 that she _..,on • Ufll tnp on l.o •Ye ne S00'1e'Where in the Wffi Thumb Ar~11ndth.t they h.cl •couple ol u u lewllh ~pie the watec C.el p00n.e reception wasn't veryaood and it. er Dunnirig was i.mable to c~her bl • f
	The <ifant Vi tor Gent~called c.r.nt Patrol by radiotonobfy us that • vi111oc Md wal'-"d"' ilnd not Ired tMm that the•e were~m ~byilkers near the West Thumb~'S.i1n 
	Rlf\IM Chuvar "Y who wu in the area because ofa ~eviousincident drove to the Wtit Thumb Ge~rBasin to t.ee if he CC»Jld see an)'thma from ~board walk area. 
	Rengc-r Deluca took lnc1df'nl command while, Ranger Elliott and I re~po~d 10 thf' W t Thumb Geyst'r Basin AtCil by National Park Serv1Cf' Vessel Eagle, from the Grant Manna. Jutt ouu1de or the C.rnnl Marin<> in the area ol tho Grant Compg1 ound two blue tandem kayaks flagged us down by wov111g their t11m1 ond kilynk paddles 11bov11 their ho11d•. 1hey M'lid they were part of an Oars Trip and thal Ihere worfi pflorlo In I hll Willer, J asked lhrni whctn 01, und 1,hey ,aid they were in the area ofthe Geyser Ba
	I ob~crvell onolhcr kayak paddling back towards themarina in the erea of tho Grent Campground I Loop. The occupents dldn'l tPPl"•1' to be In distress and didn't try to flag us down 
	On the lho1e ..outh of thf' Geyser Sasin (N 44 24.787, W 1134 034), Rang r £111011 artd I ob!.t'rvt'd two individuals IP Vectun #1, who was an OARS dieot, and-emale 111 r ~nhf•ed 1 1tho ''•n O~keyak Guide, flaggingusdown. 
	Figure
	Figure

	Vt<t&n • 1 wat tt•na Y'IMbfy $hiverinaon shore W€aring a down i-det. • $hirt on his tap, and 1 dry bag Ol/'er his fe ·t The re\t ol hisdothes IOd hh shoeswere lyingnextto him m • pc~on the Ulof fine 
	~hindthe ma~supponmghim in the seated positJOO andwas ru his wms nd b.Kk ~ouslv attmirlJnl to l:tt1) tUm warm. At this~~a t-shln, loog PitnU, ond b&seboJt ap 
	Figure

	Figure
	~nh<-r fa<Mt and button up Utirt to \ftetim #1 removing bis wet dothoand placina hh le t into a dty boig ano~mpt1na to warm h1m up 
	I • ..-cl V'ec hm #J 1f he Nd any medical issues or-ifthere was .Wf't and cold Hr .r11f:d th.Jt ot~r than beingwetand cold .
	Figure

	•was fine. 
	I 8'ked tht'm If thf'rn w 'anyone else in the waterand how many other\ wen' therfl,-.tatf'd that there wc1s ilt lea5t one olhl'r person In the water that had capsized and that then.• w.is e1oup &lilt out on the water. 
	I osslsted-md Vltlim 111 bock to the boat, which wasn't able to come cornplololy rn &hotB due to how sh11llow l'~or wM. Aflc1 getting both indjviduals on board, getting 1110111 w111111w ct up 111 ~leepi11g bags, and rnaklns ~urn thoy wrrc ok, we headed back out on to the water to a group ot blul" k11yak' opp1 OKlmatt-ly a quarter mile oll \ horc-
	Upon ornval I ob rrvftd 4 kayaks grouped together with 3 individual$ seatf'd in the k.iyak• and one individual a white malr Victim #2, who wu an OARS Kayak Guide, Jying across• k<tyak unrf'\pan rve H W'5 wtanng a red life-1 et, brown p1n1s, and a blad. shirt. His~on was pa~ and purple, h s lips we-re purple, he had a red mark on "''chin, <tnd hi\ pupcls were dilat~was on Kene told R_anct-r £lhot111nd I that Victim 112 h6d been in the wll t '°'Z0.30 miiiutes and was unresponsive. Wrth the usutancf! of the ka
	Bad~1t ti mann.t I 1uinedom« Raogenwith~the incfividual on lhedoc: IOf a larger wottcing ~ato ~ni:reuist wuh CPR Rangers Elliott. Oiuvar51ty, and~waned on the Al~sidt ol lhc IncldMt while I supported the 11rw1y end pe-rformed rescue br"eathes via Bag Valve Mask Rangt-rt. Btt-•rley, Goins, So.trez, N1ederhord1, and othen petformPd rotations on chest compres.siOM, Once the Fliaht Med1u arri~ I assisted 1111th lo.idona t ht' 1nd1111du1I onto1 back board andgurney before tran~rernng him 10 the ambulancf' whi~Ra
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	Officer 
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	Person: Address: 
	Ahtt the11mbulance t~1r~the K"ene heading to the heli-spot, I as!list d ~ngers01."rene ond 8odt with talcmg 
	witnen st•le-~nts and klen1tfy1ng guides andclients. 
	Insutt'd two H•tional P111k ~eMaintenancePersonnel, SalilNI 1nd ~IOOfra with pl.ant the klvaks, lite .-eu, pumps,. and u peddle into the Maintrnance 5taJce Bed trud bt!fore lf!GIHOI them in the ~ 8.vn 
	V'ittlm 11 win trampoued tot~UkeCinicbyambulance.. 
	Ext doc. occ r~port {PDF, 474.55 KB]: lnadent NP17079324 EMS (Medical lnjury/llness/Oeath) @NP GRAND LOOP RO YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Regt00· IMR. State/Zone; WY, Area: YELL Site· SNAKE)) (YELL SnaJce SARTlmolhy CONANT -OARS Guide fa Task T170253243 (lnlt rpt -Closed) Due: 07/06/2017 10.57 #1183 WILKINSON. T. ·>#1183 WILKINSON. T. (Low) CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medlcal Injury/Illness/Death) @06114/201717:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON W
	06114'2017 17.58 (Y

	Remartcs .Stat•~tfrom first kayaker picked up on beach 
	Exe. doc. occ r~port [PDF, 247.55 KB]: -~
	-

	ln<:Jdent .NP17079324 EMS (Medical lqur'y!mness/Death) @YNP GRAND LOOP RO, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region IMR. state!Zone: WY. Area. YELL Site. SNAKE)) (YEU Sna.ke SARTimothy CONANT -OARS Gade fa 
	06/14'2017 17 58 (

	Te~ .T170253243 (IM rpt-Closed] Due: 07J06i2017 10 57 # 1183 WILKINSON T ·>:1183 WILKINSON T (l..aw) CONANT SARNP1707932.4 EMS lMedical Injuryii 1.ness/Oeath) @06114'2017 17"58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD. YEUOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 
	Author .#2489 DELUCA, F Report bme. 06/1812017 14:57 
	Entered by .#2489 DELUCA. F. Entered bme: 06/1812017 14:57 
	Person 
	Addrt33.: 
	Vehicle. .Officer. .Remarks: YELL .
	Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 1018.78 KB]: Incident: NP17079324 EMS (Medical lnjury/lllness/Death)@OS/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD. YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: IMR. State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL. Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR· Timothy CONANT -OARS Guide fa Task: T170253243 (lnlt rpt -Closed) Due: 07106/2017 10.57 #1183 WILKINSON, T ->#1183 WILKINSON T (Low) CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Med cal Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14 '2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD. YELLOWSTO
	Author: .#2489 DELUCA. F Report bme· 06J18/2017 14.58 
	Entered by: .#2489 DELUCA. F Entllred time· 06118/2017 14:58 
	Poer.JM • 
	Addle~· 
	v~ 
	otrur 
	Rema.rlfs lnlt statements from two guides on water and guides be<* at van ,,.____
	Ext doc. occ ~porr[PDF, 35.92 KB]: Incident NP17079324 EMS (Mecfical lnjury/Ulness/Death) @0611412017 17 58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RO, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL. Site SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SARTimolhy CONANT -OARS Guide fa 
	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) 
	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) .
	Task: .T170253243 [Intl rpt -Closed) Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 WILKINSON, T. (low) CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 
	Author: #2489 DELUCA, F. Reporl time: 06/18/2017 14:59 .Entered by: #2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 06/18/201714:.a..Person: CONANT, TIMOTHY HAYDEN RYAN [DECEASED] 07126/1 993 (23) M DL:U~ .Address: .Vehicle: .Officer: .Remarks: DL Copy of Deceased Kayaker .
	Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 2.63 MB],_: ____ Incident: NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SARTimothy CONANT -OARS Guide fa Task: T170253243 [lnlt rpt -Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 WILKINSON, T. (Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YEL
	Author: 
	Author: 
	Author: 
	#2489 DELUCA, F. 
	Report time: 
	06/18/2017 15:00 

	Entered by: 
	Entered by: 
	#2489 DELUCA, F. 
	Entered time: 06/18/2017 15:00 

	Person: 
	Person: 

	Address: 
	Address: 

	Vehicle: 
	Vehicle: 

	Officer: 
	Officer: 


	Remarks: .Initial statements from all kayakers onscene, besides client that was in water. 
	Ext doc. occ report [JPG, 3.56 MB~: ____ Incident: NP17079324 EMS (Medical lnjury/lllness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SARnmothy CONANT -OARS Guide fa Task: T170253243 [lnit rpt-Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 WILKINSON, T. [Low) CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWST
	Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 469.69 KB]:
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	Incident: .NP17079324 EMS (Medical lnjury/lllness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL. Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SARTimothy CONANT -OARS Guide fa 
	Task: .T170253243 [lnit rpt-Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON. T. ->#1183 WILKINSON, T. [Low) CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/141201717:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
	TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 
	TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 
	TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

	Author: 
	Author: 
	#376 POLEY. J. 
	Reporl time: 
	06/2212017 01 :11 

	Entered by: 
	Entered by: 
	#376 POLEY. J. 
	Entered time: 06/2212017 01:11 

	Person: 
	Person: 

	Address: 
	Address: 

	Vehicle: 
	Vehicle: 

	Officer: 
	Officer: 

	Remarks: 
	Remarks: 
	Poley photos 
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	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) .
	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO). 
	Incident:. NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 
	Task:. T170253243 [Init rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 WILKINSON, T. [Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 
	Author:. #376 POLEY, J. Report time: 06/22/2017 01:12 
	Entered by:. #376 POLEY, J. Entered time: 06/22/2017 01:12 
	Person: 
	Address: 
	Vehicle: 
	Officer: 
	Remarks:. Photo Log Poley 
	Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 174.86 KB]: 
	Incident:. NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 
	Task:. T170253243 [Init rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 WILKINSON, T. [Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
	TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 
	TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 
	TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

	Author: Entered by: 
	Author: Entered by: 
	#2489 DELUCA, F. #2489 DELUCA, F. 
	Report time: Entered time: 
	07/04/2017 16:14 07/04/2017 16:14 

	Person: 
	Person: 
	OARS 

	Address: 
	Address: 

	Vehicle: 
	Vehicle: 

	Officer: 
	Officer: 

	Remarks: 
	Remarks: 
	OARS Active Guides 


	Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 1.61 MB]: 
	Incident:. NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 
	Task:. T170253243 [Init rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 WILKINSON, T. [Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
	Author: Entered by: 
	Author: Entered by: 
	Author: Entered by: 
	TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE #2489 DELUCA, F. Report time: #2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 
	07/04/2017 16:20 07/04/2017 16:20 

	Person: 
	Person: 
	OARS 

	Address: 
	Address: 

	Vehicle: 
	Vehicle: 

	Officer: 
	Officer: 

	Remarks: 
	Remarks: 
	OARS Current 2017 CUA for Kayak 
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	Author: Entered by: 
	Author: Entered by: 
	Author: Entered by: 
	TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE #2489 DELUCA, F. Report time: #2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 
	07/04/2017 16:21 07/04/2017 16:21 

	Person: 
	Person: 

	Address: 
	Address: 

	Vehicle: 
	Vehicle: 

	Officer: 
	Officer: 


	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO). 
	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO). 
	Remarks:. CONANT Dispatch Logs 
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	Task:. T170253243 [Init rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 WILKINSON, T. [Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
	TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 
	TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 
	TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 

	Author: 
	Author: 
	#2489 DELUCA, F. 
	Report time: 
	07/04/2017 20:09 

	Entered by: 
	Entered by: 
	#2489 DELUCA, F. 
	Entered time: 07/04/2017 20:09 

	Person: 
	Person: 

	Address: 
	Address: 

	Vehicle: 
	Vehicle: 

	Officer: 
	Officer: 

	Remarks: 
	Remarks: 
	Photolog of CONANT's PFD 
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	Incident:. NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 
	Task:. T170253243 [Init rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 WILKINSON, T. [Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 
	Author:. #2489 DELUCA, F. Report time: 07/04/2017 20:40 
	Entered by:. #2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 07/04/2017 20:40 
	Person: 
	Address: 
	Vehicle: 
	Officer: 
	Remarks:. Photolog of CONANT's kayak 
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	Author:. #2489 DELUCA, F. Report time: 07/04/2017 20:41 
	Entered by:. #2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 07/04/2017 20:41 
	Person: 
	Address: 
	Vehicle: 
	Officer: 
	Remarks:. OARS Kayaks and Equip 1 
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	Task:. T170253243 [Init rpt - Closed] Due: 07/06/2017 10:57 #1183 WILKINSON, T. ->#1183 WILKINSON, T. [Low] CONANT SAR NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSE 
	Author:. #2489 DELUCA, F. Report time: 07/04/2017 20:43 
	Entered by:. #2489 DELUCA, F. Entered time: 07/04/2017 20:43 
	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) 
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	17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 
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	Author: 
	Author: 
	#704 BOCK, R. 
	Report time: 
	07/10/2017 17:32 

	Entered by: 
	Entered by: 
	#704 BOCK, R. 
	Entered time: 07/10/2017 17:32 

	Person: 
	Person: 

	Address: 
	Address: 

	Vehicle: 
	Vehicle: 

	Officer: 
	Officer: 

	Remarks: 
	Remarks: 
	USPR Dunning phone log 
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	Incident:. NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 (WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: SNAKE)) (YELL Snake SAR-Timothy CONANT - OARS Guide fa 
	Task:. T170263519 [Review - Closed] Due: 07/11/2017 17:29 #704 BOCK, R. ->#1183 WILKINSON, T. [Low] NP17079324 EMS (Medical Injury/Illness/Death) @06/14/2017 
	17:58 (YNP GRAND LOOP RD, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, TETON WY 82190 
	(WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN) (Region: I Author: #704 BOCK, R. Report time: 07/10/2017 17:36 Entered by: #704 BOCK, R. Entered time: 07/10/2017 17:36 Person: Address: Vehicle: Officer: Remarks: 
	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO). 
	Figure
	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) 
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	Remarks: 
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	17079327 CONANT Fatality Report 

	Re ort:...... u..;;....-. ___ -
	Re ort:...... u..;;....-. ___ -


	Investigative Narrative for IMARS: 
	Below is an investigative summmy ofinformation gathered and complied through personal interviews, witness statements, 
	supplemental report consolidation, andfirst hand investigator knowledge ofthe incident that happened on June 14th, 2017at 
	approximately I 800hrs in the West Thumb Geyser Basin ofYellowstone National Park that resulted in the death ofOARS 
	kayak guide Timothy CONANT. 
	Incident Summrv On Jm1e 14, 201 7 Yellowstone Rangers responded with multiple rescue boats and ground tmits to repotis ofa commercial kayak group in trouble, with people in the water offWestTlnunb Geyser Basin. The first an-iving rescue boat discovered one victim already on shore who had been rescued by guides/clients and soonlocated a second victim still in the water approximately a qua1ter mile offshore. Rangers brought this second victim aboard their rescue boat and began CPR. The patient was retumed to 
	Involved Companv Info 
	OARS 
	PO Box 67 
	Angels Camp, CA 95222 
	O.A.R.S is National Park Service approved concession company based out Angel Camp, Califomia with a local office based in Jackson, Wyotning. OARS has been a Yellowstone National Park non-motorized commercial pennit holder since 1996. When working in the Grant Village area the company primarily leads halfday kayak trips out ofthe Grant Village Marina to the West Thumb Geyser Basin Area. and back. OARS has no resent history ofsafety violations with t11e NPS and has no 
	resent histo1y ofcontacts by National Park Service Law Enforcement officers for violations ofpark regulations ofany kind. 
	Involved Kavak Guide Information MildenRyan CONANT (Deceased) 
	Salt Lake City, UT 84102 
	DOB 07/26/93 DL 
	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE: (FOUO) .
	Figure
	Tralnlna 'IP"ri•nr• It\\ COSA.'IT"r. first soo \\orlln! as kayak guide for OARS fkl 111 wilno\\n al be bad my prior kayake:q>eriew:e or a.uy e"<pc:ncncc U) ma oo Ydl<J\\ rone lake. Thiswas---fnt ~ca\OCl •01L.wa a layaJ.: guide~Q_.\RS as \\ell md IJtc 1 ted been ma k.ayakfu<! times~hfe belo.e ~a11w1~a p:uide. When askedduring a fouo~\\-up mtm IC'\\ lated dw she had recen·ed no b)'Bl WCf)"trairuna pnnr to leadin~ mps ~OXRS. She 
	:d th.it ~enc) 
	he tteet\e no~onwhat co do ifa client or CO-\\ona fell ou1 ofa la)"ak mto the w-arer. inhc:r I led ivedno trainin~ on ho" 10 coo1ac:1 , u1hon11c for http in the evem ofan on the \\ tcr. ~..-el oftrainmp and npcncm:c 11111.nlmo\\n at the wne ofthis report. 
	Prno11nl f& Olf:('ll>r Eg11lpmry1 On the day ofthe 111c:1dcn1 none of the mvo!Yed guides or client~ wns weon11p 1Ul) lyt>e ofdry or we1 type ofprotecti-;e kayak 
	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) .
	OARS Guides CONANT ·e e together in a tandem kayak. ere together in a tandem kayak. ;va.s not in a kayak during this incident, he remained at the company van back at the marina. 
	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) .
	clothing. CONANT was believed to be dressed in a ball cap, shitt, light weight pants, and Teva type sandals. He was also .wearing a red personal flotation device. (See Coroners repo11 for more info1mation) .
	All guides and clients were found to be wearing coast guard approved personal flotation devices suitable for kayaking. When .found, CONANT was still wearing his PFD, which was then cut off him by rescue personnel. This PFD was secured by .it1vestigators as evidence. (See photo logs) .Two of the guides kayaks were equipped with rescue "throw bags" however they continually refeITed to them as "towropes" .so there is some question as to if they knew what the pritna1y use ofa throw bag actually is. CONANT' s ka
	Inside one ofthe guide kayak's investigators found one paddle float while reviewit1g the involved equipment; however it is .m1clear which guide was using this kayak. All kayaks were equipped with hand pumps to pmnp out water. The guides claim .that CONANT had the OARS "hypothennic" bag however that has not been located as ofthis report. .
	Water Conditions .Yellowstone Lake, where the incident took place is approximately 132 square miles with depths ofup too approximately 430 .feet. Yellowstone Lake is the largest natural freshwater lake in the United States that is above 7000 feet It is roughly 20 .1niles long and 14 miles wide with 141 miles ofshoreline. .
	Weather Conditions .At the titne ofthe incident the air temperature was approximately 53 degrees Fahrenheit (°F) with a dew point of35°F and an .average hmnidity of73 percent. The sky was clear with a variable average wind speed of 13 mph with gusts up 21mph. The .temperature ofthe water was estimated to be about 38-43°F. There were no officially repo1ted storms in the itmnediate area, .however multiple statements from the pa1ties involved indicate high winds and "mifavorable kayakit1g conditions". .
	Vessel .The kayak being used by the deceased was a fourteen foot Carolina Perception kayak, blue in color. The kayak is owned by .OARS the employer ofthe deceased. The kayak is a single person kayak, has a rudder for steering that is controlled by two .foot pedals located inside the kayak, and has storage compartments both f01ward and rear in the boat. CONANT's kayak was .initially lost in this incident, but was then recovered multiple days later by Grant Boat Patrol adrift on Yellowstone Lake. .(See Ranger
	Investigation 
	The following is the investigators (Ranger DeLuca) recount ofthe incident: 
	The OARS kayak group lam1ched from the Grant Marina beach like any nonnal day and paddled along the shore toward the West Thumb Geyser Basin on a halfda tri . The guides and clients were configured in kayaks as follows: and Client~ere all in Solo kayaks. 
	•ere together in a tandem kayak. ere together in a tandem kayak. 
	The paddle to West Thumb Geyser Area was uneventful and the group was paddling back to the Grant Marina when the it1cident occw1·ed. The group was about twenty-five yards offshore, the distance they nonnally paddle at, with CONANT and -paddling up front with a gr~lers.~as it1 the rear of the group paddling with the slower paddlers when for an unknown reason~ipped over and fell from his kayak into the water. 
	~unedia.tely called for assistance from the other two guides who responded to--ocation in the water. The other clients in the area. offered to help but were directed to not put themselves in rm---guides and to instead paddle toward shore and remain there till told otherwise. When CONANT and~11Tived on scene they were able to upright-kayak and assis-in gettin~ack into l~edkayak. Even thoughwas now seated in his upri~showing signs ofhypothemlia and his kayak was completely filled to the 
	~r. CONANT,~orked feverishly with hand pmnps to remove the water from .~kayak as the wind pushed them nuther and fmther from shore. .
	At some point the kayak guides acknowledged among themselves that pmnpu~the-ayak was not happenu1g fast enough for the hypothennic client and they needed to justtow ~ayak with him i.i1side it to shore. As the guides were attempting to make the transition to a. towing ope~T's kayak rolled to the u1side for an tmknown reason and he fell from llis kayak in-between his kayak and--kayak. There is some speculation on whether CONANT may have hit Ii.is head on one of the boats as he fell in between them, however no
	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) .
	LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO) .
	involved could confinn or deny this for sure. Eve1yone involved did state that CONANT immediately came back up from 
	m1der the water after falling in, but for some reason did not attempt to get back into his kayak and instead just "bear hugged" 
	the u side down kayak. 
	Figure

	tated CONANT did not seem injured but more like he ~ing his breath. Both 
	Figure
	state t at ie appeared to be fine so they focused their attention on----escue and began to paddle in with 
	~1 tow. 
	~1 tow. 
	~1 tow. 
	tated that they had eve1y indication that CONANT was self-rescuing and still involved in the 

	rescue of the 
	rescue of the 
	act so much so that they were yelling for him to follow behind them and bring the hypothennic 

	bag for the client. 
	bag for the client. 


	were paddlin~oward shore they could now see mg out toward them to ~~lso could see that CONANT was not following them. would get--"1to shore and-hould go back for CONANT. 
	ecided that-

	As.ho~ter assist-in g discovers the water fille aya water where he is successful! shore -assisted by clothes and wanning him. saw-and CONANT. His sister, onto the lake. 
	-fated that as she paddled toward CONANT's last kt1o·wn location it was obvious he had been blown even further offshore but she knew where he was because she could hear him blowing his rescue whistle for help so she paddled in that direction. When~e enough to see CONANT he had stopped blowing the whistle and was now just floating motionless in th~er stated that CONANT was no longer holding onto his kayak, it was floating a distance away and still upside down.-stated that CONANT was still wearing his red per
	It was ~sedher personal c.elllakethe first call for help from ANY of the guides in the group. ~lilte multiple times to call ack at the OARS van in the Grant Marina parking area which 
	m 
	proved tmsuccessful. later stated when emg mterviewed that she was tmaware ofthe number to reach the National Park Service an 1 not kt1ow that dialing 911 from a cellphone would actually reach Yellowstone National Park Rangers so therefor she dialed her friend directly who happens to be a Yellowstone Ranger. This Ranger received her broken cellphone call and immediately aletted the Yellowstone National Park Dispatch Center who in tum dispatched rescue units to the scene. 
	-tated that when she found CONANT he was still conscious, but seemed very confused.-tated that ask him questions to assess his level ofalertness but he ke~inappropriately to her questions by repeatedly refereein to the "towrope" being wrapped around his legs.~tated she saw nothing wrapped arom1d 
	CONANT's also stated that she thought that CONANT sounded like he had "water in his lungs" when he i.1cted CONANT to hold onto her kayak as she attempted to paddle toward shore. Tived on scene alone in his tandem kayak to assist. stated that they attempted to load a still conscious CONANT into the empty seat of tandem kayak however CONANT was confused and lethargic at this point and was justnot providing enough 
	assistance witl1 the process for them to be successful. 
	assistance witl1 the process for them to be successful. 
	assistance witl1 the process for them to be successful. 
	fated they were able to hold onto CONANT betv.reen the 

	~edto paddle toward shore. 
	~edto paddle toward shore. 
	stimates that they had been paddling for 7 to 10 minutes when 

	~·ived on scene in 
	~·ived on scene in 
	to also assist in the rescue ofCONANT. 

	With three peo le now on scene. 
	With three peo le now on scene. 
	!tempted to get CONANT into the 


	empty seat in andem kayak however they were still tmsuccessfi l and instead were only able to lift CONANT on top o by lying CONANT inside the same seat as With their three kayaks together the group statted paddling toward shore once again. 
	Figure
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	them. .Upon an1val at .breathing, and emg le overt e top o t le groups kayaks. Rangers brought CONANT, .
	ocation Rangers in the rescue boat found CONANT unconscious. not 
	onboard the rescue boat, leaving their kayaks and equipment behind and immediately begin CPR on CONANT. (See supplemental repo1is from responding rangers for more detail) The NPS rescue boat responded back to the Grant Village Boat Dock were it was met ~l waiting rescue and medical personnel. See EMS reports for the subsequent medical treatment ofCONANT and-
	Additional On Scene Investigation statements were taken from all parties involved on scene at the time ofthe incident. with the exception o •ho was transported from the incident scene by ambulance to the Lake Clinic. ~as later interviewed by Ranger Bock at his hotel in Cody, WY the following day where he also provided a typed statement that he had prepared h.imself. Rescue units from the Lake District BoatPatrol were on scene at the time ofthe initial incident and perfonned a search ofthe West Thi.lmb water
	Ir-· · · . · 

	CONANT's two personal backpacks were secured by investigators from the OARS company van and later tumed over to the Teton Cotmty Coroner. 
	CONANT' s clothes, which were reported to be pants and a shut that he was wearing at the time ofthe incident were cut from his person by rescuers durii1g his me.dical treatment. Investigators wear tmable to locate them. It is believed that they were gathered with medical waste and trash from the ii1cident scene and mistakenly discarded. 
	Follow-Up Investigation A review ofYellowstone National Park records shows OARS commercial use authorization (CUA 13-120) ie, their pennit to do kayak (non-motorized boat) trips in Yellowstone is ii1 good standing. Additionally all four guides involved ii1 the incident have valid "guide cards" as required by the te1ms and conditions oftheir pe1mit. Nothing ii1 my investigation has revealed that any ofthe guides iiivolved ii1 the 'ii1cident had done anything to violate any ofthe tenns or conditions oftheir c
	Investigators took photographs ofall kayaks and equipment ii1volved in the incident as well as performed a basic visual ii1spection ofall the kayak's and equipment involved. Nothing out ofordina1y was fow1d. (See photologs) All equipment with the exception ofCONANT' s kayak and PFD were retw11ed to OARS management. CONANT's PFD and kayak remain ii1 evidence/storage at the Grant Ranger Station pending further direction from OSHA autho11ties. 
	Investigators conducted personal interviews wit~ut as 0~?1t had not conducted face to face interviews with anyone else involved in this incident. Multiple attempts to reach~or a follow-up personal ii1terview have proved wisuccessful. 
	Dw1.ng my investigation I consulted with agents from the National Park Se1vice Investigative Services Branch who stated thefr involvement in this investigation was not wa1rnnted at this time. 
	Nothii1g in my initial investigation ofthe incident would lead me to believe that alcohol and/or dmg use played any role in the events ofthis day. 
	Nothing in my investigation revealed any violation ofpark regulations in this incident. No citations were issued to anyone iiivolved. 
	Contributing Factors I Cause ofDeath As ofthe w11ting ofthe investigative repo1t the official cause ofCONANT' s death has yet to be detennined by the Teton County Coroner. For the contributing factors and cause ofdeath we will have to await the official repo1t from the Coroner's office. (See the Coroner's report for additional info1mation) Clitical supplemental attachments to this report Supplement repo1is from rescue boat operators 
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	Supplemental 
	Supplemental 

	Re ort: 
	Re ort: 


	Summary On 6/14/17 I responded to the report of persons in the water of Yellowstone Lake near the thermal area of the West Thumb Geyser Basin in Yellowstone National Park. I assisted peripherally with Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) of one victim and assisted US Park Ranger (USPR) F. Deluca with the subsequent investigation. As a result of the incident, one male was pronounced dead and one male was treated and released for hypothermia. Incident On 6/14/17 while restocking park service vessels at the Bri
	Figure
	still sitting in the aft deck of the park vessel and escorted him to a waiting park 
	ambulance with an ALS crew. .USPR Deluca assigned me to assist with the subsequent investigation. Through those witness .statements, oral statements and interviews, the following is what I learned to have occurred on .the afternoo~14, 2017. .According to-kayakguide for Oars, a group of three guides and nine clients .met at the Grant Marina for a kayak paddle out to the "Basin G-ers".
	located north of the 
	Grant Marina. -said the trip typically takes 3-3.5 hours. 
	Grant Marina. -said the trip typically takes 3-3.5 hours. 
	Grant Marina. -said the trip typically takes 3-3.5 hours. 
	aid the guides went 

	through all ~talksand procedures with the clients. The 
	through all ~talksand procedures with the clients. The 
	ree 
	ars 
	uides with the 

	group were-Timothy Conant and 
	group were-Timothy Conant and 
	another 


	Oars guide was waiting back at the marina and was in charge of food. I asked what specifically is covered in the safety and procedure talks, and -said they explain how to get in and out of the boats on shore, adjust the rudder foot pedals, weight distribution, how to use the paddles and when they hear a whistle blow; once means to get their attention and three times means for the group to head to shore. She continued saying 
	Figure
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	that they also size the personal floatation devices (PFDs) and make~are fit properly. 
	I asked if the clients are shown how to wet exit from their kayak and-aid no. I asked 
	if the clients are shown or talked through how to get back into their kayaks if they capsize and 
	-said no. I asked besides PFDs, what sort of safety devices are utilized or provided to the clients and guides. -said that each of the clients are provided a bilge pump which is strapped to the top decking of the kayak. Each of the guides are provided a paddle float, throw bag and whistle and that within the group there is a dry bag which contains a "Hypothermia bag" which the Lead Guide has attached to their kayak. ~tated she learned after the accident that there is an emergency phone contained in another 
	-tated each of the guides along with one client were in single occupancy kayaks and 
	~ining8 clients were in tandem kayaks for a total of 4 tandem kayaks. According to witness statement reports the group paddled out to the "Basin Geyer" without incident and~backtowards the Grant Marina when one of the clients, later identified a~capsized his kayak and went in the water. According tostatement, the wind was blowing right to left coming from shore and that he started to notice additional water in the bottom cockpit of his kayak. I asked-if he thought this was due to water dripping in from his
	~eteven though he sat in a seat somewhat elevated above the floor of the kayak. 
	-xplained that a gust of wind hit him and with the shift in water weight moving to the 
	left side of~he was unable to counter the weight shift and capsized to the left side of 
	his kayak. _.,oted that the constant wind coming from shore was blowing him farther 
	from shore. 
	According to all reports as closest to~hen he capsized and within minutes all 
	three guides were with Accordin to re orts the guides up-righted
	overturned kayak and according to there was still quit~ater 
	inside the kayak after it was up-righted. aid he w-s
	inside the kayak after it was up-righted. aid he w-s
	hel ed into back int~k 

	th uides tried to bilge the water out of the cockpit of 
	th uides tried to bilge the water out of the cockpit of 
	th uides tried to bilge the water out of the cockpit of 
	ayak. 
	Both -
	and 

	said that very shortly after starting to pump the wa er ou 
	said that very shortly after starting to pump the wa er ou 
	o
	·s ka ak, Cona-n's 
	ka ak 

	• pp er and Conant was in the water in between his kayak and 
	• pp er and Conant was in the water in between his kayak and 
	kayak. 


	stated very short~ershe remembers seeing Conant holding on o 1s overturne aya and according to-he remembered seeing Conant laying on top of his overturned ka ak. 
	Figure
	II indicated in their statements and interviews that trying to pump 
	re and they wer 
	re and they wer 
	re and they wer 
	· 
	s bilging the water. 

	both stated that 
	both stated that 
	tarted out towing-
	o shore 

	e sides of their kaya 
	e sides of their kaya 
	s. 
	a1 
	ght Con-araTreacrv' knew 

	how to ~kinto his kayak when they started towing 
	how to ~kinto his kayak when they started towing 
	o shore. 
	aid she 


	as e ung on o 
	the water out of kayak wasn't working and since the kayak wa-ridin too low in the ..~dditional water contin~meover the edge of the cockpit. aid it was ~ho suggested towing -o shore since the wind was continuing o low them 
	thought-had the same assumption since as they were starting to pa e away. .told Conant to bring the hypothermia bag, which was attached to Conant's kayak aft of the .cockpit on top of the decking. .According to the statements of clients .
	. hey observed Conant's kayak capsize and .
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	to shore. According to their statements not much progress was bein made as the guides and ~ontinued to get blown farther from shore. Both who were in tandem ka ak addled out to assist tated she remembered she disengaged her kayak from said she was surprised how far Conant 
	o shore near the West Thu-b
	Ge ser Basin. 
	oming toward her an nd started paddling back to Conant. a n ed in what seemed a very short amount of time as Conant was now 25-50 yds away from her. 
	Once on shore, both 
	Once on shore, both 
	Once on shore, both 
	i 
	they worked together to get 
	ut of his 

	wet clothes and start warming him up. 
	wet clothes and start warming him up. 
	aid he took the tandem l<ay-anaaddled 

	back out to assist-
	back out to assist-
	and Conant. 
	aid that after making sure 
	as in 

	as many dry clothes as possible, she to 
	as many dry clothes as possible, she to 
	single person kayak back ou 
	in o 
	e water 

	to try and hel 
	to try and hel 
	her brother and Conant. 
	re-iterates the same but says she stayed her 


	client to make sure he was ok. 
	Figure
	a1 w en s e got closer to Conant, Conant was no longer holding onto his kayak but 
	was 5-10 ft away she estimated. -stated that Conant talked of a throw bag that was wrapped around his leg but she did not see any evidence of it. ~aid she told Conant to hold onto the back of her kayak so she could start towing hi~. Instead, Conant held on~eof her kayak but moved around her kayak by shuffling his hands along the edges. -said she was with Conant approximately 7-10 minutes before the next person arrived. 
	Figure
	aid that it was during this time that she used her personal phone to call for help. aid she first tried calling-o call for additional help but wasn't able to connect. aid she then called her significant other, USPR J. Dunning, who was off duty at the 
	time and she knew would be home. ~tated she saw that her phone was at about 10% 
	battery life prior to calling. -aid she made contact with USPR Dunning and told him to 
	send help and that they hadj)eOpie'in the water. ~aid the call was scratchy since her 
	service provider is AT&T and Verizon tends to work better in that area. She also said the 
	batte~erphone went from 10% to 0% in about a minute and a half and was then 
	dead. ~aid after making contact with USPR Dunning, she started paddling towards 
	shore. 
	The time stamp according to USPR Dunning's cell phone log is 1741 hrs. The initial ~I 
	was 1 minute 52 seconds. The phone call records show USPR Dunning tried calling 
	back 3 times at 1743, 1744 and 1744 hrs then phoned~nePark Dispatch at 1745 hrs 
	to relay the information. According to USPR Dunning,~sked if National Park Service 
	could come help and there were 2 people in the water. USPR Dunning said th~call 
	became very scratchy early in the conversation and remembered hearing that-.Vas 
	near the geyser basin. USPR Dunning stated that Yellowstone Park Dispatch requested 
	additional information and he tried to call~ack but~went straight to 
	voicemail. Phone records show USPR Dunning tried re-co~multiple times 
	thereafter but was not able to make contact with her until he arrived on scene with me. 
	According to both when-arrived back with-Conant 
	was still responsive u s ugg1s . ey o state that together they tried to lift Conant out of 
	Figure

	the water into the empty seat of his tandem kayak but were unsuccessful. By the time 
	Figure

	arrived on see responsive according to both 
	With all three re able to lift Conant ou o e 
	wa er 1ntoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiikayak. · at as able to hold Conant against his 
	chest kee~of the water. sta e and -broke their kayak 
	paddles in half making them more like a canoe paddle and starte~toshore. Both 
	said they didn't make it very far with the waves and wind. They then used the paddles to wave 
	and blew their whistles to get the attention of the park service vessel now on the water. 
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	According to after and 
	Conant capsized and left to assist, she along with other daughter and ~nddaughter started paddling towards the Grant Marina to get additio~ ~said they were arriving at the Grant Marina when the park service vessel 
	was leaving. She said they gave the park rangers onboard additional directions to where the group was located. According to after the kayaks containing 
	_,eaded towards Grant Marina, they paddled back to the geyser basin to within shouting distance of bystanders on the boardwalk. They both state t~leto make contact with bystanders and to have them call 911 to get help. -tatethat they got be~rant Marina around 1830 hrs. Accordin the park service vessel located he and irst and quickly loaded them up. e rangers there was a still another perRe water and the park service vessel headed towards that. -aid he was placed in · vessel. All accounts state that once the
	Figure

	~tatedhe assisted park rangers with CPR on the ride back to Grant Marina where Conant was transferred from the park service vessel to the dock where CPR was continued. This ends my report of what occurred on the water of Yellowstone Lake near the West Thumb 
	Geyser Basin on June 14th, 2017. 
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	Report: 
	Report: 


	On 06/14/2017 at approximately 1758 Hrs, the Yellowstone Communications Center called Grant Patrol asking for a phone call. I called the Com Center and was notified that 7L37, Jason Dunning a Lake Ranger had called to notify them that his girlfriend ~ho is an OARS Kayak Guide), had called him, stating that she was on a kayak trip on Lake Yellowsto~the West Thumb Area and that they had a couple of kayaks capsize with people in the water. Cell phone reception wasn't very good and Ranger Dunning was unable to 
	The Grant Visitor Center called Grant Patrol by radio to notify us that a visitor had walked in and notified them that there were some stranded kayakers near the West Thumb Geyser Basin. 
	Ranger Chuvarsky who was in the area because of a previous incident drove to the West Thumb Geyser Basin to see if he could see anything from the board walk area. 
	Ranger Deluca took incident command while, Ranger Elliott and I responded to the West Thumb Geyser Basin Area by National Park Service Vessel Eagle, from the Grant Marina. Just outside of the Grant Marina in the area of the Grant Campground two blue tandem kayaks flagged us down by waving their arms and kayak paddles above their heads. They said they were part of an Oars Trip and that there were people in the water. I asked them where at, and they said they were in the area of the Geyser Basin and they poin
	I observed another kayak paddling back towards the marina in the area of the Grant Campground I-Loop. The occupants didn't appear to be in distress and didn't try to flag us down. 
	On the shore south of the Geyser Basin (N 44 24.787, W 1134.034), Ranger Elli male Victim #1, who was an OARS Client, and a~emale later identified as 
	Figure
	an OARS Kayak Guide, flagging us down. 
	Victim #1 was sitting visibly shivering on shore wearing a down jacket, a shirt on his lap, and a dry bag over his feet. The rest of his clothes and his shoes were lying next to him in a pile on the shore line. 
	~as behind the male sup~him in the seated position and was rubbing his arms and back vigorously attempting to keep him warm. At this time~as wearing at-shirt, long pants, and baseball cap.-had given her jacket and button up shirt to Victim #1 removing his wet clothes and placing his feet into a dry bag attempting to warm him up. 
	fine. 
	I asked them if there was anyone else in the water and how many others were there -tated that there was at least one other person in the water that had capsized and that there was a group still out on the water. 
	I assisted llmand Victim #1 back to the boat, which wasn't able to come completely to shore due to how shallow the water was. Aher getting both individuals on board, getting them wrapped up in sleeping bags, and making sure they were ok, we headed back out on to the water to a group of blue kayaks approximately a quarter mile off shore. 
	Upon arrival I observed 4 kayaks grouped together with 3 individuals seated in the kayaks and one individual a white male Victim #2, who was an OARS Kayak Guide, lying across a kayak unresponsive. He was wearing a red life jacket, brown pants, 
	I asked Victim #1 if he had any medical issues or if there was an He stated that other than being wet and cold he was 
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	and a black shirt Ill~ complexion was pale and purple, his lips were purple, he had.ired mark on his chin, and his pupils were dilated~ho was on scene told Ranger EJliott and I that Victim #2 had been in the water for20-30 minutes and was unre'>pons1ve. With the assistance ofthe kayakers, Ranger Elliott and I brought the 1ndiv1dual on board the Eagle. Al this time we removed the life jacket and shirt attaching the AED which advised no shock. I then called CPR in progress and requested a Medrlight. Ranger El
	Back at the manna Iass1 ted other Rangers with plaring the individual on the dock for a larger working area to better assist with CPR. Rangers Elliott, Chuvarsky, and Derene worked on the Al5 side or the incident while I supported the airway and performed re~cue breclthes via Bag Valve Mask. Rangers Brearley, Goins, Suarez, Niederhardt, and others performed rotations on chest compressions. Once the Flight Medics arrived I assisted with loading the 1nd1vidual onto a back board and gurney before transfemng hi
	After the c1mbulance cleared the scene heading to the heli-spot, I assisted Rangers Derene and Bock with taking witness statements and Identifying guides and clients. 
	I assisted two National Park Service Maintenance Personnel, Sazima and Stoor la with placlng the kayaks, life jackets, pumps, and koyak p;:iddles lnlo the Maintenance Stake Bed truck before securing them in the Berger Barn. 
	Victim II l Wil!t lrc1nspor led to the Lake Oinic by ambulance. 
	UNITED STATES OEPAR1'MENT OF THE INTERIOR NATIONAL PARJ) SERVICE SUPPLEMENTARY CASE /lNCJDENT RECORD 
	OR.GANJZATION (PARK) NAME 
	Yellowstone National Park 
	LOCATION OF INCID.ENT 
	Yellowstone Lake near West Thumb Geyser Basin 
	NATURE OFJNCIDENT 
	Search and Rescue 
	COMPLAINANT'S NAME 
	I
	COMPLAINANl"S ADDRESS 
	CASE/INCIDENT NUMBER CFS: Y061417-60 
	DATE OF INCID.ENT 
	06/14/2017 
	At approximately 18:00 hrs., I received a phone call from Ranger fake Poley requesting my assistance as the boat operator. He told me that he had received a call from Yellowstone Communication Center stating that there was a report of 2 capsized kayaks and 2 people in the water. The information was nonspecific as to exact location of the incident, but they lhought it was near West Thumb Geyser Basin. 
	At 18:10 hrs Ranger Poley and I responded in a Park Service patrol boat in the direction of West Thumb Basin. At 18:15 hrs., approximately in front of the Grant Campground, a group of two tandem kayaks signaled to us they needed assistance. We stopped and spoke lo the group who told us there were members of lheir group who needed help in the direction of the Geyser Basin. Further information from The Yellowstone Communication center then indicated that new reports suggested one of the parties in distress wa
	As Ranger Poley was assessing the two individuals on shore, l could see what appeared to be several blue kayaks, grouped together, floating approximately one-quarter mile off shore. Witl1 binoculars, it did appear to be 2-3 kayaks rafted together. The individuals on the kayaks made no attempt to attract our attention. They did not signal nor wave their paddles. They were not actively paddling. They appeared to be just sitting in their boats. As soon as the first party was loaded aboard, we responded to the 
	We quickly transferred the victim onto the patrol boat. After applying an AED and begim1ing Basic Life Support, we left the scene and proceeded directly to Grant Marina to meet the awaiting ambulance. 
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	FORM 10-344 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR NATIONAL PARK SERVICE SUPPLEMENTAL CASE/INCIDENT RECORD 
	ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK NAME) Yellowstone National Park LOCATION OF INCIDENT Yellowstone Lake, West Thumb, Grant NATURE OF INCIDENT Coroner's Report COMPLAINANT'S NAME Ti-yan CONANT SS# DOB: 07/26/1993 DOD: 06/ 14/ 2017 CASE INCIDENT NUMBER NP17079324 DATE OF INCIDENT 06/14/ 2017 Salt Lake City, UT 84102 
	Summary of Incident: 
	On 06/14/2017, Yellowstone Rangers responded with multiple rescue boats and ground units to reports of a commercial kayak group in trouble, with people in the water off West Thumb Geyser Basin. The first arriving rescue boat discovered one victim already on shore (rescued by guides/clients) and soon located a second victim still in the water approximately a quarter mile off shore. Rangers brought the second victim aboard their rescue boat and began CPR. The patient was returned to the boat ramp where resusc
	Timothy Hayden Ryan CONANT's Manner of Death was recorded as drowning as a result of cold water submersion and cardiac arrest. CONANT's death certificate, 2017-002209, was recorded by Wyoming Vital Statistics on July 17, 2017. 
	Incident Investigation and Response: On June 14, 2017, the OARS kayak group launched from the Grant Marina beach and paddled along the shore toward the West Thumb Geyser Basin on a half day trip. The guides and clients were configured in kayaks as follows: 
	Clients Clients Clients 
	The group was paddling back to the Grant Marina when the incident occurred. The group was paddling approxim~wenty-five yards off shore: CONANT and ~ere paddling up front with a roup of faster 
	paddlers.~as in the rear ofthe group paddling with the slower paddlers when and fell from his kayak into the water. 
	paddlers.~as in the rear ofthe group paddling with the slower paddlers when and fell from his kayak into the water. 
	paddlers.~as in the rear ofthe group paddling with the slower paddlers when and fell from his kayak into the water. 
	ipped over 

	-immediately called for assistance from the other two guides who responded to water. The other clients were directed to paddle toward shore. CONANT and ~ayak and assist..n getting~ack into his water filled kayak. 
	-immediately called for assistance from the other two guides who responded to water. The other clients were directed to paddle toward shore. CONANT and ~ayak and assist..n getting~ack into his water filled kayak. 
	location in the e to upright as seated in his 


	kaya~s were that he was showing signs of hypothermia. The guides attempted to remove the water from--kayak; however, decided this was not effective and transitioned their rescue efforts to a towing effort. During this time, it was reported that CONANT's kayak rolled to the inside and he fell from his kayak into the water. Everyone involved did state that CONANT immediately came back up from under the water after 
	FORM 10-344 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR .NATIONAL PARK SERVICE .SUPPLEMENTAL CASE/INCIDENT RECORD .
	falling in, but for some reason did not attempt to get back into his kayak and instead just "bear hugged" the upside down ka ak. tated CONANT did not seem injured. 
	o they focused their attention on-escue and began to paddle in with in tow. 
	ere paddling-oward shore they could now see .addling out toward them. -he also realized at this~t CONANT was not following t hem. .It was decided that~ould get nto shore and~ould go back for CONANT. .
	rrived on scene with ml:o assist ack to shore. -gain ends up bac-ter after ~ecomes to heavy and filled with water. s towed to shore by holding onto ayak and~ayak. 
	On shore began treating-or hypothermia by stripping his clothes and takes his kayak back out onto the water to assist-nd CONANT 
	-tated that as she paddled toward CONANT's last known location she could hear him blowing his rescue whistle. A-rrived near CONANT, he appeared unconscious, lying motionless in the water -no longer holding his kayak. He was still wearing his PFD, and she observed the OARS company hypothermia bag in the water nearby. 
	sed her personal cellphone to make the first call for help from ANY of the guides in the group. ttempted multiple times to call -back at the OARS van in the Grant Marina parking area which 
	proved unsuccessful. .-later stated when being interviewed that she was unaware of the number to reach the National Park .Service and did not know that dialing 911 from a cellphone would actually reach Yellowstone National Park .
	Rangers so therefor she dialed her friend directly who happens to be a Yellowstone Ranger. This Ranger received her broken cellphone call and immediately alerted the Yellowstone National Park Dispatch Center who in turn dispatched rescue units to the scene. 
	-tated that when she found CONANT he was still conscious, but seemed very confused.-tated that she tried to ask him questions to assess his level of alertness but he kept answe~opriately to her questions by repeatedly refereeing to the "towro e" being wrapped around his legs ....tated she saw nothing wrapped around CONANT's legs. lso stated that she thought that CONANT sounded like he had "water in his lungs" when he was talking repeatedly instructed CONANT to hold onto her kayak as she attempted to paddle 
	tated that they attempted to load a still conscious CONANT into the empty seat of 
	andem kayak however CONANT was confused and lethar ic at this point and was just not providing enough assistance with the process for them to be successful. tated they were able to hold onto CONANT between the boats and c~dle toward shore. stimates that they had been paddling for 7 to 10 minutes whe~rrived on scene in olo kayak to also assist in the rescue of CONANT. 
	With three peo ttempted to get CONANT into the empty seat in em kayak however they were still unsuccessful and instead were only able to lift CONANT on top of by lying CONANT inside the same seat as With their three kayaks together the group starte pa dling toward shore once again. 
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	At some point during paddling recalls seeing the NPS rescue boat approaching however she could tell the rescue boat could not see her group because her group was too far off shore. She could tell the boat was going toward stated that at this point CONANT was now unconscious and unresponsive. His eyes were rolled back in his head, and his chin was red. 
	Figure
	and her group onshore instead. 
	Figure
	stated that 
	Figure

	and herself were attempting to signal the rescue boat by waving their paddles in the air and yelling. 
	The NPS rescue boat spotted assessments of 
	and her group offshore and started to motor toward them, after completing 
	Figure

	breathing, and being held over the top of the group’s kayaks. Rangers brought CONANT, 
	Upon arrival at location Rangers in the rescue boat found CONANT unconscious, not 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure

	onboard the rescue boat, leaving their kayaks and equipment behind and immediately began CPR on 
	CONANT. (See supplemental reports from responding rangers for more detail) 
	The NPS rescue boat responded back to the Grant Village Boat Dock were it was met by additional waiting rescue and medical personnel. Air 3 had arrived on scene at Grant Village, and were transported down to the dock where the NPS rescue boat and responders were performing CPR on CONANT. At 19:20 hours, Air 3 Crew arrived on scene with the patient and assumed patient care. After receiving assessment both Air 3 and NPS EMS personnel continued resuscitation efforts, moved the patient into the ambulance and tr
	Deputy Coroner Matthew Chuvarsky and I viewed the body in the Ambulance Bay at the Grant Ranger Station. The resuscitation and rescue efforts were witnessed by multiple people, both raft guides and guests, who were able to positively identify the individual as Timothy CONANT. 
	Identification of the Decedent: 

	The facial and other physical characteristics of the individual matched the photo identification of the driver’s license belonging to Timothy CONANT. 
	The evening of June 14, into the morning of June 15, 2017; Deputy Coroner Matthew 
	Notification of Family: 

	Chuvarsky and I made several unsuccessful attempts to contact CONANT’s mother, 
	In addition, we 
	Figure

	searched for additional contact information for the family. The following morning, June 16, 2017, Deputy Coroner 
	Matthew Chuvarsky received a return phone call from 
	It was at this point that definitive notification was 
	Figure

	made with the mother. I received notification from Deputy Coroner Chuvarsky, and spoke with her later that afternoon. 
	I examined and photographed CONANT’s body at the Grant Ranger Station, beginning at approximately 23:27 hours on June 14, 2017. CONANT was covered in a blanket and strapped to a longboard, located in the Grant Ambulance Bay. Next to his body was a blue hat and sandals. 
	Examination of Body: 

	When I removed the blanket, CONANT was not wearing any clothing and was in a supine position. He still had the medical equipment from resuscitation efforts, and these were documented with photographs. I photographed the body and took notes of any possible injuries and medical treatment. Eyes were partially open, fixed and dilated. AED pads were left in place on the chest, and IO (interosseous) line remained in place on the left leg at the proximal tibia (approximately 2 finger breadths below the patella, an
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	body, on the longboard. . CONANT had a C‐collar in place, and the Endotrachial tube and NG tube that had been placed for an airway; there was a red mark located on his chin. 
	CONANT had multiple small, red bruises on both legs from his ankles up to his thighs. The skin on his upper chest, shoulders and neck were mottled. Lividity on his back. 
	Femoral blood, urine and vitreous fluid was taken and sent to the AXIS toxicology labs. The results indicated the following: 
	Toxicology: 

	Blood – Positive for cardiovascular agents, Amiodarone (resuscitation efforts). Urine – Positive for opiates; morphine.. Vitreous fluid – was inconclusive.. 
	Confirmed with AXIS laboratories that the positive result in urine and not blood samples is not unusual, and. inconclusive.. 
	: Timothy CONANT’s body was released to Valley Mortuary on June 15, 2017; and transported. to Jackson, Wyoming.. 
	Disposition of Body

	Multiple witness statements from OARS guides and members of the group. 
	Witness Statements: 

	Timothy CONANT’s Manner of Death was recorded as Drowning; contributing factors hypothermia. CONANT’s death certificate, 2017‐002209, was recorded by Wyoming Vital Statistics on July 17, 2017. 
	Cause and Manner of Death: 

	CONANT was a healthy, twenty three year old male, with no known medical conditions. 
	The decedent’s personal property was collected, photographed, documented and transferred with the body to Valley Mortuary. 
	Disposition of Property: 

	Involved Kayak Guide Information: 
	Involved Client Information: 
	Involved Client Information: 

	Figure
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	Figure
	Contacts: 
	Contacts: 

	Figure
	Frank DeLuca – Lead Investigator Address: PO Box 168, Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190 Phone: 307‐344‐2606 
	Email: Frank_DeLuca@nps.gov 

	Christine Farrar – Deputy Coroner Address: PO Box 168, Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190 Phone: 307‐344‐2146 Email: 
	Christine Farrar@nps.gov 
	Christine Farrar@nps.gov 


	Matthew Chuvarsky – Deputy Coroner Address: PO Box 168, Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190 Phone: 307‐344‐Email: 
	matthew chuvarsky@nps.gov 
	matthew chuvarsky@nps.gov 


	Ginger Townsend – Family Liaison Officer Assigned 
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	CFS NUMBER: Y061417-60  
	CFS NUMBER: Y061417-60  

	DATE/TIME: 06/14/17 17:58:37 INC CODE   CASE:  ADDRESS:   
	DATE/TIME: 06/14/17 17:58:37 INC CODE   CASE:  ADDRESS:   
	SEARCH AND RESCUE WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN  

	 PRI UNIT: 7S12 
	 PRI UNIT: 7S12 
	WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN  

	 DISPATCHER MDOWNING  ZONE: 
	 DISPATCHER MDOWNING  ZONE: 
	YELL

	TR
	   TETON 

	TR
	WY

	TR
	   GRANT3 

	FINAL DISP: RPT  
	FINAL DISP: RPT  
	5H16 6O11 7L12 7S10 7S14 7S31 

	7S32 7S35
	7S32 7S35

	TR
	   GRT1 

	COMMENTS: 
	COMMENTS: 

	 ARIELMILLS 
	 ARIELMILLS 
	01:50:24 

	5H16 HEADING BACK NORTH 
	5H16 HEADING BACK NORTH 

	 ARIELMILLS 
	 ARIELMILLS 
	02:16:10


	 7L12 BACK IN DISTRICT, OUT OF SERVICE ARIELMILLS 02:16:18  CFS STATUS CHANGED TO CMPL BY ARIELMILLS. MDOWNING  JASON SAYS HIS GIRLFRIEND PEOPLE IN WATER, KAYAKS, NEAR THERMAL AREA, NEAR MARINA, TOUR GROUP IS OARS, DAYTRIPS OUT OF GRANT VILLAGE  MDOWNING 18:00:32  RP ATTEMPTING TO TEXT GIRLFRIEND FOR MORE INFO, BETTER LOCATIN  JJACOBSON 18:00:54  PHIL IS ADVISED  JJACOBSON 18:01:25  7L37 HAS CALLED AND STATED HIS GIRLFRIEND IS ON A KAYAK TRIP ON THE LAKE AND SAW 2 CAPSIZED KAYAKS AND PEOPLE IN THE WATER  JJ
	18:02:03  C 7S14 WILL HAVE A LOOK W BINOS AT THE MARINA  MDOWNING   18:03:25 LOC CHANGED TO WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN AT 18:03  JJACOBSON 18:03:50  THERE IS ANOTHER CALL FROM THE VC WITH ANOTHER REPORT OF A KAYAK IN TROUBLE IN THE WATER BY WEST THUMB GEYSER JJACOBSON 18:08:37  GRANT VC SAID THERE ARE KAYAKS 'STUCK' IN THE LAKE JJACOBSON 18:08:54  THE EAGLE IS BACK ON THE WATER JJACOBSON  18:10:27 CONTACTED 7S35 TO LET HIM KNOW THAT THE OARS GROUP IS WHERE THE 
	Figure

	CALL TO JASON DUNNING CAME FROM 
	17:59:51 REPORTS 2 
	 JJACOBSON 18:11:16  BRIDGE BAY L UNITS ARE MONITORING IN CASE JJACOBSON  18:11:50 ON FOOT AT WEST THUMB GEYSER BASIN  JJACOBSON 18:12:49 11 BLUE CONTACTS, 9 KAYAKS, 2 GUIDES JJACOBSON 18:13:40  THE MAN WITH THE OARS VAN IN THE PARKING LOT KNOWS NOTHING OF THE CALL  JJACOBSON 18:14:08  TWO WERE IN THE WATER BY THE THERMAL AREA  JJACOBSON 18:15:56  7L12 - BLUE KAYAK IS IN THE BAY - 500 FT OFF SHORE - ARE WAVING 
	THEIR
	THEIR
	THEIR

	 OARS AS THOUGH THEY NEED HELP 
	 OARS AS THOUGH THEY NEED HELP 

	 JJACOBSON 
	 JJACOBSON 
	18:17:55 

	 IC IS 7S12 
	 IC IS 7S12 

	 JJACOBSON 
	 JJACOBSON 
	18:18:58 


	7S14 HAS MADE CONTACT WITH KAYAK AND PEOPLE  JJACOBSON 18:19:17  IC IS GOING BY GRANT COMMAND JJACOBSON 18:28:15  ONE BLS PATIENT  JJACOBSON 18:28:40 HE WAS IN THE WATER FOR APPROXIMATELY 30 MINUTES JJACOBSON 18:29:11  7S32 IS ASKED TO GO GET BLANKETS, HOT PACKS, FROM THE CACHE  ARIELMILLS 18:29:20  WAS A 911 CALL-THE RP WAS TOLD TO CALL FROM THE TOUR COMPANY-DOES NOT SEE THE PPL IN THE WATER--NO NEW INFORMATION  JJACOBSON 18:29:57  STANDING BY FOR REPORT FROM ONSCENE RANGER THAT IS MAKING CONTACT WITH  KAY
	 CALL TYPE CHANGED FROM UNCODED TO SAR AT 18:36.
	 LDOOLEY 
	 LDOOLEY 
	 LDOOLEY 
	18:37:11 

	 AIR3 LAUNCHED 
	 AIR3 LAUNCHED 

	 JJACOBSON 
	 JJACOBSON 
	18:40:51 

	PAGE GRANT FIRE AND HAVE F33 
	PAGE GRANT FIRE AND HAVE F33 

	 JJACOBSON 
	 JJACOBSON 
	18:41:51 

	 CORRECTION G33 
	 CORRECTION G33 

	 JJACOBSON 
	 JJACOBSON 
	18:42:31 


	 HAVE G33 GO TO HELIPAD AND SET UP THE LANDING ZONE
	 JJACOBSON  18:42:40. CONFIRMED THE HELIPAD AND NOT THE MARINA. LDOOLEY 18:44:12 .
	7L15 WARWOOD 10/8 4 ON TO WEST THUMB  LDOOLEY 18:45:01 ALS IS WORKING CODE STILL REQ LIFEFLIGHT
	 LDOOLEY 
	 AIRMETH DIS 20 MIN ETA  LDOOLEY 
	 G33 ADVISED IS GROUND CONTACT  LDOOLEY 
	 L37 AND L11 ON SCENE  LDOOLEY 
	 AIR3 INBOUND LDOOLEY 
	LAKE 1 ON SCENE LDOOLEY 
	 3L50 W/2 ON SILVERTIP ENRT  LDOOLEY 
	 L10 - WARWOOD ON SCENE  LDOOLEY 
	 AIR3 ON GROUND LDOOLEY 
	18:49:59 
	18:50:15 
	18:52:14
	18:54:27 
	18:58:48 
	19:01:19 
	19:06:54 
	19:10:02 
	19:11:53 
	 L10 OUT WITH 4 EMPTY KAYAKS BLUE AND 1 PURPLE LDOOLEY 19:15:07  ADV 1 PER BOAT 11 BOATS TOTAL JODY DOUBLE CHECKING WITH COMPANY  LDOOLEY 19:19:04  44 25.184 X 110 32.947 IS CURRENT LOC FOR WARWOOD, BOATS WERE WITHIN 1/4 TO 1/2 MILE RADIUS.  LDOOLEY 19:19:56  LAKE 1 ENRT TO LAKE CLINIC WITH 1, 4L20, 4L64 AND ADDITIONAL
	 LDOOLEY 19:21:49 
	 7L10 LEAVING BOATS STARTING ZIG ZAG WEST OF BOATS WORKING TOWARDS 
	GEYSER BASIN, CHECK IN IF IC WANTS BOATS/PERSONNEL
	 JJACOBSON 19:25:07 CALLED OARS AND THERE IS NO ANSWER - LOOKING FOR TOTAL OF CUSTOMERS  LDOOLEY 19:25:13  COMMAND ALL CLIENTS AND GUIDES ARE ACCOUNTED FOR. MISSING BOATS, 
	 DOUBLE KAYAK AND 4 SINGLE. COMPANY IS SAYING ALL ACCOUNTED FOR.
	 LDOOLEY 19:25:25 
	 L10 ADVISED, WILL START PICKING GEAR
	 LDOOLEY 19:26:00 
	 COMMAND - FLIGHT CREW AT MARINA, ALS AND FLIGHT CREW WORKING PT, MOVING PT TO AIR3  ARIELMILLS 19:28:40  GRT 1 EN RT TO HELISPOT WITH 1 ARIELMILLS 19:31:14  GRT1 ARRIVING AT THE HELISPOT  ARIELMILLS 19:32:06  7S10 I/S EN RT TO GRANT  LDOOLEY 19:45:28 L10 4 KAYAKS, 1 TANDEM AND HEADED TO BOAT LAUNCH ARIELMILLS 
	19:45:46  LAST OF IS THE ONE OF THE GUIDES//7S14 WILL BE OUT WITH THE GUIDES AT GRANT MARINA DOCK
	Figure

	 LDOOLEY  19:48:10
	 LAKE1 AT LAKE CLINIC 
	 SLMOREY 19:52:56 
	 7S31 @ HELI SPOT WITH FLIGHT CREW AND 7S35, 7S36, 7L12
	 LDOOLEY 19:59:32 
	 CALLED AT 1946 PER CHUVARSKY TO COMMAND, REQ DEP CORONER
	 LDOOLEY 20:06:08 
	 LAKE1 CLEAR OF CLINIC AVAIL IN DISTRICT
	 ARIELMILLS 20:11:37 
	 5H16 IS AVIAL TO RESPOND AS SECOND DEPUTY
	 LDOOLEY
	 LDOOLEY
	 LDOOLEY
	  20:19:16

	 AIR3 OFF GV TO WEST
	 AIR3 OFF GV TO WEST

	 LDOOLEY 
	 LDOOLEY 
	20:21:27 

	 L10 - WARWOOD CLEAR OF GV ENRT BB 
	 L10 - WARWOOD CLEAR OF GV ENRT BB 

	 LDOOLEY 
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	3L50 CLEAR ENRT BACK TO BB 
	3L50 CLEAR ENRT BACK TO BB 

	 LDOOLEY 
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	AIR3 CLEAR OF PARK 
	AIR3 CLEAR OF PARK 

	 MDOWNING 
	 MDOWNING 
	20:39:38 

	 KAELYN NOTIFIED
	 KAELYN NOTIFIED

	 ARIELMILLS 
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	20:39:47 


	 6O11 BEEN RELEASED FROM THE INCIDENT.
	 ARIELMILLS 
	 ARIELMILLS 
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	20:42:31 

	 CODE 4 
	 CODE 4 
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	7S36 AND 7S37 CLR OF GRANT MARNIA 
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	 MDOWNING 
	21:11:41 

	 5H16 APPROACHING TOWER JCT 
	 5H16 APPROACHING TOWER JCT 
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	  21:25:03


	 7S14-ALL SAR ITEMS ARE SECURED IN THE BARN.
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	 7S12 WILL BE PRIMARY 
	 7S12 WILL BE PRIMARY 

	 MDOWNING 
	 MDOWNING 
	21:44:57 

	 5H16 CANYON JCT
	 5H16 CANYON JCT

	 ARIELMILLS 
	 ARIELMILLS 
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	 5H16 IS ARRIVING AT GRANT VILLAGE
	 5H16 IS ARRIVING AT GRANT VILLAGE

	 ARIELMILLS 
	 ARIELMILLS 
	23:16:18 

	 7S14- 3L50 IS ON SCENE 
	 7S14- 3L50 IS ON SCENE 

	 ARIELMILLS 
	 ARIELMILLS 
	23:16:43 

	 DISREGARD LAST
	 DISREGARD LAST

	 ARIELMILLS 
	 ARIELMILLS 
	23:18:15 

	 GUIDES JUST LEFT THE AREA 
	 GUIDES JUST LEFT THE AREA 

	 ARIELMILLS 
	 ARIELMILLS 
	23:20:36 


	 THE KAYAKS WERE CONFISICATED AND TAKEN TO THE BARN 
	UNIT 
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	5H16
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	PHOTO # 1 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows solo kayak #6 involved in incident possibly used by OARS guide or client. Exact user unknown. 
	PHOTO # 1 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows solo kayak #6 involved in incident possibly used by OARS guide or client. Exact user unknown. 
	PHOTO # 2 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows solo kayak #7 involved in incident possibly used by OARS guide or client. Exact user unknown. Also found in this kayak was a paddle float and hand pump which would lead investigators to believe a OARS guide was using this kayak. 
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	PHOTO # 3 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows solo kayak #11 involved in incident possibly used by OARS guide or client. Exact user unknown. 
	PHOTO # 3 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows solo kayak #11 involved in incident possibly used by OARS guide or client. Exact user unknown. 
	PHOTO # 4 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows tandem kayak #1 involved in incident which was being used by clients. Exact users unknown. This kayak was found with a hand pump attached. 

	PHOTO # 5 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows tandem kayak #2 involved in incident which was being used by clients. Exact users unknown. 
	PHOTO # 5 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows tandem kayak #2 involved in incident which was being used by clients. Exact users unknown. 
	PHOTO # 6 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows tandem kayak #8 involved in incident which was being used by clients. Exact users unknown. Also found inside kayak were two bottles of water and a second hand pump. 
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	Case Photo Log 
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	6/15/2017 
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	PHOTO # 1 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows tandem kayak #14 involved in incident which was being used by clients. Exact users unknown. Photo also shows hand pump found attached to kayak. 
	PHOTO # 1 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows tandem kayak #14 involved in incident which was being used by clients. Exact users unknown. Photo also shows hand pump found attached to kayak. 
	PHOTO # 2 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows six of the seven paddles found onscene after the incident. No other paddles were recovered. Based on the people involved there should have been at least twelve paddles recovered. 
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	PHOTO # 3 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows seven of the person flotation devices being used that day. It is unknown which guides or clients were wear which PFD’s at the time of the incident. 
	PHOTO # 3 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows seven of the person flotation devices being used that day. It is unknown which guides or clients were wear which PFD’s at the time of the incident. 
	PHOTO # 4 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows four of the person flotation devices being used that day. It is unknown which guides or clients were wear which PFD’s at the time of the incident. Photo also shows an additional paddle. 

	PHOTO # 5 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows a random hand pump found on the scene, unknown what kayak it came from and also one of two throw bags that were being used as “towropes” at the time of the incident. 
	PHOTO # 5 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows a random hand pump found on the scene, unknown what kayak it came from and also one of two throw bags that were being used as “towropes” at the time of the incident. 
	PHOTO # 6 DESCRIPTION: Photo shows OARS company first aid kit found onscene, unknown what kayak it came from and also one of two throw bags that were being used as “towropes” at the time of the incident. 
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	PHOTO # 1 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of kayak believed to be used by CONANT at the time of his death. Recovered multiple days later floating on Lake. 
	PHOTO # 1 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of kayak believed to be used by CONANT at the time of his death. Recovered multiple days later floating on Lake. 
	PHOTO # 2 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of kayak believed to be used by CONANT at the time of his death. Recovered multiple days later floating on Lake. 
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	PHOTO # 3 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of kayak believed to be used by CONANT at the time of his death. Recovered multiple days later floating on Lake. 
	PHOTO # 3 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of kayak believed to be used by CONANT at the time of his death. Recovered multiple days later floating on Lake. 
	PHOTO # 4 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of kayak believed to be used by CONANT at the time of his death. Recovered multiple days later floating on Lake. 

	PHOTO # 5 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of kayak believed to be used by CONANT at the time of his death. Recovered multiple days later floating on Lake. 
	PHOTO # 5 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of kayak believed to be used by CONANT at the time of his death. Recovered multiple days later floating on Lake. 
	PHOTO # 6 DESCRIPTION: 
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	PHOTOS TAKEN BY: Ranger DeLuca 
	Case Photo Log 
	DATE OF PHOTO: 
	6/15/2017 
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	PHOTO # 1 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of front of CONANT’s personal flotation device. Photo also shows wear rescuers cut right shoulder strap of PFD to remove device from CONANT during rescue. 
	PHOTO # 1 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of front of CONANT’s personal flotation device. Photo also shows wear rescuers cut right shoulder strap of PFD to remove device from CONANT during rescue. 
	PHOTO # 2 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of front of CONANT’s personal flotation device. Photo also shows front gear pocket and items inside. 
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	PHOTO # 3 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of front of CONANT’s personal flotation device. Photo also shows front gear pocket and items inside. Photo also shows rescue signal whistle CONANT MAY have been using to signal rescuers. 
	PHOTO # 3 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of front of CONANT’s personal flotation device. Photo also shows front gear pocket and items inside. Photo also shows rescue signal whistle CONANT MAY have been using to signal rescuers. 
	PHOTO # 4 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of rear CONANT’s personal flotation device. 

	PHOTO # 5 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of inside of CONANT’s personal flotation device. 
	PHOTO # 5 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of inside of CONANT’s personal flotation device. 
	PHOTO # 6 DESCRIPTION: Photo is of inside of CONANT’s personal flotation device. 
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	DESCRIPTION: Photo ofTimothy Conant (center), paddling while on the trip to the West Thumb Geyser Basin. Photo taken by client on the trip 
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	DESCRIPTION: Photo ofTimothy Conant (left) kayaking on Yellowstone Lake prior to incident. Note: large white dry bag labeled "25" where hypothermia bag was said to be stored. 
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	Statement regarding the events of 14Jun 17, approximately 1530-1600 on Lake Yellowstone. The 
	three O.A.R.S guides were Tim (lead). his document created 15 Jun 17. 
	My family and I began a Kayak tour from the Grant Village boat ramp about 1430. Everything was fine 
	on the outbound leg of the 4 to 5-mile event to the West Thumb Geyser Basin. Sometime after 1646 
	(local-based on the date-time stamp on the last photo my wife took of me in the kayak) on the return 
	leg of the trip (bank to the right), with wind from the shore, my single person kayak capsized to the left. 
	Leading up to that point, I had not encountered significant difficulty maneuvering the kayak, the wind 
	blowing from the shore kept pushing me farther out. I had noticed what I believed to excess water in 
	the kayak, but somewhat assumed it was largely from paddling-but suspected was more than that. I 
	used right rudder to turn toward the shore and the group. Turning, with the accumulation of water 
	shifting more to the left side of the kayak (I assume), and a gust of wind from the shore (right) 
	sufficiently changed my center of gravity for the left side ofthe kayak to dip into the water and capsize. 
	After a few minutes in the water, the female guides arrived first, followed by Tim as he was at the front 
	of the group and I was at the end. All three righted the kayak, helped me back into it and began 
	pumping. The pumping was not evacuating sufficient water and one ofthe guides said the water was 
	coming in behind me. Their crosstalk focused on the need to get me to shore soonest. About this time, 
	Tim's kayak dipped to the right (he was on my left, the females to my right) and he capsized. I believe 
	he wound up sitting on the upturned kayak. The females -left, --ight) began towing me 
	in the submerged kayak (tied off to ayak -not sure how t may have been tied t~ 
	kayak). Shortly-a few minutes perhaps, aid we needed to jettison my kayak (too much drag) 
	and they would tow me to shore with botti paddling and me I the middle holding on to both of their 
	kayaks. 
	Duringour trip to shore,~ailed Tim at least two times, maybe more, about the hypothermia bag and getting it to us. I don't recall him responding (could not see him), but had the impression he might not be paddling to shore on behind us. I think, but cannot remember fully, that he may have been sitting on his capsized kayak. 
	They kept me talking and~sked me to kick. I had been and told her so. No estimate of how long 
	it took them to get to shore-they were both paddling very aggressively against a headwind. Reaching 
	within feet of the shore, I stood up, walked on and sat down in the trees within 5 or so feet of the water. 
	As soon as~asout of her kayak, she helped me up and led me to a sunny spot about 8 -10 feet 
	away in the direction ofthe West Thumb Geyser Basin. She directed -to return to Tim and 
	assist. A young male and female (brother and sister) team beached about that time and the sister 
	(NFl-see ranger reports from the dock) assisted -n getting me out of my wet clothes, into -acket and shirt (the shirt wrapped around my hips). The brother left about the time we 
	started-I learned later both were certified lifeguards-to head to Tim's kayak ... the sister wanted to go 
	to Tim as well and too~ayak. 
	Back to my location on shore .. ~orked hard to warm me, despite being somewhat wet herself I believe from the waist down, possibly just knees down, and having given me her flannel shirt (extra) and jacket. She kept rubbing me and wrapped her arms around me using her body heat to attempt to warm my core temp as much as possible. She kept me talking and after a bit I asked about a Park Service boat ... realizing someone from our party would have to contact them. Not sure of the time the Park Service 
	Back to my location on shore .. ~orked hard to warm me, despite being somewhat wet herself I believe from the waist down, possibly just knees down, and having given me her flannel shirt (extra) and jacket. She kept rubbing me and wrapped her arms around me using her body heat to attempt to warm my core temp as much as possible. She kept me talking and after a bit I asked about a Park Service boat ... realizing someone from our party would have to contact them. Not sure of the time the Park Service 
	boat arrived, one ofthe rangers (not the helmsman-ranger 1) and~elped me to the boat. Shortly after I arrived at the boat the second ranger {helmsman-ranger 2) finished his radio updates bas~information about Tim having capsized and still off shore with his kayak. Both rangers and~d together to loaded me up and immediately headed out to Tim's location. I was placed in a hypothermia bag as the boat raced out. It might have taken a minute to reach the group with Tim -ith the brother and sister, to the best of

	I remained in the boat, in the bag and as out of the way as best I could. After maybe S -10 minutes an ambulance arrived and I was helped out ofthe boat and into it. The EMT and on LE ranger were with me on the ride to the clinic-they have their notes on what they did and I have only my side. 
	Arrived at the clinic ... they took care ofme and released me. See their notes/reports. 
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	rio·o.oo 
	-
	An~Q~i.ii

	\., •. • • • • '• " l . \"~ •.• ··";.. .... .... • • • • ' f ". '. •, ,,,_ "~ ,· 
	•• 

	Other Fee (Facility Use Fee, Gate Access or Other): D Rerjuffcd · ed ·Ainoun~.'.:.~_____
	'ONot Reqitii·:· · 
	7. .Jnsurance: .::. 
	:::

	Liability: 183Required ONot Required Coverage Amount ssrib.OOO per occurrence .Auto: ~Required ONot Required Coverage Amount ':-:.as required for seryjce type .Boat: D Required f.81 J'o.l.ot.Required. Coverage Amo1:1pt._·____ _ _ .Airplane: DRequired ®Not Re9uir~~.;".\ "~oy_erage A.'!~~.uiit_ ____ _ .
	··

	lSSUANCE of tbts authorization Is subject to Jh~ cond~UoQs· be.hn·v. Tlfo''lindersigned hereby accepts this authorization subject to the terms, covenants, obllgat!ons, ~na r~sery~tioii~;··expressed or implied herein. 
	8. .SIGNATURES 


	(jj~C~,:l~;e$:ckf\t.
	(jj~C~,:l~;e$:ckf\t.
	Authorization Holder: 
	S1 re ~-~itle .
	'"'-1~ /1~

	D e 
	11-.,U'\--~·~ 
	Authorizing NPS Official: GEORGE HELFRICH ~~~:~~:s,:,, Chief, Concessions Management Signature Title Date 
	Authorizing NPS Official: .(additional ifrequired ) SignalUle Tille Date .
	1

	CONDITIONS OF THIS AUTHORIZATION 
	I. .The holder is prohibited from knowingly giving false information. To do so will be considered a breach of conditions and be grounds for revocation: [RE: 36 CFR 2.32(a) (3)]. 
	2. .
	2. .
	2. .
	The holder shall exercise this privilege subject to the supervision ofthe park area Superintendent. The holder shall comply with all applicable laws and regulations ofthe area and terms and conditions ofthe authorization. The holder must acquire all permits or licenses ofState or local government, as applicable, necessary to provide the services described above, and, must operate in compliance with all applicable Federal, State, and local laws and regulations, including, without limitation, all applicable p

	3. .
	3. .
	This authorization is issued upon the express condition that the United States, its agents and employees shall be free from all liabilities and claims for damages and/or suits for or by reason ofany injury, injuries, or death to any person or persons .or property ofany kind whatsoever, whether to the person or property ofthe (holder), its agents or employees, or third parties, from any cause or causes whatsoever while in or upon said premises or any part thereof during the ttenu ofthis authorization or occa

	4. .
	4. .
	Holder agnees to carry general liability insurance against claims occasioned by the action or omissions ofthe holder, its agents and employees in carrying out activities and operations under this authorization. The policy shall be at least $and naming the United States ofAmerica as additional insured. Holder agrees to have on file with the park copies ofthe above insurance with the proper endorsements. 
	500,000.00 


	5. .
	5. .
	Costs incu1Ted by the park as a result ofaccepting and processing the application and managing and monitoring the authorization activity will be reimbursed by the holder. Administrative costs and estimated costs for activities onsite must be paid when the authorization is approved. Ifany additional costs are incurred by the park, the holder will be billed at the conclusion ofthe authorization. 

	6. .
	6. .
	Benefit -Neither Members of, nor Delegates to Congress, or Resident Commissioners shall be adm.itte.d to any share or part oftlhis authorization or derive, either directly or indirectly, any pecuniary benefit to arise therefrom: Provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to exrend to any incorporated company, ifthe authorization be for the benefit ofsuch corporation. 

	7. .
	7. .
	This autho:riz.ation may not be transferred or assigned without the written consent of the park area Superintendent. 

	8. .
	8. .
	This authorization may be terminated upon breach ofany ofthe conditions herein or at the discretion ofthe park area Superintendent. 

	9. .
	9. .
	The holder is not entitled 10 any preference to renewal ofthis authorization except to the extent otherwise expressly provided by law. This authorization is not exclusive and is not a concession contract. 


	I0. .The holder shall not construct any structures, fixtures or improvements in the park area. The holder shall not engage in any groundbreaking activities without the express, written approval ofthe park area Superintendent. 
	11 . The holder is to provide the park area Superintendent upon request (and, in any event, immediately after expiration ofthis authorization) a statement of its gross receipts from its activities under this authorization and any other specific information related to the holder's operations that the park area Superintendent may request, including but not Jimitedl to, visitor use statistics, and resource impact assessments. 
	12. The holder is to maintain an accounting system under which its accounts can be readily identified within its system ofaccounts classification. This accounting system must be capable ofproviding the information required by this 
	authorization. The holder grants the United States of America and the Government Accountability Office access to 
	its books and records at any time for the purpose ofdetermining compliance with the terms and conditions of this 
	authorization. 
	13. .Executive Order 13658 -Establishing a Minimum Wage for Contractors, and its implementing regulations, including the applicable contract clause, are incorporated by reference into this contract as iffully set forth in this feclcralreg1ster,gov a 2014-23533. 
	contracL The applicable contract clause is available at htrps: 
	1

	APPENDIX .SPECIAL PARK CONDITIONS .Yellowstone-Specific conditions continue below: .
	1. .
	1. .
	1. .
	Damages -The holder will leave the area(s) authorized for use under this permit in substantially the same condition as it was prior to the activities authorized herein and shall pay the United States for any damage resulting from thjs use which would not reasonably be inherent in the authorized use. 

	2. .
	2. .
	The holder will not advertise, solicit business, collect any fees, or sell any goods or services on lands owned and controlled by the United States Government. Websites must include a statement that the holder is an authorized perrnittee of the National Park Service; brochures and rack cards are optional. CUA holders are not allowed to use the NPS arrowhead or Authorized Concessioner Mark, 

	3. .
	3. .
	The CUA holder is not allowed to use a form that asks clients to waive liability or indemnify their company. CUA holders may require an Acknowledgement of Risk. CUA holders are encouraged to use the NPS approved Acknowledgement of Risk Form, which will be provided electronically upon request. CUA holders may add a description of specific risks and dangers inherent to the particular authorized activities but may not modify the text. A current Acknowledgement of Risk form or statement that one is not used mus

	4. .
	4. .
	All incidents involving vehicle property damage or personal injury must be reported to park's Communication Dispatch by calling (307) 344-2640 or a park ranger as soon as possible or within 24 hours. These incidents must also be relayed to the Concessions Management Office of YELL within 24 hours: yel 1
	_concessions@nps.gov 


	5. .
	5. .
	CUA holders and employees are prohibited from possessing fi rearms while on duty within the park. CUA holders are responsible for determining whether state or local laws allow the possession of firearms by their clients. All CUA holders must have a current copy of their firearm possession policy on file with the park. 

	6. .
	6. .
	The CUA holder may use legally obtained plant, animal, geological and cultural specimens for client educational purposes only. Clients must be advised that possessing, destroying, removing or disturbing specimens in a National Park is strictly prohibited. To comply wiU1 park regulations, all specimens or pans thereof must remain inside the vehicle and remain out of sight ofother visitors while operating in Yellowstone National Park. Prior to bringing items in the park. the CUA holder must obtain a Permit to

	7. .
	7. .
	Guides and/or group leaders must have in their possession an Authorized Guide Card and a copy of their current CUA. 

	8. .
	8. .
	At a minimum, one guide on each trip must be currently certified in Standard First Aid and CPR and carry a first aid kit. Wilderness First Aid or Wilderness First Responder certification is recommended for Day 


	Hiking, Overnight Backcountry Trips, Non-Motorized Boating, Stream & Shoreline fishing, Guided Bicycle Tours and Guided Skiing & Snowshoeing. A written list of guides, with description of bas~c qualifications and expiration dates of their first aid and CPR certification, must be provided to the Concessions Management office prior to beginning operations and as staffing changes. The NPS will aid cards need not be submitted. 
	provide a form to submit. CPR and I 
	51 

	9. .Guides must be at least 18 years of age and trained in basic safety, resource protection, Leave No Trace principles, park rules and regulations and in the requirements ofthe CUA terms and conditions. 
	I 0. .The holder will ensure that clients are properly clothed and equipped for the authorized activity. 
	11. 
	11. 
	11. 
	This authorization does not confer exclusive use ofany area in the park. All groups must honor the rights ofothers and conduct themselves in an orderly manner at all times. 

	12. 
	12. 
	"Foot travel in all thermal areas and within the Yellowstone Canyon between the Upper Falls and lnspiratiion Point must be confined to boardwalks or trails that are maintai'ned for such travel and are marked by official signs." 36 CFR, Ch l, se. 7. I J(i) No off-trail travel is allowed; stay on designated boardwalks and trails. 

	13. .
	13. .
	The CUA holder must ensure that all clients and guides maintain a distance of at least 100 yards from bears and wolves. A distance of25 yards is required from bison, elk and other animals. 

	14. .
	14. .
	The CUA holder or guide shall provide all clients with an orientation prior to the trip which emphasizes safe practices while hiking in bear habitat, Leave No Trace ethics, park rules and regulations, and specific nature, demands, and dangers of the particular trip. 

	15. 
	15. 
	Guides :may not meet clients on park concessioner's land assignments or at NPS Visitor Centers. 

	16. .
	16. .
	The holder will not conduct any form of guided activity that conflicts with National Park Service ranger-Jed interpretive programs or conducted activities. 

	17. .
	17. .
	The CUA holder must provide all visitor services in a manner that is consistent with and supportive of the inte1rpretative goals and objectives ofthe park. 

	18. 
	18. 
	While iin Yellowstone, the CUA holder or guide is responsible for their clients during the guided portion oftheir trip. 

	19. .
	19. .
	19. .
	Entrance Fees: 

	• .
	• .
	• .
	Gui.des leading trips and employees of commercial operators conducting business inside the park area must identify themselves at area entrance stations. 

	• .
	• .
	Participants age 16 and older entering the park area must pay applicable entrance fees. 

	• .
	• .
	Guides and employees of commercial operators entering the park area to recreate personally inust pay appropriate entrance fees. 



	20. .
	20. .
	20. .
	Food Services: REFER TO APPENDIX A 

	• .
	• .
	• .
	All food service and sanitary procedures are subject to U.S. Public Health Standards and inspections. 

	• .
	• .
	If food is provided for a charge, that fee must be included in the Concessioner's gross receipts. 

	• .
	• .
	The~ CUA holder must obtain all food brought into the park from a food facility that is approved, inspected, and licensed by the appropriate state or local authority. 

	• .
	• .
	The CUA holder may provide cold box lunches. 

	• .
	• .
	If hot meals are provided, it must be obtained from an approved source, and must be transported in a 




	manner that protects the food from contamination and maintains an internal temperature ofgreater than or equal to 135 degrees Fahrenheit. 
	• .
	• .
	• .
	The temperature ofrefrigerated food will be maintained at 41 degrees Fahrenheit or less. 

	• .
	• .
	The thermometer must be used to monitor temperatures. 

	• .
	• .
	Pocket knives or sheath knives must not be used for food preparation. 

	• .
	• .
	All CUA holder-provided water must be from an approved potable water source. Acceptable potable water sources include approved public water systems and/or commercially bottled water. Drinking water supplied from a public water system must be transported and held in smooth, cleanable, tightlysealed, food-grade containers with a spigot or other sanitary means for dispensing (no dipping from the container). The CUA holder must provide individual, single-service cups for dispensing from these containers. Drink

	• .
	• .
	Disinfection Procedures: Drinking water containers must be disinfected by utilizing proper wash/rinse/sanitizing procedures in a licensed commercial food facility. Alternatively, if c-0mmercial food facilities are not available, proper disinfection of drinking water containers between uses will be provided by placing 2 tablespoons of6% chlorine bleach in a 5 gaJion container of water, mixing and allowing to stand for 30 minutes. The container will then be emptied, rinsed with potable water, and finally fill

	• .
	• .
	The holder must make every effort to prevent bears from having access to human food sources. All employees working in the park area must follow the park's food storage regulations, which can be found in section 2.10 (d) ofthe Superintendent's Compendium. 


	21. 
	21. 
	21. 
	The holder will abide by the applicable activity-specific operating plan. 

	22. .
	22. .
	22. .
	Reporting Requirements: 

	• .CUA holders must meet the following annual and monthly reporting requirements in order to maintain a valid authorization. Reporting requirements include: 

	23. 
	23. 
	Annual Fees: CUA holders must remit required fees each year in order to maintain a valid authorization. Required fee are calculated based on the folJowing schedule: 


	Document 
	Document 
	Document 
	Due 

	Monthly Use Report 
	Monthly Use Report 
	4m of each month 

	Annual Financial Report (AFR) 
	Annual Financial Report (AFR) 
	January 3 lfollowing the operating year 

	Guides List 
	Guides List 
	April I or before operation begins 

	Insurance Certificate 
	Insurance Certificate 
	As insurance expires/renews 


	Aoolication Fee $300 per service -Due with application 
	Market Price Fee based on Percentage of Gross Receipts 
	Due by January 31 following the operating year 
	($300.00 per service annlication fee acts as a credit towards the followine:) 
	Less than $250,000.00 

	3% ofgross receipts 
	Between $250,000.00 and $500,000.00 
	Between $250,000.00 and $500,000.00 
	Between $250,000.00 and $500,000.00 
	4% ofgross receipts in addition to the prior amount 

	Over $500.000.00 
	Over $500.000.00 
	5% of total gross receipts in addition to the two prior 

	TR
	amounts. 


	Revised I 011 5 
	COMMERCIAL USE AUTHORIZATION FOR .GUIDED NON-MOTORIZED BOATS -DORIES, KAYAKS &CANOES .OPERATING PLAN -EXHIBIT B .
	General Provision 
	1) .The CUA for Non-Motorized Boats allows the CUA holder to conduct guided touring using dories, single or tandem kayaks, canoe, and other small non-motorized vessels in Yellowstone, Lewis and Shoshone Lakes. 
	2) .Overnight backcountry use is not an authorized use unless the CUA holder has a CUA for Overnight Backpacking Trips. 
	3) .Incidental fishing by clients is permitted provided clients have a Yellowstone National Park fishing permit and obey park fishing regulations. Fishing permits are required for anyone 16 years and older. 
	4) .There is a maximum limit of 15 boats per group excluding the guide, and are limited to three groups per day. Each group must have a qualified guide. Launch times must be scheduled 30 minutes apart. Group size may increase with written permission from the park. 
	5) .While on Yellowstone Lake, Lewis Lake, or Shoshone Lake, the CUA holder or guide shall remain with their clients for the duration of the trip. 
	6) .Every vessel must have a current Yellowstone National Park boat permit and a map of Yellowstone and/or Shoshone Lakes when operating there. Operators are required to be familiar with and follow the rules and regulations found in the "Yellowstone National Park Boating Regulationsn publication. 
	7) .To prevent Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS), the CUA holder must ensure gear, tackle, clothing, and equipment (especially wading boots) are cleaned and dried before entering or changing Yellowstone waters. 
	8) .All watercraft, trailers, towing vehicles and water recreational gear (including any inflatable or float tube and associated water recreational articles) must undergo an Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) inspection prior to entering any water within Yellowstone National Park. AIS inspections must be done at the same time a boat permit is issued and conducted only by authorized NPS AIS staff. 
	9) .Any watercraft, trailer, tow vehicle, or other article immersed in park waters known to contain Aquatic Invasive Species, shall be thoroughly inspected and cleaned prior to entering any other waters within the park. 
	• .Waters contaminated by Aquatic Invasive Species include: Yellowstone Lake, Yellowstone river (Yellowstone Lake to the park north boundary), Pelican Creek, Gardiner River (Mammoth Hot Springs to the park north boundary), Lewis River (south of Lewis Falls), Madison River, Gibbon River (Madison to Norris), Firehole River 
	(Madison to Old Faithful), and Nez Perce Creek. 
	10) Boats are limited to drift within 25 feet (-7.5 meters) of shoreline thermal features, and are not allowed to land within 32 feet (-10 meters) of thermal features. 
	CPR Cert First Aid Cert Level 811 /2017 8/1/2017 EMT 5/30/2017 5130/2017 WFR 5/1 /2018 5/10018 WFR 4/20/2020 4/20/2019 WFR 1/6/2020 1 /6/2020 WFR 3/112018 3/1/2018 EMT 6/312019 6/3/2019 WFR 4/20/2020 4/20/2019 WFR 5/3112018 5/31/2018 WFA 6/4/2017 6/4/2017 WFA 412120 19 11212019 wrA 5/22/2019 5/22/2019 WrA 5/26/2019 5/26/2019 WFA 12/15/2019 12/15/2019 BFA 2126/2019 212612019 WFR 5/21/2019 5/21/2019 WFA 6/17/2018 6/17/2018 BFA 61412019 5/12/2019 WFR 6'51201 Q ~151?019 wrA 512612019 52612019 WFA 6 .. l018 6/11
	Search and Rescue Report -PAGE 1 Use Tab to move between fields. Park: YELL IRegion: I IMR Incident Commander: !Frank Deluca ~ Case Number: NP11 1710 I1 I9 I3 I2 I4 I Park SAR Number: D Day of Week: L 4-WEDNESDAy Date of Notification: [Jun 14, 2017 Time NJotified (24 hour format) c=i?:s9 Date Subject Contacted: JJun 14, 2017 I_Time ~ubject Contacted (24 hour format) 18:32 Location: 1/4 mile off shore -Yellowstone Lake -area of We~t Thumb Geyser Basin Coordinates: E4 43.314 N, n o28.980 w Notification Method
	Subject Info: 
	Subject Info: 
	Subject Info: 
	Age 

	Subject #1: 
	Subject #1: 
	TD
	Figure


	Subject #2: 
	Subject #2: 
	D 

	Subject #3: 
	Subject #3: 
	D 


	Number Ill or Injured 2 
	Sex 
	f Experience Level 
	Male 
	I 

	Beginner/Novice/Limited Skills 
	h· 

	I I 
	3 
	Figure

	Number No! Ill or Injured Number of Fatalities 
	Number of Saves 
	10 
	L

	The Following Items are Reported Onl~ When 1nJidents Involve Searches For Lost Subjects 
	Search Type: j .Linear Distance In Miles from PLS: (blank if unknown) I .
	Vertical Direction from PLS: [ Search Duration: 
	C 
	required if Gross Receipts are expected to exceed $100,000 
	1 
	NPS Regional Director approval is 

	earch and Rescue Report -PAGE 2 REV 2013 Use Tab to move between fields. 
	Incident Na1 ative: 
	Incident Na1 ative: 
	(Type or Paste Te i In Block) 
	Dispatch I 
	Grant Rangers were returning from another SAR when they v.jere notified via radio of a report of a kayak group in trouble off the West Thumb Geyser Basin Boardwalk. The in.itlal report came in via cellphone to a Lake Ranger's cell phone and had little information except that people were in the water in the West Thumb Area. A second report was also being received at the West Thumb bookstore by volunteJrs about a kayak that was "stuck" on the Lake near West Thumb. I
	I 

	Initial Resources I 
	Incident Commander -F. Deluca \ Boat Operator/Paramedic -8. Elliott 
	I! 
	Swimmer/EMT -J. Poley 
	!Iii 
	Grant 1 -Staffed by EMT/LEY. Goins 
	West Thumb Land Hasty Search -M. Chavarsky 
	_

	Incident Narrative I 
	Based upon the initial report, Elliott and Poley responded im~ediately to the Grant marina and launched the Grant patrol boat the "Eagle" out in the the West Thumb basin area.I Chavarsky responded to a begin a hasty search of the West Thumb shoreline and Deluca set up a command post iii the Grant Marina parking lot. Deluca identified over the radio that the commercial kayak group still out on the watJr was "OARS Kayak" based on who was parked in the parking area and gave a description of the kayaks. I 
	I 
	While on the way out of the marina, the Eagle encountered part of the OARS group confirming other members of the group were further down the shoreline, toward the Grant Carr(pground, and that people were still in the water, and possibly hypothetic. Elliott reported this to Deluca, and Deluca requested additional boat resources from Lake Boat Patrol to respond to the scene. I 
	As the Eagle proceed down the shoreline they located the firs~ injured kayak client who was on the beach with a kay_ak guide between th_e ma~ina and the g~yser basin_. Elliott 1broug~t the boat into shore and _Poley did a_ quick
	1
	patient assessment. This patient was suffering from mild hypothermia but was stable. The patient and guide were then loaded onto the patrol boat. Using binoculars Elliott was ~ble to locate another group of kayak's rafted together 
	about a 1 /4 mile off shore and started toward them. I 
	Upon arrival at the second group Elliott reported via radio tha~ he had located and unconscious, unresponsive 
	Patient, who had been in the water for up to 30 minutes and t~ey were beginning CPR. 
	At 18:34 hours Deluca contacted the comm center via radio ~nd requested additional units and a Life Flight to the Grant Helipad. I 
	Addtional Resources Requested I 
	Requested to the Scene EMS -Derene. Suarez, Brearley, Neldhardt 
	Lake 1 -For 1st Hypothermic patient I 
	Grant Fire -Set up Landing Zone at Helipad -Stooza I 
	Investigation Support -Bock , 
	Lake Boat Patrol I 
	! 
	. . I 
	Upon arrival at Grant Manna Boat Ramp CPR was continued iby medical providers and additional arriving Rangers 
	as the patient was moved from the patrol boat to the dock. Gr~nt Fire Department was paged to be the ground 
	contact for the Landing Zone in Grant Village. At this time it w~s still unclear whether any additional kayaks were 
	contact for the Landing Zone in Grant Village. At this time it w~s still unclear whether any additional kayaks were 
	missing so LaKe tsoat Patrol Kangers wno were now on scene in the west 1numb Geyser tsasin begin a gnd pattern search looking for missing kayaks. I 

	Bock was assigned to begin to interview the bystanders/witn, sses in more detail, assisted by Del uca. 
	Lake Ambulance 1 arrived on scene and assumed patient carie of the kayak client who was found on the beach suffering from hypothermia. This patient would later be transTrted to Lake Clinic and later released. 
	The Lifeflight landed at the Grant Helipad and CPR continue~ as park paramedics consulted with medical control via cellphone. Flight Medics were brought to the scene and joine~ in the resuscitation efforts. The patient was then moved to the Grant 1 ambulance and transported back the wf iting helicopter at the Grant Helipad where resuscitation efforts continued. At some point at the heipad th,e patient was pronounced dead. (See corners report/ medical reports for details) i 
	As a result of Ranger Back's investigative interviews we werel able to gather witness statements and determine there were no additional missing persons from this incident at d Lake Patrol Units began to focus their efforts on recovering missing kayaks and equipment. In the end they were unable to recover the deceased kayak guides kayak or drybag's. I 
	A coroner response was requested through dispatch and the body of Timothy Hayden Ryan CONANT was then transported to the Grant Ranger Station were it was transferr4d to the custody of the Deputy Coroner, Christine 
	Farrar. \ 
	Command was terminated at the scene. The continued invesJigation of this fatality was transfered to Deluca with Bock assisting. (See investigative report for further if needed)! 
	END OF SAR REPORT ; 
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	United States Department of the Interior. National Park Service. 
	United States Department of the Interior. National Park Service. 
	Case Title Oars Fatality Case Number NP17079324. 
	Location Yellowstone Lake Report Date 6/14/2017. 
	Report Subject Photos of Kayaks that were used that day. 
	PHOTOGRAPHY LOG. 
	PHOTOGRAPHY LOG. 
	Camera: 
	Camera: 
	Camera: 
	Canon NP1200116965 
	TH
	Figure


	Photographer: 
	Photographer: 
	Justin Brearley 

	Date of Photos: 
	Date of Photos: 
	6/14/2017 

	Time of Photos: 
	Time of Photos: 
	Approximately 9:20 pm 

	Location of Photos: 
	Location of Photos: 
	Grant Marina 

	# 
	# 
	Image # or ID 
	Description of Photo Subject 

	1 
	1 
	IMG_0071 
	Boats lined up on shore after incident 

	2 
	2 
	IMG_0072 
	Boats lined up on shore after incident 

	3 
	3 
	IMG_0073 
	Side front of kayak #11 

	4 
	4 
	IMG_0074 
	Overview of kayak #11 showing a throw rope 

	5 
	5 
	IMG_0075 
	Behind the seat of kayak #11 

	6 
	6 
	IMG_0076 
	Foot well of kayak #11 

	7 
	7 
	IMG_0077 
	Kayak #11 identifier 

	8 
	8 
	IMG_0078 
	kayak #9 overview 

	9 
	9 
	IMG_0079 
	kayak #9 footwell 

	10 
	10 
	IMG_0080 
	kayak #9 compartment overview 

	11 
	11 
	IMG_0081 
	kayak #9 identifier 

	12 
	12 
	IMG_0082 
	kayak #7 overview 

	13 
	13 
	IMG_0083 
	kayak#7 paddle float behind the seat 

	14 
	14 
	IMG_0084 
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